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Introduction 
"In the pages that follow shall be written the history of a great People, of a great Nation: 
candidly — the History of Portugal!"1  
So ends the preface of the History of Portugal, Monumental Edition, commemorative of 
the 8th centennial of the foundation of the nationality, commonly called the Portuguese 
History of Barcelos. This was, perhaps, the most emblematic work of historical 
scholarship of the early New State. Without a shadow of a doubt, if ever there was a 
piece of writing that represents historical scholarship at the highest level produced in the 
context of a fascist dictatorship, this was it. And that is precisely what this thesis will 
focus on: how scholars conducted their academic activities and production within and 
throughout fascism. 
The history presented in this thesis takes place during the beginning of the New State in 
Portugal. This was the Regime that crystallised out of the military dictatorship of 1926, 
which in turn was an answer to the collapse of the First Republic (1910-1926). As 
Alfredo Pimenta, one of the historians we will be looking into, wrote in 1925, "the 
Republic is dead. There is a need to remove it, without delay. Without men and without 
parties, she cannot even play the poor role it has played."2 One year later, the so called 
National Revolution of May 28th would do just that. It would be in the following seven 
years that the Regime would shift from a military dictatorship into a proper 
authoritarian State. 
Rising to prominence from the ranks of the University of Coimbra, António de Oliveira 
Salazar became the military dictatorship's Minister of Finances in 1928. Previously, he 
taught Political Economy and Finances in Coimbra, where he became a doctor in law in 
the year of 1918. A staunch catholic and sober to the point of almost becoming a 
caricature for asceticism, he would eventually become the president of the council of 
ministers in the new conjuncture of the constitution of 1933, after which he would rule 
in what was characterized as the professorial stance of "cathedratic fascism" by Miguel 
                                                          
1 All the passages in Portuguese in the main body of text are translated to English by the author of this 
thesis; Damião Peres (ed.), Eleutério Cerdeira (art ed.), História de Portugal, Edição Monumental 
Comemorativa do 8º Centenário da Fundação da Nacionalidade, Vol.1 (Barcelos: Portucalense Editora, 
1928), 12. 
2 Alfredo Pimenta, Nas Vésperas do Estado Novo (Lisboa: Nova Arrancada, 1998), 11. 
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de Unamuno3. It is the constitution of 1933 that marks the end of the military 
dictatorship and the beginning of Salazar's New State, a nationalist, corporatist, 
authoritarian, anti-parliamentarian and anti-partisan Regime4. 
Yet, the title of this thesis refers specifically to fascism, a label not used in the previous 
description. The question of whether or not the Regime was fascist has elicited a 
number of debates in Portugal, in the recent decades. It could be argued that the Regime 
was corporatist-conservative, a category which, historically, has been used precisely to 
describe those authoritarian governments which, being on good terms with fascist 
nations, suppressed fascism at home5. On the one hand, the national-syndicalists, a 
group which could be associated more closely with fascist groups in their earlier stages 
(using Robert Paxton's terminology6) were indeed dissociated from the New State7. On 
top of that, the Regime claimed to aim to rein in precisely that totalitarianism which is 
often associated with fascism. There is even a sense in which the discourse of the New 
State was anti-totalitarian8. On the other hand, the institutions created for the Regime to 
function, such as the National Union (1930) — the only legal party —, the National 
Secretariat of Propaganda (SPN — 1934), the Portuguese Legion (1936) or the 
Portuguese Youth (1936), organizations aimed at the defence and moral formation of 
the Nation, exude precisely the kind of fascist characteristics which can be found in 
later stage fascist States. Indeed, Luis Reis Torgal characterizes it as "Portuguese style 
fascism"9.  
Without wanting to take a rigid position on this debate, what can be argued for the 
purpose of this thesis is that, referring to how the new Regime was seen by the scholars 
being studied, it was associated with virtues, habits and language which can also be 
seen in other (less disputably) fascist States. In fact, João Ameal, an organic intellectual 
of the Regime who also wrote several historiographic works (though this is usually 
                                                          
3 Jorge Pais de Sousa, "O Estado Novo de Salazar como um Fascismo de  
Cátedra: Fundamentação histórica de uma categoria política," Storicamente 5 (2009). 
http://www.storicamente.org/05_studi_ricerche/estado-novo-como-fascismo-de-catedra.htm. 
4 Fernando Rosas (ed.), O Estado Novo (Lisboa: Editorial Estampa, 1998), 179-183. 
5 Michael Mann, Fascists (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004), 43-47. 
6 Robert Paxton, "The Five Stages of Fascism," The Journal of Modern History, Vol. 70, No. 1. (1998), 1-
23. 
7 Luis Reis Torgal, Estados Novos, Estado Novo: Ensaios de História Política e Cultural, Vol. 1 
(Coimbra: Imprensa da Universidade de Coimbra, 2009), 313-329. 
8 Torgal, Estados Novos, Vol. 1, 254-264. 
9 Torgal, Estados Novos, Vol. 1, 364-367. 
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characterized as poor history, or not history at all, in the sense that it is severely 
ideologically compromised), wrote profusely about the Portuguese "New Generation", 
the Portuguese New State and also Italian fascism, translating the Fascist Decalogue, 
the Decalogue of the fascist militia-man and also authoring the Decalogue of the New 
State (1934), strongly inspired by Italian doctrine10. But João Ameal, whose historical 
work we will look into later on, was not a University-bound historian. Though he wrote 
history, and belonged to the Portuguese Academy of History, he was not, stricto sensu, 
an academic. The same cannot be said, for example, about Eusébio Tamagnini, 
Professor of Anthropology at the University of Coimbra and notorious for quoting 
Hitler in the inaugural lesson of 1934-193511. Indeed, there is a remarkable lack of 
resistance in the University facing the New State, and we could say that State and 
University will coincide in thought and action, generally speaking, for the duration of 
the period here analysed12. Thus, it makes sense to claim that the historiography under 
study in this thesis, while not necessarily written under a fascist Regime, depending on 
one's position on this debate, is undeniably History written in the context of fascism — 
in times of fascism.  
In addition, this loose definition of fascism that we are using, playing on comparison 
against liberalism, rather than being based on a positive definition (as can be seen in the 
works of Stanley Payne or Michael Mann, for example13) also goes hand in hand with 
loose temporal boundaries. While this history can be said to be set between 1926 and 
1945, we will mostly be focusing on particular tokens of production, on the one hand, 
and on one particular organization (the Portuguese Academy of History, APH), on the 
other. The dates of publication of the tokens of production range from 1927 to 1943, 
while the temporal scope of the documents pertaining to the organization spans from 
1936 to 1948. Thus we will be illustrating practices of research and explanation within 
this temporal scope, but never exhausting it, not even pretending to aim at such an 
enterprise. In the current state of research, that would be impossible in a small work like 
a Master's Thesis.  
                                                          
10 Torgal, Estados Novos, Vol. 1, 112. 
11 Luis Reis Torgal, "A Universidade entre a Tradição e a Modernidade," Revista Intellectus, ano 07, Vol. 
I (2008), 9. 
12 Luís Reis Torgal, A Universidade e o Estado Novo: O caso de Coimbra, 1926-1961 (Coimbra: 
Minerva, 1999), 88-95. 
13 Stanley Payne, A History of Fascism, (1914-1945) (Madison, University of Wisconsin Press, 1995); 
Mann, Fascists. 
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Conceptual Framework 
One of the most prominent aspects of this thesis is that it is strongly methodologically 
oriented. There is a clear aim to apply and intertwine a concept and a set of heuristic 
tools: personae and tropology, respectively. 
Personae or, as we will be using them, in the fashion of Herman Paul, scholarly 
personae, are fairly recent as an analytical tool. They roughly date back to 2003, when 
Otto Sibum and Lorraine Daston wrote the text "Introduction: Scientific Personae and 
their Histories"14, but perhaps the most important application of this notion so far has 
been in Lorraine Daston's and Peter Galison's Objectivity, a book that associated 
particular virtuous forms of sight — how to look well at a scientific object — with ways 
of being scholarly, that is, role identities such as the sage, the worker or the expert — 
personae15. The book did this mostly by looking at scientific atlases and the way the 
pictures were presented. In a sense, this is precisely what we will be doing in this work, 
though not looking at Biology or Medicine in the 19th century, but at History writing in 
the 20th. Most of the history books we will be looking into, from the 1930s, were as 
composed by words as they were by images, and those are exemplary of how the reader 
is supposed to look at the events being described. But literal images are not the only — 
or even the majority of — images to be found in History writing.  
Indeed, if ever there was a testament to that, it was Metahistory by Hayden White. 
Language is, there, presented as something from where we can extract different ways of 
seeing as well — the pre-figurative elements in historiography. These are associated 
with four tropes of language — metaphor, metonymy, synecdoche and irony — which 
are ways of representing what is thought to be real in terms of language. We can 
substitute one thing for another (metaphor), the whole for the operative part, often a 
cause or a consequence (metonymy), the immediately apprehensible part for the whole, 
the latter often meant to include the essence (synecdoche) or one thing for its negation, 
                                                          
14 Lorraine Daston, Otto Sibum, "Introduction: Scientific Personae and their Histories," Science in  
Context , Volume 16 , Issue 1-2 (2003), 1-8. 
15 Lorraine Daston, Peter Galison, Objectivity (New York: Zone Books, 2007), 17-42. 
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often in the form of contrasts between the obvious conclusion and its denial or express 
omission (irony)16. 
He further associates these ways of imagining the past to ways of being — aspects of an 
identity (though not expressly labelled as such) —, the most obvious case of which is 
the association between tropes of language and ideological stances (anarchism, 
radicalism, conservatism and liberalism, respectively)17. Indeed one is a liberal or a 
radical, as opposed to the language one uses — one is not metaphorical, he or she uses 
metaphor; he or she pictures metaphorically. The same could be said for the mode of 
argument and mode of emplotment: one is romantic or tragic, comic or satiric as a 
thinker; one is ideographic, mechanistic, organic or contextualist in his thinking. Of 
course, one is perfectly entitled to be several of these in a particular activity, over time, 
but never at once18. This is how they can be considered aspects of a particular persona 
(a literary persona, only existing in discourse19), though not personae by themselves.  
So there is a possible connection between Daston/Galison's association of virtues of 
sight with personae, on the one hand, and White's relationship between tropes, and 
modes of ideology, argument and emplotment, on the other. Not only do they seem to 
roughly pertain to the same things (ways of seeing the object of history and ways of 
being the subject who writes it) but they also use similar vocabularies. In effect, we can 
consider them, a priori, commensurable. However, this still presupposes that White's 
tropological typology can be applied to a larger set of works than those he applied it to: 
those of 19th century philosophers and historians. While White wrote in Metahistory 
that this typology was not meant to be taken as something ahistorical, and required the 
context of the 19th century historical imagination, he also refers to it as something 
intertwined with and applicable to realistic discourse20. Though he continued to stick to 
the 19th century (he focused on Marx, again, and on Flaubert), we can understand that 
there is a formal similarity between realistic discourse of the second half of the 19th 
                                                          
16 Hayden White, Metahistory: The Historical Imagination in Nineteenth-Century Europe (Baltimore: 
The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1973), 31-38; Hayden White, "The Problem of Style in Realistic 
Representation: Marx and Flaubert," in The Concept of Style, eds. Leonard Meyer & Berel Lang 
(University of Pennsylvania Press, 1979), 213-229. 
17 White, Metahistory, 22-31. 
18 White, Metahistory, 4. 
19 Herman Paul, "What is a Scholarly persona? Ten theses on virtues, skills and desires," History and 
Theory 53.3 (2014), 354-355. 
20 White, "The Problem," 213-215. 
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century and that in the first half of the 20th. They both pertain to a real world which is 
being described in a language which is meant to be literal but still uses rhetorical tropes 
as a resource. Both use arguments and plots to advance their point. Both are theory-
laden and permeated by a weltanschauung. In this sense, we can say that we are still 
dealing with realistic discourse, though we must ignore connotations of art history 
usually associated to this particular concept. 
Yet we are still focusing exclusively on the final product of the scholar. This, of course, 
would rightly lead the reader to be sceptical of this approach, given that in the final 
product, it is hard to look at virtues. Indeed, all virtues cannot be reduced to the content 
of forms of presenting objects. There would be no point in talking about virtues (plural) 
if the only virtues we were to look for were tropes (White) and forms, past or present, of 
objectivity (Daston/Galison). As Herman Paul pointed out, in the wake of White's 
linguistic turn, historians were ignoring another important source of how History is 
written: how historians practice history — scholarly performance21. 
By focusing on performance, as opposed to final product, we are presented with an 
extensive array of virtues, habits and skills which make and help explain a particular 
way of being scholarly, but do not necessarily show in the final product, even when they 
help explain and understand it. These habits and virtues can only be seen in the parallel 
discourse that goes along with the production of historiography and illustrates the 
activity of studying — not merely writing — history. These materials include second 
order discourse on the activity of being a historian, discussions between historians, and 
portraits/critiques of historians. In all of these, the author often goes into what a 
historian should be, in effect characterizing not what ought to be written, but how any 
given thing should be thought through. These other sources cannot be analysed with the 
conventional vocabularies. Associating quotidian practices of scholarship with 
philosophers and their ideas (characterizing them as Comtean, Hegelian or Nietzschean, 
in the fashion of Fernando Catroga, for example22) often ignores the most important 
aspect of their being — they are often not philosophical, but very practical — and 
                                                          
21 Herman Paul,  "Performing History: how historical scholarship is shaped by epistemic virtues," History 
and Theory 50 (2011), 4-7. 
22 A good example of this style is the chapter on the 19th century historians who professed positivism: 
Fernando Catroga, "Positivistas e Republicanos," in História da História em Portugal, Sécs. XIX-XX, ed. 
by Fernando Catroga, José Amado Mendes, Luis Reis Torgal, Vol.1  (Lisboa: Temas e Debates, 1998), 
Vol. 1, 101-134. 
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looking at them merely as linguistic artefacts is often inappropriate as they are not 
"realistic representation", but regulative, ethical discourse. They do not represent a 
literary persona — a narrator's voice, in Paul's terms, but a thinker's, a researcher's, a 
scholar's voice and, more importantly, his action23. Thus, the only suitable way of 
including this body of sources is, indeed, through the vocabulary of virtue, which has 
the added benefit of being commensurable with tropology, as was pointed out before.  
Looking at performance, we will be focusing on goods, virtues, skills and habits. Goods 
are, as the name indicates, the things pursued by the historian, the things the historian is 
committed to. They indicate the general direction — the teleology — of his 
historiographic activity. It is those ways in which the historian is committed to these 
goods that can be called virtues: "virtues are human qualities conducive to  goods that 
people (e.g., historians) find worth pursuing in the context of a certain practice (e.g., 
historical scholarship)"24. By looking at the aims of a historian's activity, we can look at 
that activity's teleology, and understand it accordingly. Habits and skills are also 
oriented towards goods, and are often physical manifestations of virtues. If we take the 
habits and skills as manifestations of virtues, together with the less habitual moments 
where goals, plans and practices are explicitly discussed among historians, we arrive at 
a complex matrix which should inform not only particular tokens of the final product, 
but also the entire teleology of a historian's activity. Thus, we can describe scholarly 
persona as such: 
"Rather, scholarly personae distinguish themselves through their commitments to specific 
goods or, more precisely, through their constellations of commitments to specific goods. If 
scholarly personae are models of selfhood through which individuals identify themselves as 
scholars, then such models embody the skills and virtues necessary for the acquisition of 
goods that are recognized as worthy of scholarly pursuit. In other words, scholarly personae 
are embodied constellations of commitments, or models of what it takes to be committed to 
a certain cluster of concretely identified goods."25 
Yet, there is no relationship of necessity between a historian's thoughts on what it takes 
to be a historian and his actual final product. As we can see in one of Herman Paul's 
applications of the scholarly persona, when he writes about the virtues of 19th century 
Leiden scholars, he focuses on the excellent epistemic agent, leaving to the sidelines the 
                                                          
23 Paul, "Scholarly Persona," 354-355. 
24 Paul, "Scholarly Persona," 359-360. 
25 Paul, "Scholarly Persona?," 359. 
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actual practices26. That is where Hayden White's tropology comes in. By assessing the 
tropes of language used in the historical narratives produced, and by looking at the 
modes of emplotment, argument and ideology implied in those narratives, we can see 
the immediate consequences of those narratives — we can understand the teleology as it 
stands on paper, and compare it to what has been said to be the aim. It is precisely by 
looking at the implicit logics and contradictions between theory and practice that we can 
assess the consequentiality of one (or even several) persona(e).  
Summing up so far, this thesis will look at the way in which historians think history 
should be written and at the way they wrote it. This will be done in comparison with the 
values of the New State, seeing how the disciplinary virtues and goods fit with the 
weltanschauung of the Regime. By comparing these, we can conclude whether or not 
historians were in tune with the Regime and whether or not they were successful in 
writing history according to their own expectations of what History should be. We can 
see whether we are talking about New State historiography, or simply historiography in 
the New State. 
Finally, why should we use this conceptual framework to study early 20th century 
history writing, particularly in fascist settings? First of all, because studies in 
historiography, so far, have been too centred on individual historians. Either the focus 
lies on a series of historians and their philosophical and/or political ideas, or it goes into 
their texts, but sheds light exclusively on one historian, whom we can call a pantheonic 
figure (Alexandre Herculano, in the 19th century, or Vitorino Magalhães Godinho, right 
after the period in question, for example)27. The phenomenon of the effective creation of 
the Discipline of History — something involving a myriad of practitioners in their 
interdependence — has not been a priority, and its active participation in the New State 
Regime often goes unacknowledged.  
But there is a larger reason. Everything seems to coalesce in this particular case study. 
This framework aims to change the vocabulary of historiography. Instead of simply 
talking about philosophical or political currents, as has been most usual in Portugal so 
                                                          
26 Herman Paul, "The Scholarly Self: Ideals of Intellectual Virtue in Nineteeth-Century Leiden," in The 
Making of the Humanities, Vol. II , ed. Rens Bod et.al. (Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press & 
OAPEN Library, 2012), 398. 
27 Fernando Catroga, "Alexandre Herculano e o Historicismo Romântico," in História da História, Vol.1, 
45-98; José Guedes de Sousa, Vitorino Magalhães Godinho: história e cidadania nos anos 40, (Lisboa: 
policopied text, 2012). 
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far, we will be wielding virtues and vices, goods and evils, habits and skills in order to 
characterize a way of writing history. This has the great advantage of already being 
commensurable with the vocabulary of the time, taking advantage of a large body of 
work which, taking fascism and its language seriously, already is written using ethical 
vocabulary. Politics in fascism was, very much, an ethical affair in Portugal28, which is 
not surprising given the governmental aspirations at controlling or, at least, correcting 
the behaviour of Portuguese men and women. In this way, we can look at the practices 
by these scholars and see how they were in or out of tune with the Regime, all of this 
during the period of disciplinarization which was underway. Also, we can look at the 
institutionalization of History and make it commensurable with the institutionalization 
of knowledge and propaganda in Portugal during the same time. Granted, to do all of 
this with any degree of completeness in a single Master's thesis would be impossible, 
but this will be a good start, and a way to start exploring a new way of looking at 
politics, epistemology and ethics together in the practices of History. 
In effect, this conceptual framework allows us to focus on several aspects of academia 
and tame them all under one vocabulary. The commensurability of the vocabulary 
between the framework and the fascist discourse of the time is the reason why this 
approach is suitable for this particular case. What is more, it is precisely because virtue-
language is so ubiquitous — particularly among historians, who often refer to character 
traits which can be understood as virtues/vices — that this particular case is so suitable 
for this methodological approach. 
 
Literature Review 
Looking at the body of sources available, and especially at the importance ascribed to 
History, both as disciplinary activity and as representation of the past, by the Regime, it 
is surprising that research on this topic is lacking. This can be exemplified by the last 
comprehensive history of Portuguese historiography, edited in 1996 — almost 20 years 
ago — which contains one chapter on the historiographic activity during the period here 
analysed, and another on its commemorations. História da História em Portugal, by 
Luís Reis Torgal, Fernando Catroga and José Amado Mendes, focuses on some 
                                                          
28 Torgal, Estados Novos, Vol. 1, 64. 
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important topics within this period, but leaves aside two of the most important aspects: 
disciplinarization and epistemology. Regarding the first, for example, It calls the 
Barcelos' History a "work of 'professional', 'erudite', 'academic' historiography"29, 
dedicating a whole sub-chapter to it aptly called "a symbol of Portuguese 
historiography"30. Yet the meaning of professionalism is left to the imagination of the 
reader. The same happens with the meaning of erudition or of the University academic 
body. Indeed, besides naming the historians which participated, their academic 
affiliations and diverse political backgrounds, the reader is left with no notion of any 
way in which these men were coordinated, except perhaps for an un-named, unspecified 
influence of a State with totalitarian tendencies. There is no notion of discipline as a 
process involving both State and scholar, which is all the more apparent in the notion of 
inevitability which can be found throughout these contributions, especially regarding 
the relationship between State and historians31. Regarding epistemology, knowledge is 
set against ideology, and objectivity is set side by side with neutrality. This makes for a 
poor analysis of the work, largely ignoring its content as well as the discursive form of 
the individual contributions of the many scholars involved. We are left with the main 
interests — the early-modern period and political history — and with the statement that 
it "is not a salazarist or 'integralist' ideological history"32. After all, regarding a previous 
work of Merêa and Peres, a contributor and the coordinator of the History of Portugal 
of Barcelos, the author highlights the "objective character" of their syntheses33. 
This illustration of historiography during the dictatorship is symptomatic of the whole 
approach to the period. There is a division between professional historiography, which 
was "what it could be"34 in the circumstances, and the historiography of the Regime, 
which was ad usum delphini35. However, this division poses problems of its own. What, 
then, was professional historiography? That which would come close to neutrality and 
objectivity within the confinement of the Regime? And what was historical propaganda, 
given that, several times, it is recognized that some of these works, be it on the part of 
                                                          
29 Luis Reis Torgal, "História em tempo de «ditadura»," in História da História, Vol.1  (Temas e Debates, 
1998), 305. 
30 Torgal, "tempo de «ditadura»," 300. 
31 Torgal, "tempo de «ditadura»," 310. 
32 Torgal, "tempo de «ditadura»," 305. 
33 Torgal, "tempo de «ditadura»," 301. 
34 Torgal, "tempo de «ditadura»," 304. 
35 Torgal, "tempo de «ditadura»," 275-283. 
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organic intellectuals, cultural functionaries, or other ideologically committed authors, 
should be taken as historiographically significant36? These questions represent the major 
problem which Thomas Haskell illustrated so well in "Objectivity is not neutrality": 
neutrality is neither the only, nor even a very significant epistemic aspect37. And, 
looking at Daston and Galison's work Objectivity, this epistemic virtue has had so many 
ways of being understood and applied that to simply state it without further explanation 
provides very little understanding of the phenomenon.  
These problems having been stated, this is still a very useful work. It simply poses 
questions very differently than they are posed here. Torgal focuses on the role of history 
in the rhetoric of the Regime, on the role of its "organic intellectuals" and "cultural 
functionaries" in the production of history within the Regime — which is, after all, one 
of Torgal's continued interests, as he keeps developing his work on these men —; the 
creation of the Portuguese Academy of History, which will also be researched in this 
thesis; the University, again, an interest which would further develop in very significant 
ways, particularly the case of Coimbra, under this particular author38 —; and 
historiographic tendencies in the form of common research interests and works 
undertaken. Fernando Catroga focuses on the making of rituals and commemorations of 
the Regime, especially regarding the "golden year" that was 1940, simultaneous 
commemoration of the 800 years of the nationality and the restoration of the 
independence of the nation after the Philippine rule (1640), aptly celebrated with the 
world exposition "The Portuguese World"39. Also, José Amado Mendes goes over the 
notion of discipline, with his notion of "an 'order' of historians", but he mainly focuses 
on the period after the 1974 revolution40.  
Out of these three authors, Torgal would be the one to further work on this general 
period of historiography, and other topics closely related to it. The history of the 
University of Coimbra at the time has been amply put to paper by his pen. He has also 
                                                          
36 On Pimenta, Torgal writes: "His historiographic work is, thus, without intending to exaggerate its 
value, a work of reference."; Torgal, "tempo de «ditadura»," 282. 
37 Thomas Haskell, "Objectivity is not Neutrality: Rhetoric vs. Practice in Peter Novick's That Noble 
Dream," History and Theory, Vol. 29, No. 2 (1990), 129-157. 
38 Luis Reis Torgal (ed.), Ideologia, cultura e mentalidade no Estado Novo : ensaios sobre a 
Universidade de Coimbra (Coimbra: Faculdade de Letras, 1993); Torgal, "entre a Tradição;" Torgal, 
Universidade e o Estado Novo. 
39 Fernando Catroga, "Ritualizações da história," in História da História em Portugal, Sécs. XIX-XX, ed. 
by Fernando Catroga, José Amado Mendes, Luis Reis Torgal (Lisboa: Temas e Debates, 1998), 254-284. 
40 Catroga, "Rituaizações," 79-83. 
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written some essays on specific historiographic questions, particularly regarding 
ideology, in his work História e Ideologia41. He has also coordinated some theses on 
topics such as João Ameal's political origins or Costa Brochado's role in the State 
cultural policy, the results of which have been incorporated into one of his recent works, 
Estados Novos, Estado Novo, together with chapters also on António Ferro and Alfredo 
Pimenta42. He has also worked on the meaning of University and on the debates around 
them, especially those centred on Lobo Vilela, in the 1930s43.  
Yet, though Torgal is, perhaps, the most prominent historian of this subject, he is not the 
only one, especially if we include some works which go over central aspects of the 
Regime's cultural, and even historiographic, attitudes and policy — very important for 
the notion of Historical Discipline, but which are somewhat lateral to Historiography in 
its more traditional conception. 
Fernanda Rollo has coordinated a great volume on the history of JEN/JNE (the State 
organism which coordinated scientific research, among other things, during the regime). 
While the volume does not look specifically at historians, it does go over the practice of 
philology, on the one hand, and it looks deeply at the mechanisms of control (both 
injunctive powers and powers of persuasion) which shaped researchers at the time44. 
Still on cultural policy, Jorge Ramos do Ó's Os Anos de Ferro provides a very 
interesting account of the interstices between the Secretariat of National Propaganda 
(SPN) and the cultural production in the decades of 1930 and 194045.  
In this broader sense, some other works should be noted. António Enes Monteiro has 
worked on the reception of Friedrich Nietzsche's works in Portugal up to 1939, which 
undoubtedly influenced some historians, as we will see46. Regarding the environment 
                                                          
41 Luis Reis Torgal, História e Ideologia (Coimbra: Minerva, 1989). 
42 Luis Reis Torgal, "'A Bem da Nação'. Costa Brochado, 'Político Funcional' e 'Historiógrafo' ao serviço 
do Regime de Salazar," Cultura 22 (2006): 87-113; Torgal, Estados Novos, Vol. 1, 90-121, Vol. 2, 71-
117. 
43 António da Costa Lobo Vilela (ed.), Lobo Vilela e a Polémica sobre a Universidade e o Ensino nos 
inícios do Estado Novo, Introduction by Luis Reis Torgal, (Lisboa: Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian, 
2009). 
44 Maria Fernanda Rollo et. al., Ciência, Cultura e Língua em Portugal no século XX: da Junta de 
Educação Nacional ao Instituto Camões (Lisboa: INCM, 2012). 
45 Jorge Ramos do Ó, Os Anos de Ferro: O dispositivo cultural durante a 'Política do Espírito' 1933-1949 
(Lisboa: Editorial Estampa, 1999). 
46 António Enes Monteiro, A recepção da obra de Frederich Nietzsche na vida intelectual portuguesa. 
1892-1939 (Porto, Lello, 2000). 
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and the teaching activity in Lycea, specifically looking at history, both Sérgio Campos 
Matos and Maria Manuela Carvalho have interesting works, though these do not look 
specifically at the topic as something influential to the phenomenon of Discipline47.  
More interestingly, and also more aimed at the topic in question, there is the Dicionário 
de Historiadores Portugueses, coordinated by Sérgio Campos Matos, which catalogues 
Portuguese historians and provides the reader with biographical entries, while also 
looking at institutions of academics such as the Academias or some periodical 
publications48. However, this is a work still under construction, and, for example, out of 
the six historians whose works will be analysed in this thesis, only two (Peres and 
Baião) have entries in this dictionary. Also by Sérgio Campos Matos is the Portuguese 
case in the Atlas of European Historiography, coordinated by Ilaria Porciani and Lutz 
Raphael49. In the same line of the atlas, a book was launched two years later also by 
Porciani with Jo Tollebeek, with a title that fairly describes its purpose: Setting the 
Standards: Institutions, Networks and Communities of National Historiography50. Both 
these works are efforts in the right direction, and they start taking into account some of 
the considerations which are the basis of this thesis. However, they are not, of course by 
their very nature, specific enough to describe the environment.  
To that end, we can find A Invenção de Oliveira Martins, by Carlos Maurício51. This 
book looks at politics, historiography and national identity coalescing in the cultural 
setting around Oliveira Martins' work. A significant part of it is directed at the images 
of this historian during the New State. Also pertaining to the field of historiography, 
there is Consciência Histórica e Nacionalismo, by Sérgio Campos Matos52, and there is 
Historiografia e Memórias, the proceedings of  a conference organized by Sérgio 
                                                          
47 Sérgio Campos Matos, História, Mitologia, Imaginário Nacional. A História no Curso dos Liceus. 
1895-1939 (Lisboa: Horizonte, 1990); Maria Manuela Carvalho, Poder e ensino. Os manuais de História 
na política do Estado Novo. 1926-1940 (Lisboa: Horizonte, 2005). 
48 Sérgio Campos Matos (ed.), Dicionário de Historiadores Portugueses: da Academia Real das Ciências 
ao final do Estado Novo, forthcoming, http://dichp.bnportugal.pt/index.htm. 
49 Ilaria Porciani, Lutz Raphael (ed.), Atlas of European Historiography, The Making of a Profession, 
1800-2005 (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010). 
50 Ilaria Porciani, Jo Tollebeek (ed.), Setting the Standards: Institutions, Networks and Communities of 
National Historiography (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012). 
51 Carlos Maurício, A Invenção de Oliveira Martins: Política, Historiografia e Identidade Nacional no 
Portugal Contemporâneo (1867-1960) (Lisboa: INCM, 2005). 
52 Sérgio Campos Matos, Consciência Histórica e Nacionalismo (Portugal - séculos XIX e XX) (Lisboa: 
Livros Horizonte, 2008). 
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Campos Matos and Maria Isabel João53. Though taken together these contributions 
provide the reader with some variety, each contribution pertaining to our period in 
question is usually focused on one single historian. That is the case of Marcello 
Caetano, Ruben Andresen Leitão or Vitorino Magalhães Godinho. In addition to the 
contributions, they also serve often as summaries of theses on the matters, which are 
more developed and less constricted by space. Existing scholarship is usually focused 
on one single historian, and this trend is one-sided and needs a counterpart in the study 
of historians, both taken together and in comparison to each other. In this sense, this 
thesis will enrich contemporary scholarship.  
It should be explicitly noted that the actual problem with most of the literature here 
presented is not related to the quality of the research. Much like the História da História 
em Portugal, the rest of the literature simply asks questions other than those asked here. 
The notion that a super-ego could be an agent in the formation of a discipline, not 
controlled, but merely influenced (to a greater or lesser extent) by all the players in this 
mosaic, is still relatively unacknowledged. Works like Jo Tollebeek's "Men of 
Character"54, about Dutch literary scholars Te Winkel and Byvank (late 19th and early 
20th centuries), Kasper Eskildsen's contribution about Ranke55, Steven Shapin's The 
Scientific Life, about scientific performance and organization in America in the 20th 
century56, or Herman Paul's chapter on 19th century scholars in Leiden57 do not easily 
find counterparts for the Portuguese historiographic case in the 1930s — the period 
when the same kind of Discipline and networks were forming. Thus, it is the express 
purpose of this thesis to open the historiographic research in Portugal also to these 
methodologies and approaches. The aim is to enlarge the field of questions which 
interest us, rather than contrasting this work to others as the right way of writing the 
history of History.  
 
                                                          
53 Sérgio Campos Matos, Maria Isabel João (ed.), Historiografia e Memórias (séculos XIX-XXI) (Lisboa: 
CEMRI/UAb, 2012). 
54 Jo Tollebeek, "Men of Character," KB Lecture 7 (2011). 
55 Kasper Eskildsen, "Leopold Ranke's Archival Turn: Location and evidence in modern Historiography," 
Modern Intellectual History, Vol. 5, 03 (2008), 425-453. 
56 Steven Shapin, The Scientific Life: A Moral History of a Late Modern Vocation (Chicago: The 
University of Chicago Press, 2008). 
57 Paul, "The Scholarly Self," 397-411. 
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Source Material 
Despite the relative lack of literature on the topic of Historiography during the New 
State, source materials on the subject are abundant and varied. There are several 
histories, some being academic, others being generalist or propagandistic, which were 
published during these years58. There are also many historical essays written at the time, 
published over the many periodicals of the time (though their number tended to dwindle 
in the 1930s, when censorship started to be used by the State59). We can also find many 
"footprints" of the activity of historians at the time. These can be found in University 
speeches such as the Orações de Sapiência, in correspondence between or involving 
practitioners of history, and of course, the documents kept by the organisms which dealt 
with History and historians.  
These can be separated between examples historical production (final product) and 
sources on historiographic performance. Historical production is fairly straightforward. 
By it, we mean texts published with the express intent of representing History. These 
include great collaborations, monographs, or more modest articles of just a few pages. 
What they all have in common is that they are straightforwardly about the past. 
Sources on historical performance, on the other hand, are less straightforward and 
require more explanation. Yet, if we wanted to define them, perhaps the best way would 
be to group them under the label of that which is a second order discourse about, or 
related to, the activity of writing History. They can include everything from class notes 
from students or teachers, proceedings from meetings at historian congregations, such 
as those which happened (and still happen) weekly at the Portuguese Academy of 
History, the documents which the Academy saved pertaining to each of its members, 
including letters, news pieces, some texts or some notes, speeches about academic life, 
or about academic activity, up to the very personal journals which some of these 
historians perhaps kept. Anything which can provide insight about the continuous 
performance, as opposed to the punctual final work.  
Of the former, we will focus on a few selected works. First of all, there is the História 
de Portugal, Edição Monumental60. Looking at such a huge work, spanning over 7000 
                                                          
58 Torgal, "tempo de «ditadura»," 275-300. 
59 do Ó, Os Anos de Ferro, 202-203. 
60 Peres, História de Portugal. 
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pages, it would be impossible to analyse it in its entirety. Thus we have selected four 
historians: Damião Peres (not only contributor, but also coordinator), António Baião, 
David Lopes and Manuel Paulo Merêa. We will select a significant and representative 
number of chapters out of each and analyse them tropologically. We will do the same to 
the contributions some of them made at the Conference of the Portuguese World 
Exposition61. In addition to these four historians, all of them members of the Portuguese 
Academy of History, we will look at some tokens of historiographic production of two 
other members, more often analysed as organic intellectuals62. They are Alfredo 
Pimenta and João Ameal. This way, we can look at differences and similarities in the 
discourse of authors of a respected history against the discourse of other, less respected, 
members (at least in the post-1974 historical community). 
On the latter, we will look primarily at the archive of the APH. In there, we can find the 
minutes/proceedings of the meetings of the Academy members. These notes include 
speeches, presentations of work and commemorations of members, particularly the ones 
that died during the period in question, which can then be used to assess what virtues 
were valued by the community. For example, very often, professional eulogies focused 
on what the community thought to be virtuous as opposed to what specifically was 
unique about a particular historian. These documents also include daily affairs which 
can prove rich in terms of discovering some of the habits of members of the community. 
Finally, in addition to the documents on these meetings, there are also personal files on 
each of the members of the academy that include correspondence and other personal or 
institutional documents, as well as news pieces about the subjects. Granted, these 
sources were written under different kinds of pressures and limitations, and were subject 
to different kinds of intentions, but, if this is taken into account, that which can be taken 
from them is still complementary, if not downright commensurable. 
Of course, it would be ideal to look at all of the documents of these historians. Perhaps 
some might think that focusing on all the documents of one particular historian would 
be best. However, then we lose all sense of perspective about the professional class. It is 
the aim of this thesis to assess the action of the group more than that of one individual. 
                                                          
61 Julio Dantas, Manuel Múrias, Joaquim Leitão (org.), Congresso do Mundo Português, 19 Vols. 
(Congresso do Mundo Português / Secção de Congressos, Comissão Executiva dos Centenários, 1940). 
62 Torgal, Estados Novos, 71-76. 
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This is why we must restrain ourselves to an illustration of their practices, rather than 
being exhaustive about only one person.  
 
An overview 
Thus, in this thesis, I will research the academic practices of some selected historians 
during the first years of the Portuguese New State. These can be divided in two kinds of 
practices: those directly implicated in the histories they wrote — the final product —and 
those which are related to their habits and work ethics, be it of socialization with other 
scholars in academic organizations and correspondence, or work-habits related to how 
they thought history should be researched and transmitted. This approach should 
provide a holistic view of particular cases within the Portuguese historiography 
landscape, focused on epistemic, political and moral aspects, and their connection with 
the Regime in which they were inserted. It should also provide the key features of the 
phenomenon of Discipline at the time, given its emergence in Portuguese Academia, 
and in History in particular.  
The main questions of this work are: (a) How was historical research produced at the 
time in question? (b) How did historians see themselves and their mission? (c) What 
personae defined the role of the historian, and how did they relate to each other? (d) 
Can we speak of a phenomenon of discipline or are we still dealing with a more 
atomized/personalized history-writing?  (e) How did historians respond to the Regime 
and its presence in the University and society at large? 
The main goals of this research are to (1) illustrate the historical-academic landscape of 
the 1930s in Portugal; (2) characterize the practices of these historians in terms of the 
virtues they were committed to and the goods they pursued, in effect constructing the 
persona that populated the academic landscape; (3) characterize their styles of writing 
in tropological terms; (4) relate virtues and tropology, thus connecting theory and 
practice, and seeing how personae can be consequential; (5) relate this synthesis with 
the political Regime, comparing virtues, goals and speech-practices. 
These questions and goals will be answered over two chapters plus one conclusion. The 
first chapter will deal with the practices of historians which can be gathered from their 
performance. In order to access this performative aspect of writing history, we will be 
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looking into the discussions of the Academia Portuguesa da História as registered in 
their minutes. These documents provide a perspective of what was done within the 
academic framework and it also permits us a glance at what was considered important, 
desirable. In addition, we will look into the files which the APH holds on each of their 
academics, including some correspondence, news and some of the major polemics, 
particularly when they were not related directly to historical matters, but to major 
disputes.  
The second chapter will then deal with the tropological aspect of history-writing. We 
will look at the História de Portugal coordinated by Damião Peres, in order to assess 
how professional historians wrote History. We will also look at some of the history 
written by other historians more closely related to the Regime, who served it through 
their writing, such as Alfredo Pimenta and João Ameal. While they wrote histories, 
some would dispute their status of professional historians. Still, these are precisely the 
people that would serve as a point of comparison to see what the Regime was looking 
for in terms of historiographic production. 
Throughout these two chapters, we will compare our ethical vocabulary to the Regime's 
and we will be able to see how historians fit together in a period which is often 
considered to be uncontestedly Salazarist, at least in the context of academia63. Were 
their virtues those desired by the Regime? And were the goods that oriented their 
practice upheld and valued by the State?  
Finally, in the conclusion, we will relate these two aspects, in effect creating personae, 
and we will insert it in the context of the New State. We will consider the political 
implications of these personae facing a new State — the New State — where the 
express purpose of the celebration of History, in the words of Salazar in 1940, was to be 
an act of "devotion" to those who came before, an act of "exaltation" for their deeds, 
and an act of "faith" in a future which remains in the tradition of the past64. 
One last note before we jump into the task at hand. As has been said before, the task of 
mapping the discipline of History in the period of the New State has hardly begun, and 
while this thesis is an effort in that direction, we will not be looking into some 
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o Estado Novo, 74. 
64 António de Oliveira Salazar, "800 Anos de Independência," speech read on the 4th of June, 1940, in 
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significant areas where this disciplinarization took place. We will not be looking at the 
Press. This was where censorship acted primarily, and it was also where some of our 
historians wrote65. To think the activity of the historian without the public space is to 
ignore the aspect of organic intellectual which was often embedded in their role identity, 
especially in the role identity of those historians which have been deemed 
propagandists. We will also not be looking specifically at Lycea (high schools). These 
were where some of these men taught before they taught at university. To understand 
just how significant this was, Damião Peres, the coordinator of the História de 
Portugal, taught at the Passos Manuel Lyceum before teaching in Universidade do 
Porto and then in Coimbra, and he invited some of his colleagues from there for 
contributions to the Edição Monumental66. Just because we are focusing on Historians 
closely associated to the APH and to Universities, we do not mean to state that this was 
the only place where the discipline was preponderant. Other places, somewhat studied 
but not on this angle, need to be taken into account before we get anything resembling a 
complete picture, and though sociology of professions does not seem to be an integral 
part of this project, it should certainly be taken into account in subsequent efforts.  
* 
This is a story of historians. In Portugal, some of them are not even acknowledged as 
such, while the others are only allowed the title of historian if severely qualified. 
Indeed, as ironic as it may seem regarding a group of privileged men, they have fallen 
prey to "the enormous condescension of posterity"67, particularly within the historical 
discipline. But they were there, and they had a part in creating this academic body we 
are inserted in, even if mostly by causing the current pantheonic figures of Portuguese 
historiography to rebel, for example Vitorino Magalhães Godinho. They are, thus, 
connected to us. This story concerns us, and this is a text which is meant to disconcert 
us, given how comfortable and well adjusted historians can be within a State which is 
thus described by the historian Alfredo Pimenta in a letter to Salazar:  
                                                          
65 Regarding censorship in periodicals, vide do Ó, Os Anos de Ferro, 197-203; Regarding historians 
writing in such periodicals, several examples can be found in Vilela, Vilela. 
66 Joaquim Romero Magalhães, "Damião António Peres," in Dicionário de Historiadores; For example, 
Francisco Teófilo de Oliveira Júnior was formerly a teacher at the Passos Manuel Lyceum and was 
invited to participate in the History of Barcelos; Peres, História de Portugal, Vol. 4, 177, 337-363. 
67 E. P. Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class (London: Penguin, 1980).  
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"Everything is conditioned, rationed, directed. What else is left for this to be totalitarian? 
Your Excellency knows very well that I think it very good that this is so. What I do not 
agree with is that this is denied."68 
  
                                                          
68 Salazar e Alfredo Pimenta. Correspondência. 1931-1950. Preface by Manuel Braga da Cruz (Lisboa: 
Verbo, 2008), p.288. 
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Chapter I: Performance and the ideal of the Historian 
History is often thought of as what has been done. Historiography, indeed, is no 
exception. Both in this field and in the field of philosophy of history, the focus in the 
last decades has been almost entirely on the final product — the works that were 
written, the accounts of the past69. Yet, historians are defined and identified by more 
than just contributions. More important than 'What has the discipline of History done 
during the New State?' is 'What was it doing?', 'How was it doing it?', and 'What did it 
want to do?'. This brings us from materiality — the text — to the realm of actions and 
intentions, associating ethics to epistemology, that is, associating virtue to knowledge.  
Performance and the ideal of the Historian are different things. The former refers to the 
actual habits and skills performed by the practitioners of the discipline, while the latter 
refers to which virtues were held in high regard in speech-acts, rather than specifically 
in actual acts. However, these two aspects are, of course, very much intertwined. The 
practices of historical research and history-writing are not entirely (or even mostly) 
unconscious, so there should be a link between what a historian wants to do, or publicly 
considers to be desirable, and what he or she does, in fact, does. Thus, while not 
conflating the ideal with the act, we should consider both, in their interconnectedness, in 
order to assess those habits, skills, virtues, and the goods which direct them, towards an 
explanation of what historians were and what they were supposed to be. 
This first chapter will, then, look at the performance and ideals of historians: what was 
desired and what was good. To that end, we will explore the activities of the Portuguese 
Academy of History70, a State-supported organization of Historians which was meant to 
be the beacon of light leading historiography to a better path. We will look at its way of 
doing, knowing and organizing. These three points of performative definition will be 
explored throughout three sections. The first is dedicated to the historian's relationship 
to science, to documents, and to objectivity — the historian's relationship with the past 
as a knowable thing. The second focuses on patriotism, that is, the historian's relation to 
its primary object of study (at the time) — the Nation, on which he or she is dependent 
and to which he or she has a set of obligations. Finally, we will look at how these 
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70 See annex 1 for more context on the creation, objectives and formation of the Portuguese Academy of 
History. 
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historians worked with each other, that is, how they organized and worked together. 
These sections can, thus, be put in terms of commitments: to knowledge, to the nation, 
and to unity. 
 
Image 1: Drawing that celebrates the Portuguese 
Academy of History. It is displayed before the cover page 
of every issue of the published minutes. 
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A Commitment to Knowledge 
The first concern of the Portuguese Academy of History, and of its members, was 
knowledge. This should not be surprising. We are dealing with scholars, with historians. 
Their first objective was to know the past. The question, then, becomes 'what kind of 
knowledge?'. Indeed this commitment to knowledge can be broken into three different 
commitments: to science, documentalism, and objectivity. These commitments were so 
hegemonic that, in all the discussions of the APH, they seemed to be, at the same time, 
one of the most prominent aspects of research, and almost entirely unquestioned 
elements of the historian's daily life.  
 
Science 
Looking at the notion of History as science, it is unsurprising that this topic came up in 
the inaugural speech of the Congress of the Portuguese World. This was a lavishly 
funded gathering of 
historians and social 
scientists in 1940, in 
the context of the 
double centennial of 
the foundation of the 
Portuguese 
nationality (1139) and 
the restoration of 
independence (1640), 
and its consequent 
celebrations, which 
were crowned with a 
World Exposition. In 
this Congress, over 
Image 2: The World Exposition of The Portuguese World (1940). This 
event was a commemoration of the double centennial of the foundation of 
the nationality (1139) and the restoration of the Independence (1640). 
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five-hundred communications were presented by Portuguese and foreign historians71. In 
the inauguration speech, a theme that was relatively consensual was to be expected. 
Julio Dantas, member of the Portuguese Academy of History, President of the Congress 
and prominent public cultural figure, spoke about the present and future of the 
Historical activity:  
"Whatever may be the definition of the concept of history, and as great as the divergences 
between historians, philosophers and sociologists may present themselves to be in terms of 
the nature, the objective, the content and the methods of this science, it cannot be contested 
that its fundamental element is the 'fact' — in its triplicate contingent, necessary and logical 
expression — , and that, not only in the investigation of historical facts, but in the 
consequent operations of the erudite synthesis and the scientific synthesis (deduction of 
laws), the historian aspires, above all else, to the knowledge of the truth about the events of 
the human past."72  
This perspective of scientism is very much in tune with the spirit of the time. Indeed, 
the 1940s were the heyday of the covering law model.73 This also immediately clarifies 
that the Portuguese academia was not a hermetic body. Not only was the previous 
statement clearly up to date with the then current developments in historiography, 
Dantas clearly set History as science against history as art, referencing Benedetto Croce, 
or History as literary genre, referencing Carlyle.74 The objective would be, then, to 
"establish or re ̶̶̶̶establish the truth of the facts in its essence, in its causality and in its 
logic", a truth which was the "superior objective of our operations of erudite analysis 
and of historical synthesis".75 
Just for the reader to understand how consensual this position was, Caeiro da Mata, 
speaking immediately after Dantas with a very divergent — one could almost say 
entirely contradictory — opinion on objectivity and patriotism (as we will see later on), 
still assumes historians to be "men of science"76. There was a clear positivistic approach 
to History in Portugal which could be traced back to the 19th century, to such historians 
                                                          
71 Júlio Dantas, Congresso do Mundo Português, 19 Vols. (Lisboa: Comissão Executiva dos Centenários, 
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72 Dantas, Congresso, 84. 
73 Carl G. Hempel, "The function of general laws in history," Journal of Philosophy 39 (2) (1942), 35-48. 
74 Dantas, Congresso, 84. 
75 Dantas, Congresso, 87. 
76 José Caeiro da Mata, Congresso do Mundo Português, Vol. 19,  91. 
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as Teófilo Braga or Consiglieri Pedroso.77 Granted, Dantas and Teófilo were different in 
their perspectives on History, but the idea that History was a Science was not by any 
means new in Portugal at the time of this speech. 
But aside from the oft-repeated, agreed-upon assumption that historians are men of 
science, there was barely any theoretical debate in Portugal. In the ten years of APH 
sessions analysed in this work, there was only one presentation on theoretical matters, in 
1944, where these issues of science had the space to be properly fleshed out. It was 
entitled "Historical Probability", and it was pronounced by Gastão de Melo e Matos, 
one of the most active, if less well known members of the Academy. His perspective, 
again, was well within the context of the debates in the West. While positing that every 
human deed was part Science, part Art, he clearly focus on the scientific aspect of 
history in his communication, and he goes on to state that scientific truth is "essentially 
provisory", a question which was found in other authors concerned in one way or 
another with philosophy of history or philosophy of science in the 1940s (e.g. Popper)78. 
This was a clear innovation regarding perspectives of Science in the past. For example, 
Oliveira Guimarães, a Professor of Humanities and Chair of Methodology of the 
Sciences of the Spirit in Coimbra79, spoke as recently as 1926 about the concept and the 
boons of modern Science. While he would be in accordance with Matos in the law-like 
quality of scientific knowledge, Guimarães was clearly opposed to the idea of 
empiricism.80 But the most interesting aspect of Matos' communication is his 
comparison between History and the exact sciences: 
"The historical method is perfectly similar to that of exact sciences, given that it is the 
hypothesis, induced from facts which number was deemed sufficient, which must orient the 
search for new knowledge. Such search does not, nor can it have, the character of 
experimentation, given that it lacks the character of the voluntary act; however, the 
circumstance of it being directed does not allow for it to be catalogued as observation. / 
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79 J. M. Tavares Castilho, "José Joaquim de Oliveira Guimarães," Os procuradores da Câmara 
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Only the much greater complexity of phenomena, and the impossibility of elimination of 
factors of perturbation, make the degree of historical probability smaller in comparison to 
other sciences. / Thus, History, considered as science, is constituted by a body of 
hypotheses with all characteristics of scientific truth and of value measured by its degree of 
probability; though smaller than in other sciences, the very notion of probability implies the 
admissibility of error, and constitutes a permanent character of scientific truth."81 
This communication was thoroughly praised by Costa Veiga, then Director of the 
National Library, by Silva Carvalho, and by Caeiro da Mata, who was presiding the 
meeting. The latter also referenced the opportunity of the presentation given the current 
clash between "two schools, one which seeks to consider History as Science, and the 
other which does not". From this episode, two things become apparent. First of all, we 
better understand the meaning of History as Science to these men. It is a highly 
mechanistic, causal, metonymical endeavour, looking for laws. Second of all, while 
sometimes  posited as immutable in nature, these laws are also transcendental in that 
they are not definitively knowable. Caeiro da Mata had already hinted at History as an 
indefinite endeavour in his 1940 speech.82 Even the very nature of the Academy, as 
posited in its statutes, leads the reader to understand as much, given the emphasis on 
revision.83  
History as Science could also be clearly found in the daily life of these historians, 
especially considering the directions their collective work was taking. For example, not 
only did the minister refer to the 1st Congress of the History of the Portuguese 
Expansion as a "service to the Nation and to Science"84,  in 1941, the first meeting of 
the Academic Council was dedicated to the deliberation that a greater investment should 
be made in bibliographies. The logic behind this was that  
"If, in the experimental field, Science is constituted by the constant renovation of acquired 
knowledge, correcting and substituting it, in History we cannot always verify the change of 
the previous state of knowing, instead compiling the knowledge. / Compilation can only be 
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achieved possessing an inventory of existing works, and that inventory is the 
bibliography."85 
Even when knowledge continued to be up to date, or when two competing theories did 
not falsify each other, knowledge needed to be compiled. 
Also, in their discussions, historians would often defend themselves with notions of 
science. This was the case of Alfredo Pimenta, discussing with Rui de Azevedo about 
the certainty of his recently presented work, at the APH in 1939: "It is not with what 
could be or could not be that we ground ourselves for our scientific positions: it is on 
what has been ascertained". Still, a few sentences later he would state that "Everything 
we conclude is provisory. Nor does science have the pretention of the definitive. And it 
doesn’t, precisely because it knows that tomorrow is the correction of yesterday."86 
And, of course, characterizing a work as scientific was often a compliment in the 
moments of praise that followed presentations at the Academy.  
But this emphasis on Science was not only seen in terms of knowledge. It could be seen 
also in terms of the auxiliary sciences to History and the importance that was attributed 
to them. For example, in the eulogies of Garcia de Vasconcelos, in 1942, he was 
considered an "admirable man of action" precisely because, during his life as a 
professor at the University of Coimbra, he worked on archaeological matters, developed 
"hagiography in rigorously scientific ways", and restored the teaching of the auxiliary 
sciences to Coimbra.87 And, given the emphasis that was placed on documents, 
palaeography, diplomatics, epistology, or any other source-driven discipline was 
considered paramount for the work of the historian. For example, at the time of its 
founding, the Academic Council had a Palaeography Reviser. That position was later 
extinguished, though this was likely because of the lack of need for a reviser, and not 
because of the lack of importance of the discipline. 
Numismatics was also a particularly important auxiliary science. In 1944, a proposal for 
the creation of the International Federation of Numismatics (FIN) was advanced by 
Pedro Batalha Reis, which would be concretized in 1945. The reason for this 
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Federation, as well as its connection to History as Science, becomes eminently clear in a 
numismatics communication by Batalha Reis in 1946. In it, he stated that "in order to 
satisfy the demands of modern science, it became necessary […] to give [numismatics] 
new fields of action, as well as provide it with a new technique that allows it to study 
more solidly the coins as expressive historical documents". Only then could 
numismatics stop being "the descriptive art of old numismatists" and become the "true 
science of coins".88  
Yet, FIN was not only concerned with (scientific) method. Indeed, it was primarily 
concerned with sources. Its proposal opened in an unmistakably document-centred way:  
"The Academy of History / Considering that the collection of all the historical 
documentation constitutes the indispensable basis of development for the historical studies 
which it supports; / Considering that it is the thought of the Government to do the inventory 
of the historical patrimony of the Nation; / Considering that Numismatics is one of the 
branches of History which documentation is more dispersed […] / Comes before Your 
Excellency, Minister of National Education, to solicit the creation of the International 
Federation of Numismatics with the double end of inventorying all the monetary and 
medallic documentation […], and to provide to all numismatists […] the directions they 
need in their studies."89 
 This was one of the several ways in which documents were at the centre of the 
historical practice, especially from an organizational point of view. 
 
Documents and Documentalism 
The most obvious evidence of this concern with the document is offered by the lists of 
publications that were presented by the Academy every year in their Minutes. In the 
first year of publications, 1940, Out of 7 publications, 6 were source collections, the last 
being the Minutes of 1937-1938. Out of these 6 collections, numbering a total of 2565 
pages, only 78 pages were dedicated to explanatory prefaces. Roughly a third of that 
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length was dedicated to pictures, and the remaining 2460 pages were just transcribed 
sources. This means that 96% of these pages were compiled documents.90  
In the decade of the 1940s, this trend continues to manifest itself in the publications, 
though the proportions did vary. For example, just the following year, five volumes of 
the APH Annals were published. These Annals were where academics could publish 
their original works, particularly when it was presented at the APH. By their very 
nature, these publications are, of course, more centred in explanation and narrative. Yet, 
most of the works were not only often focused on particular sources (e.g. "The 
Medieval Charter Letters of Guimarães", by Alfredo Pimenta), they almost invariably 
included appendixes where the source material was presented in published form (e.g. 
"The Restoration of 1640 in the District of Bragança", by Francisco Manuel Alves )91. 
Until 1948, 11 document collections were published by the APH. In the same period, 12 
volumes of the Annals were published, as well as one other work by Alfredo Pimenta. 
 
 
Graphic 1: see Annex 2 
 
Typically, the document collections were bigger than the Annals volumes. They were 
also focused primarily on documents pertaining to the first decades of medieval 
Portugal or the 17th century period of war against Spain, as Portugal, as a political 
                                                          
90 Academia Portuguesa da História, Boletim, Quarto Ano, 1940 (Lisboa: Oficinas Gráficas da Casa 
Portuguesa, 1942), 103-108. 
91 APH, Boletim 1941, 121-129. 
0
2
4
6
8
10
12
14
1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 Total
APH publications per year
Document Collections
Annals
Other publications
32 
 
entity, was again becoming independent again. This was part of the APH's participation 
in the commemorations of the double centennial. Indeed, the Academy's annual budget 
reflected this concern, given that it was always boosted by a very significant sum 
towards this end. For example, in 1939, the total budget was of 394.760$00 (escudos), 
but, out of those, 350.000$00 were marked as being destined to "the satisfaction of 
those obligations to the commemoration of the Centennials of the Foundation of the 
Nationality and the Restoration of the Independence"92. In the following year, we find 
roughly the same situation. It is in 1941 that that sum is cut to 150.000$00, and in 1942, 
the last year with a budget specifically dedicated to the commemorations, it was again 
reduced to 130.000$00.  
Still, From 1940 onwards, though in very small amounts, and from 1943 onwards in 
amounts similar to those spent on the commemorations, the Academy continued to have 
an ample budget dedicated to its own publications, and they continued to be extremely 
source-centred. Even in the Annals, which were not collections of sources per se, most 
works continued to have appendixes with printed documents. So if we look at the 
amount of money spent on publications, given that a majority of that money was being 
spent on source-printing, we see just how important documents were to these historians. 
More than two-thirds of the budget went to publications — almost 2.5 million escudos. 
 
Graphic 2: see Annex 3 
                                                          
92 Academia Portuguesa da História, Boletim, Terceiro Ano, 1939 (Lisboa: Oficinas Gráficas da Casa 
Portuguesa, 1942), 56. 
0
50000
100000
150000
200000
250000
300000
350000
400000
450000
500000
1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948
Annual Budgets of the APH for publications 
(in Escudos)
Commemorations 
(publications)
Publicity and 
Propaganda 
(publications)
Remaining Budget
Total Budget
33 
 
 
In the APH meetings, documents were also extremely important. Again, there were 
communications which were centred on sources, similarly to the publications. For 
example, Batalha Reis' presentation on the "Revelation of the true meaning of the 
hidden signs in Portuguese Coins", in 194593. However, Even those communications 
that were not immediately apprehensible to be about sources, that is, which titles and 
introductions were about some specific event, period or place, ended up being extremely 
source-focused.  
It should not be surprising, then, that establishing a great concern, even reverence, for 
the documentation, was seen as a virtue. In a commemorative session of Vasconcelos 
Abreu, a 19th century Portuguese orientalist and specialist in Sanskrit, Afonso de 
Dornelas praised his work Fragments of an attempt of scholastic study of the 
Portuguese Epopee particularly because Abreu did not limit himself to working on the 
sources that were known, but because he thought it "paramount to choose all which is 
inedited, and to raise to their rightful height those almost forgotten names [of less well 
known Portuguese navigators]"94. Dornelas would then continue to praise Abreu, 
considering that  
"It was with those appreciable elements, collected here in our land, […], and brought from 
the origin by our forefathers, that Vasconcelos Abreu elevated himself to the scientific 
category he attained before the sapient orientalists of the world."95 
As we can see, not only knowledge about, but even the mere knowledge of a certain 
document was a particular good to be sought. This is also evident with the previously 
mentioned concern for bibliographies, but is further stated in the communications of 
Sampaio Ribeiro regarding the Royal Library of Music of D. João IV. The first one of 
these was focused on the table of contents of the set of boxes, and also versed about the 
contents of the first of the 40 boxes which figured in the index. From that box, the 
historian gave detailed descriptions of the 69 documents contained in it, and was 
praised, among other things, for the extreme rarity of the archival material ("only two 
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tokens in the whole world")96. In the following year, he would give another talk on the 
second box of the set.97 
It becomes clear, then, that this concern with documents went hand in hand with 
patience and diligence. Size mattered. This only becomes clearer with the statement 
from the Annual Report of 1945: 
"To assess the extent of the executed works it suffices to say that about six thousand 
medieval documents were inventoried, that an expert opinion was elaborated [for the 
government, on a historical issue] which occupied a complete volume of the Annals and 
that, in order to satisfy one academic's request for clarification on ancient measures of 
distance, another academic had to answer him with a study of over seventy pages."98 
Part of the reason for this concern with documents was, of course, epistemic. 
Paraphrasing an aforementioned quote by Pimenta, Science was not made with what 
historians might find, it was made with what historians did find99. Another part of the 
concern was due to ethical reasons. This focus on providing the sources to the reader 
was a measure of respect for the audience and of historical probity. Indeed, this is what 
Alfredo Pimenta stated, years after the fact, when discussing in print his conflict with 
Rui de Azevedo. In 1939, Pimenta and Azevedo had a divergence of opinions on the 
meaning of the nomenclature of D. Afonso Henriques, first king of Portugal. In question 
were the uses of the titles Rex, Infans and Princeps. After alleging not hearing the 
communication well, Pimenta asked for Azevedo's text in order to offer a reply. After 
being given the text, he proceeded to self-publish an answer, which included the 
original unpublished text of Azevedo originally disagreeing with him as an appendix. 
This disagreement was almost entirely a matter of source criticism, with the focus on 
the authenticity and status of particular documents, which could be considered treatises 
or official news100. Yet, it could be argued that publishing someone else's work without 
explicit authorization goes against the ethics of the scholar. Though the matter was, at 
the time, dismissed, it would later be included in several reports on the behaviour of 
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Alfredo Pimenta, prior to his expulsion of the academy101. It would be precisely in that 
period that Pimenta would state his ethical reasons for publishing the colleague's work:  
"And so that the reader could form secure judgment on the problem in question, I fulfilled 
my duty to provide, in Appendix, the complete text of the observations of [Rui de 
Azevedo]. / Is there a more correct and noble procedure? / This circumstance of extreme 
loyalty irritated the property-owner nerves of the aforementioned academic, and made him 
an idiot, to the point of going to a lawyer's office! High Comedy!"102 
Granted, there is likely an aspect of facetiousness in this explanation. However, given 
the polemicist style of Pimenta, his explanation should still be taken somewhat 
seriously. Given the high-mindedness of his mission when he wrote that passage (he 
was, after all, clearing his name for his children and grand-children)103, it is not unlikely 
that he would, in the same paragraph, attempt at honesty, probity, and insult. After all, 
in a work where Pimenta makes no effort to mask his contempt for some of the scholars 
he talks about (going so far as to joke about their names and implying their devilish, 
impish nature104), he also provides printed, unadulterated copies of twenty-seven 
documents. Under normal circumstances this might seem normal, given the nature of 
the work — it was his defence against defamation. On the other hand, this was also a 
self-published work, and it surely cost him a significant amount of money to simply 
double the amount of pages he was printing. 
Yet, the attitude towards documents, as far as we have been looking at it, goes beyond 
the mere concern with the practical, with the rigorous and honest endeavour of thinking 
history recurring to the sources. Indeed, it acquires aspects of fetishism. In most of what 
we looked at so far, this fetishism is mostly implicit. However, there were instances 
where this became absolutely obvious. For example, General Carmona had been 
awarded with the title of Honorary President of the Academy at the time of its creation. 
In 1945, he received a diploma as a gift from the APH. But this was no ordinary 
diploma: it was an illuminated diploma, in parchment, written in Latin, praising him on 
his virtues as leader of the Fatherland, in a clear attempt to emulate those documents of 
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old. This characteristic of fetishism facing documents, something not entirely unlike 
that relationship 19th century historians, such as Ranke, felt in the face of the archive105, 
truly completes this notion of documentalism, which, though we have mostly referred to 
it as a concern so far, should be understood as more than just that. The document is not 
merely a good in pragmatic, epistemic terms, it is a good in ethical terms as well. It is 
something worthy of reverence, admiration and emulation. 
This attitude towards documents was also relevant for one more phenomenon: 
reproduction. In these two decades (1930s and 1940s), photography became an 
incredibly important practice in Portuguese historiography. In the budget of 1937, 
which amounted to a total of 64.000$00, 38.566$50 (350£) were destined to the 
purchase of a "complete 'Photostat' no. 4 reproduction device"106. In the arguments 
presented at the time of the authorization of the purchase, the device was described as "a 
very useful auxiliary for historical work, making its execution easier, because it permits 
the use of documents outside of the archives by means of faithful copies"107. Images 
were of paramount importance not only for research, but also for the presentation of the 
sources to the reader. For example, the Annals often had images that supplemented the 
text108, and the History of Barcelos, for example, was thoroughly illustrated and 
reproduced many documents109. Even the Boletim, where the minutes were published, 
had images appended to it occasionally. Some were photographs of the Academics or of 
other persons of interest, but others were photographs of documents or other 
paraphernalia, such as a picture of D. João II110 or the aforementioned faux-document 
presented to General Carmona.  
Only six years after getting the Photostat no. 4, there was another request to buy a new 
reproduction device — "Leica" — on account of the lack of portability of the machine 
then in use. This lack of portability was also alleged as a reason for its lack of use until 
then (relative to expectations), given that most archives wouldn't allow the moving of  
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Image 3: Document presented to General Carmona in 1945, 
commemorating his being honorary president of the APH. 
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the documents to the Academy headquarters111. However, unlike the Photostat, this new 
machine never appeared as an expense in the APH budget and was not discussed again 
in the time presently analysed, from which we can deduce it was not approved by the 
Ministry.  
Moreover, not only was reproduction a concern, so was the kind of reproduction in 
question, leading to specific guidelines on how to reproduce materials. For example, in 
a project to inventory the nautical iconographic materials concerning Portuguese 
history,  the APH specifically stated a hierarchy of reproductive fidelity, preferring 
photographs to drawings, and within the former, preferring film to plates. Indeed, for 
the purposes of scientific historical research, drawings were only acceptable as a last 
resort, and it would be preferred to photograph a photography of the original than to 
have a drawing of the original, when the archive was too far away to allow for a trip 
there112.   
These concerns echo the importance of photography in late 19th century science. Then, 
the technical concerns about film vs. zinc plates, or about photograph vs. drawing, were 
also of great importance in the lives of scientists that were engaged in the visual 
reproduction of materials, for example in the crafting of atlases113. In 1941, for example, 
Gago Coutinho clearly showed concern with the medium in which the letters of the 
Viscount of Santarém were published — tracing, stating that it a was an "imperfect form 
of reproduction, which presently requires the confrontation with the originals, in order 
for the historian not to be led into error"114. Given the importance of these practices, it 
could be construed that these Portuguese scholars fit the persona of the academic 
knower as "worker", committed to the intellectual virtue of "mechanical objectivity"115. 
However, mechanical objectivity entails a particular, specific meaning behind the type 
of reproduction it endorses: it should be a means to the self-effacement of the knower 
when dealing with knowledge in nature.   
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Objectivity 
Discursively speaking, one of the most important aspects of 'knowing' in the 1930s and 
1940s was that knowledge be objective. Objectivity was, in the words of Julio Dantas, 
the virtue which "should preside over all the operations of History". Yet, like anything 
which has been around for as long as objectivity has (since Kant in its most modern 
iteration at the time), objectivity is a concept that requires definition.  
Prima facie, and especially when taking the 19th century into account, this 20th century 
objectivity could be construed as a self-effacement of the historian. The primary focus 
of these Portuguese New State historians was not their knowledge. It was the 
documents. As we have seen, documents, and documentalism, was very much in the 
order of the day, and this was a period of hegemony of the methodical school in 
Portugal. "Pas des documents, pas de l'histoire"116 was very much a motto to these men.  
Yet, this self-effacement, characteristic of 19th century science and historiography, was 
not a significant factor in the practices of these men. Asceticism was not a prominent 
part of objectivity, paradoxically as it may sound. These historians were often exuberant 
in several ways. More visibly but perhaps less importantly, they treated each other — 
and expected to be equally treated — with a kind of reverence and politeness which was 
according to their status. We are dealing with noblemen (e.g. Ameal, Tovar), Ministers  
(e.g. Caeiro da Mata, Caetano), public officials (e.g. Baião) cultural figures of the 
highest level of public exposure (e.g. Pimenta, Dantas), and University professors (e.g. 
Merêa, Peres). Everyone treated everyone else as "Your Excellency", followed by the 
official and/or academic title. In addition, in the Internal Regiment, published in 1945, a 
dress-code was set that would dispel any remaining idea that these men did not think of 
themselves as important, perhaps even central. Academics were supposed to wear the 
APH necklace at all solemn sessions of the Academy. Also, there was a uniform. It was 
composed by trousers and a high-collar tailcoat with gold embroideries, a bicorn with 
white plumes, and a cape, all in blue and gold. The uniform would be complete with the 
decorative rapier.117 
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There was a rhetoric of objectivity and even self-effacement, at least to a certain extent. 
For example, in the professional eulogy of Garcia de Vasconcelos, in 1942, Maurício 
dos Santos characterized him as most illustrious because of his historical works, due to 
his "objectivity, serene impartiality, haughty independence in his judgments, and acute 
critical sensitivity"118. 
Another fine example of this kind of praise was that of Caeiro da Mata, in his speech at 
the Congress of the Portuguese World would state: 
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"To men of science, elevating themselves to the serene heights of speculative life, above the 
storms provoked by interests and passions, and to the power of the spiritual strength that 
they embody, is given the mission to contribute towards the removal of such obstacles."119 
Yet, in the same speech, he exuberantly advocated an overtly nationalized history, 
remembering the sum total of the contribution of Portugal to civilization as follows: 
"Christian Portugal, vanquisher of Islam, prosecutor of heretics, sword of Rome, cradle of 
Nun’Álvares, light of Trent, conqueror and evangelist of half the world, everywhere sower 
of the bones of knights, apostles and martyrs, Portugal, creator of peoples, ideas and 
institutions: — that is our greatness and there lie the profound roots of our unity."120 
He further stated that Portugal "contributed to complete the Universe"121 through its 
maritime exploration. This kind of exuberance was also transported to narration as a 
virtue, particularly as far as historians commented on other historian's works. For 
example, when speaking of the work of Garcia de Vasconcelos, in 1938, Garcia de 
Mascaranhas described Vasconcelos as the most "passionate" historian of the Queen 
Saint Isabel, and later, after reading an excerpt from Vasconcelos' work on the day of 
the Restoration of the Independence, stated that  
"none of my fellow academics would shy away from being enchanted with such a 
complete, such a calm, such a historic and, in a word, such a beautiful narration of the first 
of December of 1640. It rightly holds a select place in national historiography."122 
Another great example of this exuberance in narration for the purposes of 'enchantment' 
is the narrative style of António Baião when writing about the sources of his work on 
"Graça Barreto and the Monstrosities". Referring to a letter close to Barreto's death, 
Baião describes the words as written "already with a trembling and almost agonizing 
hand". It then becomes clear that asceticism was not a priority in the historicization of 
the past, just as much as it was not a priority in the visual presentation of the historian, 
with his glinting rapier at hand. Asceticism was rhetorical, and nothing beyond that. 
Still, it was mentioned as such on some occasions, which probably means that, while 
objectivity was changing, some still cared for it in the older, more ascetic, iteration. A 
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great example of this was Julio Dantas, who claimed, in the speech that immediately 
preceded that of Caeiro da Mata, that "passions inevitably deform events"123.   
These concerns, however, had to take into account one of the Regime's biggest virtues 
— one personally endorsed by Salazar, judging by his style: sobriety. In the annual 
report of 1945, in the section regarding the commemorative works published on the 
occasion of the double centennial, it was stated that "The luxury of the editions — 
though sober — was not compatible with small sums, and the objective of the 
publications justifies, absolutely, the way in which they were produced"124. Even in a 
Regime of fiscal conservatism, and during a major world conflict, asceticism and 
sobriety, though acknowledged, were trumped by commemoration on the rank of virtues 
and goods. 
Objectivity was, then, somewhat disconnected from asceticism. One other virtue, 
however, was a part of this notion of objectivity, explained the methodical and technical 
concerns and made this academic virtue more recognizable to our contemporary eyes: 
accuracy. Though accuracy is not a synonym of objectivity, it is, still today, taken as a 
central part of it, especially when dealing on the factual level. It was, perhaps, the 
greatest methodical driver of these scholars. 
For example, in 1943, Alfredo Pimenta wrote a small pamphlet criticizing the work of a 
fellow historian, Father Miguel de Oliveira. Almost all the points of contention were on 
questions of exactitude. Pimenta contested the lack of source material for some 
assertions that were very precise, but, since they lacked valid sources, were in fact 
inexact. Dating issues were one such case: Oliveira presented the date for the foundation 
of the Monte Cassino Monastery, but Pimenta claimed there was no source anywhere 
that stated that125. Oliveira also claimed that All Saints Day was celebrated in the 8th 
century, when Pimenta pointed out that, in fact, it was only a 9th century practice126. 
Oliveira stated that Duns Scotus was an "adversary of Thomism", and Pimenta 
corrected that Scotus was merely "an adversary of many Thomist theses — and never of 
Thomism as a system"127.  
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Accuracy was also a very significant virtue in the meetings of the APH. Several 
questions were directed at chronology or the place where a certain battle was fought, 
often for the purposes of commemoration, but the answers would always be extremely 
accurate, if not always extremely precise. The former was clearly regarded in a higher 
way than the other. A good example of this was the praise that Laranjo Coelho received 
from António Baião for the aforementioned annual report of 1945: "giving the exact 
idea of the academic works already effected and which was presented in a very sober 
way."128 Accuracy was simply one of the most common, if perhaps less 
meaningful/distinct forms of praise to be given in the Academy. Also, in his previously 
cited speech, Julio Dantas was adamant in the need that the historian verify "the 
exactitude of the facts to the point where scientific verification is possible"129. 
 
Summing up, we are presented with an academic community which is, at least in their 
own practices and in their second order discourse, (1) deeply committed to history as 
science, with its concern for causation and verification; (2) with practices very much 
rooted in the documents, to the point where we go from a simple concern with materials 
to a commitment to something also including some fetishist characteristics — which we 
call documentalism; and (3) a relative commitment to a notion of objectivity which is 
developing into something more ambivalent and conflicting than that of its predecessors 
in the 19th century, only rhetorically bound to asceticism, and becoming closer to 
accuracy. These are perhaps the most important guiding virtues to these historians, in 
pursuit of the best knowledge possible, find themselves adopting. Yet, good knowledge 
was not the only good these men were committed to. Another very important good was 
the Portuguese Nation, which was an important force, as we will see, in re-shaping 
objectivity into something less ascetic. In the words of Caeiro da Mata, and 
foreshadowing the next section, the objective of the 1940 Congress of the Portuguese 
World had a clear objective: to "remember the most beautiful and excellent epochs of 
the History of Portugal and to celebrate the great and heroic adventures of the 
Fatherland", immediately succeeded by another clear objective: the "revision of many of 
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the problems of national history [in] the light of documents of our past — mirrors in 
which parcels of historical truth are reflected."130 
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A Commitment to the Nation 
We saw in the previous section that these historians were concerned with the right way 
to know. Yet, their mission did not depend entirely on how to know, it also depended 
heavily on what to study, and their primary object was, undoubtedly, the Nation. After 
all, the APH was created as a directing organ of Portuguese national history. Not only 
was it supposed to coordinate efforts in all that concerned this field, it also had the 
political mission of justifying the "inalienable rights of Portugal"131, that is, it had a 
mission of legitimating not just the State, but especially the Nation.  
Yet, the historian's commitment to the nation was not merely a matter of defending the 
rights of the State. If the State and the nation were truly conflatable in this case132, then 
we could not consider the Nation to be a good — at least not in the sense that 
knowledge, for example, is a good. Knowledge can be considered a good because it can 
be considered a drive of the one which holds it as a good. If we consider a good to be a 
desideratum, then it must be associated to a desire — for example, a drive for 
knowledge. In the same sense, when we consider the Nation to be a good, we cannot 
think of that ideal conception of the Nation which is conflatable with the State and the 
Regime. That would be, indeed, to take a physical entity for a psychological drive. On 
the contrary, if we focus on that connection between people, that sense of identity which 
is not an institution, but can be fostered by institutions and policies (much like the 
Policy of the Spirit133), then we reach something which is not material nor universal, but 
still can be considered a drive.  
This is, admittedly, a different conception of good than the Aristotelian, but it is the one 
adopted in this thesis. Virtues like patriotism, or other examples we will see in this 
section, are directed towards the Nation (the good) precisely because they are that which 
allows one to contribute to nation-building. Virtuous behaviour accommodates for the 
drive towards something. Just like thinking in scientific terms, or being objective, 
(forms of virtuous behaviour) accommodate the drive towards knowledge, so does 
being patriotic accommodate for the drive towards a Nation that is more powerful, 
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spiritually and physically — more connected to itself — a set of people which is more 
aware of itself qua Nation, and thus behaves more in a national manner, as a cohesive 
moral body134. Indeed, this commitment to the nation can be seen as a commitment to 
connect the people to that ideal entity. The Nation (good) is that connection of people to 
Nation (ideal entity). 
The APH took its mission seriously. If we look at the main points of interest in 
Academy publications, we find them to be the "Foundation of the Nationality", the 
Restoration of the Independence, and Portuguese Maritime History, particularly as far 
as exploration, discovery and colonization were concerned135. In fact, the only works 
that were not exclusively concerned with Portugal, as object of study, were about 
Portuguese interventions elsewhere or about foreign interventions in Portuguese 
territory, with particular focus on diplomatic history. For example, in 1945, a 
particularly prolific year in terms of Academy publications (three volumes of the 
Annals, all dedicated to the Restoration of the Independence), some of the most 
international texts we find are "The Surrendering of the Castilian Garrisons in 1640", 
"The Acclamation of  D. João IV in Guinea", "The Restoration and the Diplomatic 
History of Dutch Brazil (1640-1641)" or "The Diplomatic Action of Portugal in the 
Congress of Westphalia"136. Portugal is always contemplated. It is, perhaps, the greatest 
constant in the efforts of this academic body. This can also be seen in the presentations 
at the Academy, which is not surprising, since the published texts were often presented 
first, and only then published. 
Not only was the Portuguese Nation overwhelmingly the primary object of study, 
patriotism, that is, love of one's nation, was also an important virtue in scholarship. This 
love, of course, entailed the active nurturing and caring for the Nation, as well as pride 
in the national body, its history and feats, and faith in the continuity of its traditions137. 
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When praising the topic for a particular study, this kind of concern was often seen. For 
example, António Baião, presiding a session of the APH in 1945, praised the first 
presentation of Eduardo Lupi, "Campaign against Gungunhana —fiftieth anniversary", 
precisely because it versed "on a brilliant period of our contemporary history, from a 
military point of view"138. This was all the more surprising because the late 19th century 
was generally seen, in the right-wings, as a period of general decadence, of the "anarchy 
which was established by the triumph of liberalism"139, eventually leading to the 
disastrous First Republic, which in turn required the heroic efforts of the New State to 
save Portugal from an untimely demise140. Even in such a period of pronounced decline, 
Baião found it praise-worthy to be proud of that which made Portugal Great — military 
successes in the consolidation of Portuguese Africa, against a tribal king who rebelled. 
Patriotism, then, entailed pride in the Nation. It was a means towards nation-building. 
Another means for this was commemoration, and the Portuguese Academy of History, 
as well as Portuguese historians in general, were expected to heed the call to 
commemorate the past. Inaugural sessions of the academic year were often celebrated, 
at the Academy, with a commemorative session of some meaningful personality. For 
example, the extraordinary session of November 18th 1941 was dedicated to the 2nd 
Viscount of Santarém, a Portuguese historian of the 19th century, on the 150 years of 
his birth141. In the following year, the commemorated figure was the recently deceased 
Garcia de Vasconcelos, first president of the Academy142. Other commemorative 
sessions were dedicated to the writer Gomes de Brito, the Cardinal Francisco Saraiva, 
and even in honour of Paulo Merêa, still alive, but worthy of such distinction as he was 
awarded the title of Academic of Merit143. More surprisingly, there was even a 
commemorative session of Oliveira Martins, Portuguese historian of the 19th century 
and one of the most recognizable names of the theorists of what the New State called 
19th century pessimism144. In the opinion of many organic intellectuals, "Martin's vision 
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of the past of the fatherland made the Portuguese ashamed of being Portuguese, it made 
them lose their national pride and self-esteem."145 To commemorate his life and work 
was to display national pride directed at the man who took no pride in the nation. Yet, in 
the case of Oliveira Martins, the commemorative session was not without reproach. 
After celebrating the writer, Oliveira Martins is characterized as paradoxically 
inconsequent, his History of Portugal branded a "house of cards"146. In effect, to 
commemorate Oliveira Martins was to warn against a "bad example"147.  
These commemorations, while not immediately recognizable as efforts in patriotism, 
were, in fact, highly pervaded by the virtue. That much was clearly stated by António 
Baião, when talking about the 2nd Viscount of Santarém and his "high services 
rendered to the national culture". Baião underscored the "patriotism of such erudite 
publications" as the document collections produced by the Viscount148. In the same 
year, Manuel Múrias also highlighted that "the historical work of the Viscount of 
Santarém always constituted a magnificent example of extraordinary culture put in the 
service of the Country"149. This, together with the initial statement, back in 1937, that 
the creation of the APH was "such praiseworthy and patriotic initiative"150, as was told 
by Garcia de Vasconcelos to the Minister of Education and recent creator of the 
institution, Carneiro Pacheco, or the praise received by Joaquim Bensaúde, in 1943, 
when he, with "science and patriotism [… ,] faced German erudition, defending the 
Portuguese nautical science, in which history the century between 1430 and 1530, of 
extremely notable progress due exclusively to the Portuguese, must be highlighted"151, 
leads to the conclusion that, indeed, commemorating historians is, ultimately, to 
commemorate the achievements of the nation, as well as those who help them resonate 
throughout the centuries, through their erudition and work. 
On top of the commemoration of historiography, there were also more direct ways of 
commemorating the Nation. For example, the APH was requested to supply 
iconographic elements to the State authorities in charge of emitting a series of 
commemorative stamps with images of the Kings of the 1st and 2nd dynasties, as well 
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as of notable Portuguese warriors, a matter which occupied the Academy throughout 
several sessions152. It also answered several queries on the location of specific battles to 
be commemorated, for example, Vale-de-Vez153. Even foreign historians participated in 
these commemorations. For example, Georg Schurhammer, a German historian, 
published a paper on the Annals of the APH commemorating the discovery of Japan 
(1543)154. More significantly, the APH was requested to participate in several State 
commemorations, such as the 4th centennial of Ponta Delgada (by the local government 
there)155, the 5th centennial of the discovery of Guinea (by the Minister of Colonies, at 
the time Marcelo Caetano, an academic)156, and, of course, the previously mentioned 
double centennial of the Foundation of the Nationality and of the Restoration of the 
Independence (1939-1940), which led to an enormous body of work published by the 
Academy, as well as to its active participation in the commemorations in the Conference 
of the Portuguese World. The publications were so massive that they were only 
completed in 1947, with the Academy giving them priority over every other publication 
until they were completed157. The publications which commemorated this massive event 
were not only circumstantial evidence of the importance of commemoration, on the one 
hand, and patriotism and Nation, on the other. In 1940, Afonso de Dornelas specifically 
stated that academics should be invited to present their work "in order to create 
volumes, which, in the future, allow for the appreciation of the degree of culture and 
patriotism with which the past was understood in 1940"158. 
However, as already happened with knowledge, the commitment to the nation, though 
often silent and undiscussed, was not acritical. The previously cited speeches that 
opened the Conference of the Portuguese World, by Julio Dantas and Caeiro da Mata, 
considered it thoroughly, and with very distinct views. In his speech, Julio Dantas 
discussed that "didactic history no longer was in the service of truth to be in the service 
of peace" or of nationalism159. In "pacifist history", historians should aim at teaching 
this  
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"science from an exclusively universal perspective, that is, the study of institutions, of 
political and economical interdependence of peoples, of the convergence of civilization and 
cultural movements, instead of the explanation of dynastic conflicts, of religious massacres 
and of wars between nations, considered dangerous"160.  
On the other hand, nationalist historians enunciated the principle that "national history 
should be in the service of the Nation, exalt patriotic pride, constitute the moral armour 
indispensable to the people who proclaim, in the world, the right to their existence".  
"Thus, to the internationalist conception of history, was opposed the nationalist conception 
which, though more comprehensible, more natural, more human, also relegates scientific 
rigour to second place, no longer in holocaust to peace or to war, but in the service of the 
unity, dignity and prestige of nations. Let us not confuse, however, two equally respectable 
dominions. Patriotism is a virtue; history is a science."161 
Clearly, Julio Dantas was not a defender of a nationalist conception of History. He 
would go as far as to state that "The Congress of the Portuguese World estranges itself 
from all the currents of contemporary thought which tend towards pragmatic, 
pedagogical or political deformation of history."162 Yet, on the other hand, he clearly 
marked a distinction between moral virtue (patriotism) and epistemic virtue (objectivity, 
particularly the kind used in science), going as far as to practically state that in the 
pursuit of knowledge, moral virtues do not really play a part. This is somewhat 
surprising, as it shows just how out of tune he was with the actual spirit of the 
conference, which was clearly marked by nationalist history.163  
Despite Dantas' intervention, Caeiro da Mata pronounced a diametrically opposed view 
of history in his speech, as far as nationalization of the past was concerned. Indeed, to 
the speaker,  
"The pages of our history will be read and commented upon; we will continue to collect, 
from the confusion and impurity of the parchments, the authentic sap of the Portuguese 
Spirit. […] To evoke these pages is to pay homage, not only to the past of a Nation, but to 
the genius of its race. The cult of tradition imposes itself to all peoples that have the 
conscience of their secular mission and that know how to apprehend the deepest meaning of 
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the hours we live in. […] A new people can improvise everything except for tradition; an 
old people cannot renounce its own, without extinguishing the noblest part of life itself."164 
It becomes clear that, to Caeiro da Mata, history was not only a science, but it also 
served a pragmatic political function: to keep alive the traditions which make a nation, 
indeed to better understand those traditions, to renovate the nation in its continuity, to 
make a conscious nation where before there was only a loose group of people 
unknowingly bound by something greater than themselves. History and Nation go hand 
in hand. Pace Dantas, who spoke only minutes before. Yet this did not mean that 
History should be any less scientific. Science and Nation would go hand in hand as 
well, considering that the Spirit of the Nation was taken to be, in every aspect, as real as 
human beings or the soul, so much so that there was an entire policy dedicated to it — 
António Ferro's Policy of the Spirit, the cultural policy which the avant-gardist led from 
the SPN, with the approval of Salazar, until the end of the 1940s. "The New State saw 
in «moral cohesion» its categorical imperative".165 
Yet, a nationalized practice of history, with the Nation being a very significant 
commitment for historians, did not preclude some degree of internationalism. Caeiro da 
Mata would defend in the same speech that the Congress in question transcended "the 
limits of a national congress"166. Indeed international cooperation was seen as 
responsible in great part for "the marvellous scientific progress of the 20th century", and 
the "nationalist spirit should be coordinated with the existence of international relations 
ever more intense and followed upon, indispensable to the moral and material progress 
of the peoples"167. On this matter, Caeiro da Mata was in full agreement with Júlio 
Dantas, who stated that this Congress, though not being international, had international 
characteristics. After all, the "participation of foreign entities" was natural because "the 
Portuguese activities, namely in the 15th and 16th centuries, covered themselves in 
universal aspects". Indeed, as he put it, it was "an act of national expression, — but of 
ecumenical interest"168.   
"From the collaboration of Portuguese, Brazilian and Foreign [scholars] on the matter of 
our history, will surely result new perspectives, new interpretations, new points of view; to 
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us, perhaps, the even more perfect conscience of our civilizing action; to strangers — I 
hope it is so — the more intimate knowledge of our historical past; for History, as a 
science, yet another step in that luminous path to which Bernheim called the 'tranquil 
splendour of truth'."169  
Very connected to patriotism was the idea of historical justice. In the same speech, 
Dantas stated that "History, being a science, is also justice; that justice must be 
exercised with the serene dignity of all magistracies"170. On the other hand, on most 
occasions that the notion of justice came to the mouth of historians, it was not serenity 
but patriotic fervour that ladened their discourse. One such instance was, in 1938, the 
encomium of the Royal Academy of Portuguese History (ARHP, 1720-1776), which 
"glorious traditions the [APH], being born now, comes to meet". In that speech, 
proffered by Garcia de Vasconcelos, was included a great praise of D. João V,  
"that worked so much for the aggrandizement of Portugal, that  supported and propelled the 
Arts and the Letters so much and with maximum effort […] An entire century of criminal 
demolition, of revolting misrepresentation of History was necessary to dim the intense 
brilliance of his reign. Today, fortunately, through insistent and laborious investigation of 
the sources, History is being purified, and justice is made to the magnanimous chief of the 
Nation that was D. João V."171 
Coupled with this idea of historical justice, we find, often, some anachronism. In the 
previous citation, for example, this could be seen in the consideration of an 18th century 
king to be the "chief of the Nation", a title often given to Salazar during the New 
State172, drawing an implicit but obvious comparison. Another interesting example is 
that of the Marquis of S. Paio in 1947, presenting a communication entitled "Subsidies 
towards the rehabilitation of Gaspar Álvares de Lousada", an archivist of the 17th 
century. S. Paio spoke of the qualities of Lousada, his "method, secure scientific 
criteria, the scruples employed by [Lousada] in the investigation and exposition of the 
matters, which reveals exceptional probity and technique". António Baião, presiding the 
session, instead of pointing out the obvious anachronism which pervaded the entire text, 
                                                          
169 Dantas, Congresso, 83. 
170 Dantas, Congresso, 87. 
171 APH, Boletim 1937 1938, 172-173. 
172 do Ó, Os Anos de Ferro, 24-27. 
53 
 
praised the speaker, "which analysis proves the honesty and science of [Lousada's] 
working habits and thus contributes to his rehabilitation"173.  
Indeed, the notion of justice, when applied to the past, was equivalent to some sort of 
compensation for some prior injustice, slander, or even the simple forgetting of 
someone, some deed, or some fact. However, most of the iterations where we find 
references to justice mean to 'restore' greatness. They mean to make something as great 
as it was. If the sole object of study is the Nation, then, often, the Nation (or a tiny part 
of it) is the one being restored/aggrandized. This was the logic of nationalized arts. As 
Salazar put it, art should be "the incessant search of truth and of justice, of the beautiful 
and the good"174. Justice was, in effect, a nationalized concern mostly because History 
was a nationalized endeavour. Damião Peres, speaking about Paulo Merêa on occasion 
of his rising to the position of Academic of Merit at the APH, in 1948, stated that  
"besides a man of Science to whom the Country owes much for his studies, Prof. Merêa is, 
also, a true man of character, who worries about the spirit of justice, which he practices to 
the highest degree."175 
It becomes less surprising, then, that the rights of Portugal, a notion of obvious legal 
character, were a State concern pertaining to History at the time of the creation of the 
Academy176, or that one of the objectives of the academy, as per its statutes, was to 
"define the historical truth in the national interest"177, an aim thoroughly accepted by 
these scholars, who were truly concerned with the scientific character of History. 
Summing up, there was a clear commitment to the Nation. These men were patriots — 
they were very proud of their Nation; they thought within a nation-centred 
weltanschauung, and even when their practices and efforts could be easily construed as 
transnational in nature, they chose to define them as partly national, partly international; 
and they were deeply committed to the aggrandizement of the Nation, not only through 
the publicity of those feats which would certainly contribute to the nurturing of the 
National Spirit / phenomenon of nation-building, but also dispensing justice, in effect 
changing the process of nation-building for it to fit better with historical truth as they 
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saw it, even when that entailed a certain measure of anachronism. This is nothing short 
of adapting tradition to make it more historically sound. This commitment to the Nation 
was not circumscribed to History. We find plenty of it in University speeches of the 
same period, for example. Many of these characteristics could be found in the thoughts 
of other academics in other areas of expertise178. But was this commitment something in 
the substratum of the academic, seldom consciously remembered, or something of 
which they were reminded every day, with which they were forced (even if entirely 
willingly) to come to terms on a daily basis? Well, at the end of every letter, the parting 
note, before the signature, used at the time, and all throughout the dictatorship, was as 
follows: 
"For the good of the nation"179. 
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A Commitment to Unity 
Besides being concerned with the right way of knowing and the right object of study, 
the field of history was also characterized by one third commitment: to the right way of 
organizing. This, in effect, was the commitment that truly made the transition from 19th 
century history to the 20th century practice, one that is directed and shared throughout 
the field , effectively making it a Discipline. 
Much like the Portuguese State, the APH was quite vertical in its organization. First, 
there was the President of the Academy, who answered to the Minister of National 
Education. Then the First Vice-President, then the Second, and these hierarchies really 
functioned. For example, António Baião was, between the creation of the Academy and 
the academic year of 1947-1948, the man who most often presided the sessions of the 
Academy. However, he was never president of the Academy in this period. First he was 
second Vice-President, but the President was ill and the first Vice-President was too 
busy with his duties at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Then, in 1940, the first Vice-
President was replaced (Caeiro da Mata replaced Sampaio), but he was later appointed 
minister, and in 1945, after the death of Garcia de Vasconcelos (President of the APH), 
Caeiro da Mata, still heading a ministry, was appointed President of the Academy and 
Baião ascended to first vice-president, only to lose his position in the Council a few 
years later, in 1948, soon after the Pimenta scandal which we will look at in this 
chapter.180  
Also, the Academic Council was clearly above the remaining Academic body. For 
example, right from the beginning, Alfredo Pimenta had a problem with the Council's 
way of doing things vertically. In 1938, as the Count of Tovar was forming the 
Commission for the Centennial of the Foundation of the Nationality with the authority 
of the council behind him, Alfredo Pimenta was invited to participate in this 
Commission. He did not accept the invitation, precisely because  
"The Council does not have statutory competence to deliberate on these matters, and the 
Academy has not provided it with them. […] The Academy is not formed by children or 
serfs, to whom the Council may give, without further appeal, orders, or point out services 
that are to be rendered. […] I have my work plan. I am waiting for the Academy to come 
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together in order to present them to it — because it is to it that I must present them, not, in 
separate, to the Council."181 
Yet, no other voices can be found that echo this particular grievance, and Pimenta was 
not followed. The Commission was formed, albeit without him, and the Academy, 
despite his protests, functioned vertically182. Its activities depended on the Council. The 
Council, in turn, was very much dependent on the Government. Its deliberations could 
be overturned by the minister, if he saw fit to do so, as it happened with the expulsion of 
Alfredo Pimenta. The Minister also had the power to appoint academics up to 1945, 
when Caeiro da Mata (at the time both President of the Academy and Minister of 
National Education) gave some autonomy to the institution, giving its council powers to 
elect new members outright183. And, of course, the Minister had the prerogative to 
change the Internal Regiment, signed by him, as well as the Statutes, though the Council 
could propose changes of its own initiative184. On top of all of this, the Academy also 
had to prioritize the answering of those questions asked by the government185. It did not 
have carte blanche to pursue whatever it thought necessary, though its scientific 
autonomy seemed to be, in practice, significant. 
One characteristic which very much concurred towards a top-down way of organizing 
was unanimity. Indeed, almost every matter put to vote was decided unanimously. In 
some matters, this was easily expectable. For example, the vote to raise two academics 
to the status of Academic of Merit was unanimous186, but since this was only a vanity 
title, and the Academy had more pressing issues at the time, there would be no reason 
why anyone would oppose this. On other matters, some disagreement was to be 
expected, for example electing the Academic Council. Yet, disagreement did not happen 
in 1945, the only election made public in the minutes until 1948 (the last year analysed). 
With twenty voters, everyone was elected unanimously except for the Vice-Secretary-
General who received 19 votes, the remaining vote being given to the previous Vice-
Secretary-General, the Count of Tovar, who had been practically absent since December 
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1938187. Still, this can be explained. First of all, the Council was, at the end of the day, 
the group who dealt with the Ministry, so this was a somewhat political issue, where 
some unity and a legitimate, clear mandate might be seen as an asset. Second, seven out 
of the twenty votes were given to the president of the session, for him to act with, as 
proxy.  
 
But there were issues where politics did not particularly matter, but which stirred lively 
debate. For example, during the settling of the debate of the location of the battle of 
Vale-de-Vez, which was supposed to inform the location of a new monument-to-build, 
a great debate emerged, which  took place over three days of meeting at the APH. The 
duration of such an event was highly atypical (it only happened once in the ten years 
analysed) and is a testament to the importance of the matter to these historians. Yet, at 
the end, when it was time to decide what message to send to the government, the 
Academy applauded the opinion of Costa Veiga unanimously, despite there having been 
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academics disagreeing vehemently with him just hours before188. Even in the Council, 
things were voted unanimously in a similar fashion. For example, in 1941, after "a large 
exchange of opinions", Dornelas' proposal to ask the Government that the Palace of 
Queluz be delivered to the APH for the installation of a new historical museum was 
approved unanimously189.   
On top of what almost seems like an unspoken requirement for unanimity, there was the 
deferent treatment of those above oneself. We already referred previously to the 
treatment of peers as "Your Excellency", which, of course, also applied to superiors. 
Yet, deference could also be seen in the treatment of special guests of the Academy, for 
example. These would often sit on the right of the president, or they could just preside 
the session of the Academy (often an extraordinary or commemorative session in these 
cases)190. This deference was a manifestation of hierarchy and it allowed such a vertical 
body to function as an organ, united.  
More significantly, there was a great deal of praise directed towards the Nation's 
leaders, especially the President of the Republic, the President of the Council of 
Ministers, and the Minister of National Education. After all, the APH was not just a 
body on its own, but part of the State. We previously saw the magnificent diploma 
offered to General Carmona, and we also saw his title as honorary president of the 
Academy. Salazar was also awarded with this distinction in 1941191. He was routinely 
praised in the minutes of the academy, for example, for his "extremely luminous idea of 
patriotic celebration"192 of the double centennial, considered to be a "magisterially 
traced programme" of commemorations193. The Minister of National Education was also 
praised. For example the academic council went to the Palace of the Ministry to bear 
homage to him after its first meeting194. Even Pimenta ended up respecting this way of 
behaving towards superiors, despite his somewhat rebellious spirit of enfant terrible. 
For example, in 1943, in a letter to the AHP, he wrote that he joined the Academy  
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"only so that nobody could state that he had not been correct to the Minister who insistently 
asked him to be a part of it. Such an invitation did not represent a favour, — but was an 
honour, for it meant a favourable judgment."195  
This can be seen as an interesting connection between deference, hierarchy and the 
unimportance of asceticism as a virtue, as we saw before. It is as if asceticism clashed 
with unity, and unity clearly came out of the conflict victorious. Moreover, these 
attitudes can be seen as quite common in history at large, even outside of fascist 
environments. After all, these men being praised were precisely the men who made it 
possible that these historians had access to documentation and could indeed write the 
histories they wrote. This sort of attitude is very similar to what can be found, for 
example, in the relationship between Ranke and the Austrian authorities, and should not 
be seen as a fascist corruption of scholarly independence196. This was something a lot 
more prosaic and, indeed, normal, not even constituting an innovation from the ways of 
organizing in the 19th century. 
After reading these last few paragraphs, it could be said that there was a culture of 
agreement in Portuguese academia, particularly in the APH and in its relation to the 
government. While that would be partly true, it would also neglect important aspects of 
the organization of work in the hands of these men. Granted, one of the objectives of the 
academy was to deal with the "historical problems about which there are differences of 
interpretation, seeking to define the historical truth in the national interest"197. However, 
this was also the age of the collaborative work. The Congress of the Portuguese World 
had hundreds of participants, some of which with conflicting views, though most were 
staunchly behind a nationalist conception of History.198 Another good example of 
collaborative work was the History of Portugal of Barcelos, coordinated by Damião 
Peres, which had the collaboration of more than 20 historians, including some who were 
clearly well regarded in the academic climate of the Regime, like Peres or Merêa199, but 
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also Jaime Cortesão, who was a militant Republican who actively contested the 
dictatorship and had to leave the country as an exile.200 
But, by far, the most illustrative example of the importance of a certain degree of 
plurality was, in 1946, the invitation for the collaboration of the Academy in the 
celebration of the 5th centennial of the discovery of Guinea. The request came from 
Marcelo Caetano, already an illustrious Academic and, at the time, Minister of the 
Colonies. He sent  
"a list in which he indicates works in need of new edition and inedited manuscripts, 
documents and geographic charts that are to be published. / His Excellency would like that 
both the new editions and the inedited documents are made critically, comparing the several 
examples and adding notes from several points of view, such as the linguistic, the 
historical, the geographical, ethnographical, and the natural-historical."201 
Indeed, several conclusions can be drawn from this particular example. First of all, it is 
remarkable that a request from the government actually can be conceived as historically 
innovative, with interdisciplinary work being strongly suggested. Second, a certain 
degree of plurality was seen as healthy. Several points of view were appreciated, and 
they were the matter of critical thinking, making this a much more modern virtue — an 
organizational virtue born out of collaborative work, as opposed to the constant 
individual questioning usually associated with more 19th century ways of thinking 
critically. This points to the conclusion that the meaning of critical thinking was 
changing rapidly, being new and, at the same time, radically different from what it 
became since202. 
It is also of paramount importance that, despite the hierarchical structure of these 
organizations and institutions, this virtue of critical thinking, with a clear organizational 
tinge, implied a certain degree of equality among participants in these works. This helps 
us understand why Pimenta was so uncomfortable with the APH's Council despite being 
so comfortable in/with the Regime. There is also one final caveat: at the end of the day, 
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unanimity is still in place, and one conclusion should still be drawn. Thus, we can speak 
of a general culture of agreeability. Still, agreeability did not aim at ending 
confrontation. 
Despite the culture of unity and unanimity, there were boundaries to the acceptance of 
the scholarly community, and when those boundaries were crossed, even those 
historians that clearly supported the Regime could be in serious trouble. This was the 
case of Alfredo Pimenta, which presents us with a paradox: in an environment that, so 
far, has only been reduced to political issues, why was someone who, politically, had all 
the right credentials — to the point of being a personal correspondent of Salazar203 —
ousted from the Academic community?  
In 1943, after several episodes where tension was palpable, and after complaints had 
been drawn against him, Alfredo Pimenta was faced with a new rule at the APH which 
was essentially directed at him: no more communications could be presented before the 
order of the day, that is, without prior application to that effect. Nobody ever presented 
without prior enlistment, except for Pimenta, "with lack of consideration for those 
academics that were listed to speak, depriving them of the time to read their works, fact 
which has very much offended them", as Afonso de Dornelas, Secretary General, put 
it204. After this, Pimenta decided he would not participate in any APH event until this 
new rule was no more205.  
Years passed, and Pimenta simply dedicated himself to other activities outside the 
Academy. Yet, in 1946, Alfredo Pimenta wrote some unpleasant words about the 
Academy in the footnote of his Middle Ages, Problems and Solutions206, which 
prompted the APH to act. First, in June, the Council, basing itself on the current 
legislation applying to the Academy, decided that, since Pimenta had not been in the 
Academy for over three years, he was passively resigning from his position as founding 
member of the Academy, as was stated in the 14th article of the Statutes of the 
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Academy207. They then proceeded to accept his resignation208. Of course, since the 
legislation was from 1945 and since it could not be applied retroactively, the acceptance 
of the non-existent 'resignation' was illegal. Pimenta's answer was, naturally, not very 
friendly, stating that he had never resigned and that the whole affair had caused him an 
"attack of hilarity"209.  
Months later, in November, the Academy was voting a new member to occupy the 
former chair of Pimenta at the Academy. Queiroz Veloso, another Academic asked to 
what extent the Academy could be sure that Pimenta's chair had been, indeed, vacated. 
This led to a somewhat curious situation. After having 'resigned', Pimenta was expelled 
of the APH. Reports were presented, discussions took place, but in the end Pimenta was 
expelled of the Academy, under the 12th and 13th article of the Statutes of the 
Academy: 
"art. 12 — It is forbidden to Academics to go against the ends of the Institution and, in 
Academy session or publication, to make derogatory references to whatever entity, singular 
or collective, as well as, in the polemics over historical problems, to use terms or to have 
attitudes which are incorrect or aggressive; to print works outside academic publications 
with the mention that they are from the Academy; to criticize works of the Academy or 
there presented by other Academics, unless in its ordinary sessions. 
art. 13 — It is grounds for expulsion the non-compliance with the duties imposed by these 
Statutes or the public and notorious, moral and civil, bad behaviour."210 
It is worth noting that none of this information was published in the minutes of the 
Academy. Indeed, Pimenta would only be privy to the minutes after getting a court-
order to see why he was expelled. The Academic Council did not divulge these events 
because it considered that "matters of this nature do not benefit anyone through their 
publicity"211.  
Pimenta did not accept this decision quietly nor orderly. He sent letters to the Minister 
of Education, which at first gave no answers, given that the Minister at the time was 
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Caeiro da Mata, president of the Academy and no friend of Pimenta, though Pimenta 
did not know it212. He also intervened at the National Assembly to ask for justice, where 
João do Amaral, a politician and former member of Lusitan Integralism, defended him 
and discredited the Academy on account of these events. He went to the Supreme 
Administrative Court, where the Court pronounced itself incompetent to pass judgment 
on the matter, and, finally, with a new Minister of Education in place, Pimenta was 
reinstated. It should be said that Pimenta corresponded with Salazar at this time. That 
might be a reason for the sudden change of Caeiro da Mata from National Education to 
Foreign Affairs. It also might have been a good reason for the Academic Council to be 
almost entirely changed weeks after he was reinstated. However, there simply isn't 
proof to draw such a conclusion outright with a significant degree of certainty. 
This particular episode is very elucidative of several aspects of Portuguese academic 
organization at the time. First of all, morals mattered, even on an institutionalized level. 
Pimenta was expelled based on articles which, in part, applied to "public and notorious, 
moral and civil, bad behaviour". This was incredibly significant. It was perhaps the 
worst accusation that could be made, one that could mean Pimenta's disgrace if it was 
confirmed. João do Amaral, in the National Assembly, vehemently condemned this 
norm being applied to Pimenta, given that, while Pimenta was a harsh polemist, and not 
always a pleasant man (Amaral states Pimenta's harsh criticism of one of his idols, 
António Sardinha), his "fearless and courageous fidelity with which he defends the 
fundamental postulates  of the social order all of us here defend is well deserving" of the 
Assembly's solidarity213. Indeed Amaral goes as far as to state that 
"Alfredo Pimenta is an example. There was never material interest, there was never 
effective compromise, there was never ambition, there was never anything that could ever 
corrupt his mental probity, in this market of mutual praise and collusion that is the 
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Portuguese literary life, never his extremely lucid intelligence, together with an exceptional 
historical and philosophical culture, traded with ideas."214 
Even the Academy was quick to retract their accusation and to state clearly that, after 
all, the 13th article could only be applied in its first part, leaving out Pimenta's moral 
integrity. While some members stated that it had never been the case that Pimenta's 
moral integrity had been in question (for example, Damião Peres in a letter to 
Pimenta)215, other sources suggest that was not the case, that indeed Laranjo Coelho, 
then Secretary General, most likely, aimed at doing just that. In Pimenta's file at the 
academy, the original report by Laranjo Coelho does not suggest that any exception was 
made to the application of the article 13, and repeatedly accuses him of actions which 
unmistakably constitute moral and civil bad behaviour216. Moreover, there were several 
small cards with the math on how much money Pimenta made at the Academy in his 
years of collaboration. One card explicitly stated that Pimenta had profited in 23.149$00 
in four years217 (roughly the equivalent of ten years of average wages in the countryside 
of Portugal at the time218). In the same card the following could be read: 
"A. Pimenta delayed the proofs of his works the greatest amount of time possible, in order 
to prolong payments. He withheld some of the proofs for many months, not delivering them 
despite the many requests from the Secretary."219 
Another incredibly important aspect of this episode is that we truly see the limits of 
agreeability. On the one hand, it was important that historians were agreeable. Indeed, 
Pimenta was ultimately ousted precisely because he was intractable. On the other hand, 
in a Regime that did not foster confrontation and that demanded obedience, it was 
astounding how being confrontational was not only rewarded, but ultimately seen as a 
virtue, even in discourse. Pimenta was rewarded in the National Assembly with 
Amaral's passionate defence and with the general applause that ensued afterwards220. 
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More, the new Minister of Education reinstated him after he read the report from João 
de Almeida, Director at the General Direction of Higher Education and High Arts 
(DGESBA). Damião Peres clearly states to Pimenta that no word was uttered that 
damaged Pimenta's reputation (referring to the article 13), and that, even if it was, he 
would "not even allow [himself] to listen"221. This kind of firmness, to deny oneself to 
listen to something because it is not true, it clearly is a metaphor for a confrontation 
which would have happened if indeed he had heard such things. Of course, there likely 
was a certain degree of hypocrisy in these words, as Peres did hear the report by Laranjo 
Coelho, which severely implied Pimenta's moral misconduct222.  
Not everyone was rewarded though. Caetano Beirão, one of the original thirty 
academics, actually resigned his position after hearing of the attempts to oust Pimenta. 
Sending a letter, he explained: 
"I would like it to be registered [in the minutes] not only my disagreement, but also my 
most outraged protest against such a proposal […] which is directed at such illustrious 
historian [Pimenta]. […] First of all, I declare that, if I was present in the meetings […], I 
would have voted against the proposal as well as its approval, which represent, beyond 
everything else, an offense to Portuguese Culture, which has in Alfredo Pimenta one of its 
highest representatives. / […] Second, I protest even more vehemently against the terms of 
the expulsion. The article 13 of the Statutes is cited, and it isn't even specified whether that 
academic is convicted of the first or the second part of that article! […] Perpetrated and 
consummated such iniquity, I cannot continue to be part of the Institute that proceeded in 
such way […]."223   
Beirão would never again be a part of the APH, even after Pimenta was reinstated. 
Being confrontational was seen as a quality. Firmness and intellectual courage were 
clearly seen as virtues. Yet, they were not always rewarded. Indeed, Beirão had the 
comfort of his honour being intact, but he was still never reinstated. Even Pimenta, who 
was reinstated, would never truly be a part of the institution again. The nuances in the 
value, both discursive and material, of firmness and courage, confrontation and 
agreeability, clearly show how these virtues can be hard to manage, and how they were 
some of the more volatile and quicksand-like aspects of scholarship. This particular 
                                                          
221 Peres, [Letter to Alfredo Pimenta], 84-85. 
222 APH, [Minute 6.11.1946], 99-101; Laranjo Coelho, "Relatório". 
223 Caetano Beirão, [Letter to the APH renouncing his position of Academic after hearing of the actions 
against Alfredo Pimenta], in Para a História, 92-93; this document can be found and corroborated in the 
File of Alfredo Pimenta, APH. 
66 
 
episode should provide some depth not only to the thick description of New State 
Academia but also to the study of intellectual and academic virtues. This is the case 
with Roberts' and Wood's analysis of firmness as an intellectual virtue, where they treat 
it as almost universally desirable to a certain degree224, whereas it can have very 
damning consequences to scholars. This is a prime example. Peres was seen as a great 
academic, yet his integrity is, in retrospect, compromised. Pimenta was intractable, 
unbending, unyielding, and yet he was rewarded and is still remembered as worthy of 
admiration in some (admittedly right-wing) academic circles. Beirão, the man who is 
closest to the middle ground advocated by Roberts and Wood, clearly did not fit the 
academic environment of the time, and suffered for it. Academic environments, from an 
organizational point of view, change, and virtues are not universal, but exist in relation 
to the goods pursued.  
It should also be present in the mind of the reader that the people here analysed were on 
good terms with the Regime. There were those, however, that were less so. In 
Universities, the political police was routinely asked by the Rectors to pronounce itself 
on the moral and political integrity of people who were up for promotion or about to be 
hired225. While historians only seldom were the victims of this system (mathematicians 
and scientists saw many more oustings, compared to historians)226, there were those 
who, indeed, saw their careers in trouble due to their political views. Jaime Cortesão, 
for example, became an exile after supporting the rebellion movements of the Reviralho 
(1926-1931) and, when back in Portugal, in the 1940s, was arrested227. Vitorino 
Magalhães Godinho was an exile in France after finding it extremely difficult to 
progress in his career in Portugal, in the 1940s228. This means that these considerations 
on firmness and agreeability are qualified. They apply only to active or tacit supporters 
of the Regime. It could even be considered that a certain plurality regarding firmness 
and agreeability was only possible because of a previous process of vetting those who 
were desirable in the Academic milieu. A certain degree of freedom was their privilege. 
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Still, our object of study (those historians still working in the midst of the Regime) 
should be understood as very relevant. Fernando Rosas' assertion that "the elite of 
Portuguese scientific thinking"229 was, to a certain extent, impeded from working, 
applied a lot more to other areas of scientific thought than it did to historians, and was 
less significant before the 'purifications' of 1946-1947230. Indeed, in his book on the 
subject, only one example was found of a historian ousted from University. 
Finally, it is clear from this episode that justice among historians was, at least 
discursively, just as important as historical justice. Pimenta got his justice. The 
competent authorities paid an almost inordinate amount of attention to his case. This 
might have been an exception, and it might have been due to his stature as public figure, 
intellectual, and correspondent of Salazar. On the other hand, it seems clear that, 
especially taking into account the scholars that were ousted without appeal, justice was 
not so important in practice.  
Thus we are confronted with a commitment to unity which translates itself into what 
can be seen as perhaps the most contradictory of these reifications. This is not too 
surprising. Though the New State took pride in its directedness, even regimes that want 
to control everything find it difficult to actually do so. The organization was vertical, 
hierarchical, based on unanimity and deference, but it still required a certain amount of 
plurality in order to achieve the boons of critical thinking as organizational virtue. 
Agreeability was highly prized materially, but that went into conflict against a logic of 
rigidity which prized courage and firmness. Confrontation became an important tool, as 
long as it was not exacerbated. Even when it wasn't, it required a certain sense of tact, as 
honour at the wrong time could mean trouble. This was a highly complex order which 
based itself on morality and justice, but which did not always abide by these compasses 
— making this aretological approach, in effect, so fruitful, especially when studied in 
historical context. Yet, historians identify themselves in extremely important ways by 
what they write, not just by what they do. This is what we will see in the following 
chapter: how did these men write history, and how that was connected to these ways of 
conducting themselves. 
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Chapter II: the Final Product 
In the previous chapter we saw how performative and ideal/regulative elements are 
directed at specific commitments, to knowledge, nation and unity. In this chapter we 
will see how the final product — that which was written about the past; the 
historiography stricto sensu — is also illuminating to the understanding of these 
commitments, it being committed just as much as performance. We will look at White's 
tropes of language, as well as their relations with some of the other aspects which 
characterize the historical imagination. To that end, I analysed several texts by Damião 
Peres, David Lopes, António Baião and Paulo Merêa (mostly from the History of 
Portugal of Barcelos), as well as works by João Ameal and Alfredo Pimenta231. 
It bears saying that, given the flexibility of the methodology, it was not necessary (nor 
would it be feasible) to look at all (or even a majority) of their works. Style of writing 
on a metahistorical level does not change on a whim and is, to a great extent and almost 
by definition, pre-critical, meaning that one is not necessarily conscious of it as one 
writes. Also, we are dealing with different men, and they wrote the past differently. In 
defining the tropological characteristics of their writing, we must bear in mind that, 
though discipline matters, this is not a historiographic school in the same sense of, for 
example, the Annales or Bielefeld. We will see difference as well as consonance.  
On the other hand, together with the use of tropes on a "deep level of consciousness"232, 
that is, as metaphors for ways of apprehending reality, I also analyse those conscious 
uses of tropes of language which are often connected to the aforementioned perception 
of the real. In the following sections, we will not only see tropes of language applied to 
the description and explanation of grand narratives, but we will also see small sentence-
level tokens of those figures of speech which illustrate so well the ideas which permeate 
the texts of these historians. This is not to say that, because a historian uses a sentence-
level metaphor, he or she is obviously and necessarily committed to that form of 
apprehending reality. On the contrary, it is because that form of apprehending reality is 
present, but in an implicit way throughout the text, that these sentences become 
meaningful in the eyes of the reader, as they illustrate that which could only be 
demonstrated by providing the entire texts that were analysed. This is, indeed, a 
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departure from Hayden White's Metahistory, as we consider and explore a connection 
between the pre-critical thought/perception and the conscious use of language. 
These cautionary remarks being stated, I divide this chapter between realism vs. anti-
realism, reflecting what I consider to be the two most distinctive phenomena in New 
State historiography. On the one hand, the 'contents' of these histories were very often 
"identified as the process of their own production"233 — the devices the historian uses to 
explain the unfolding of events indeed corresponded to the events unfolding. On the 
other hand, a small but by no means less significant part of these histories cannot 
possibly literally correspond to the past, as even the most basic fact checking (or even 
mere common sense) would prove the factual inaccuracy of statements. In this case, a 
form of false consciousness could be used surgically (or, less often, more broadly) in 
order to explain those aspects of reality which are not merely apprehensible by the 
events unfolding, but require a longer-scoped, more conceptual representation of the 
past. There are, indeed, discursive phenomena found in the works of some of these 
historians, to a greater or lesser extent, that can be much more plausibly explained with 
this conceptual device, rather than simply taken to be rude mistakes or even lies which 
would be more difficultly comprehensible and explained given the ability and 
professional acumen of the people in question. It is because such phenomena no longer 
follow White's later definition of realism234 — the content of the written history can no 
longer be taken to correspond to the events that indeed form it — that I group them 
under the label 'anti-realism'. 
In the first section (realism), we start by briefly looking at formal aspects of scholarly 
writing, such as source use, citations and the place of auxiliary sciences in text. We will 
then look at metonymy — often in the form of reduction of the creation of cause-
consequence relations — and synecdoche — often in the form of the highlighting of 
essences, categories and definitions which are meant to be complete and exhaustive. In 
this process, we will see at work an approach which is at once organic and mechanistic, 
looking at the past as something which ought to be a clear relation between wholes and 
parts. In addition, we will look at the part irony plays as a tool towards objectivity and 
scientific scepticism. We will also look at the style of narratives which are exposed in 
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the sources analysed, their conservative political ideology, and how tragedy, satire and, 
most often, comedy, are defining elements of the story these men aim to tell. 
In the second section (anti-realism), we will look at the more pragmatic aspect of New 
State historiography: the story's aspect of epic romance. To this end we will explore the 
role of metaphor as building block of the heroic narrative. We will also explore the most 
complicated aspect of the relationship between New State historians and objectivity: the 
lack of asceticism which was already approached, but not concluded, in the previous 
chapter.  
Among these two sections we will also explore the role of the commitments to 
knowledge, to nation and to unity in the narrative, as we saw before in practices, and we 
will continue to see how they were politically aligned with the Regime. Finally, both 
these sections will not only look at the writing, but at image production, picking up 
another element from the last chapter which, though introduced, was not concluded: 
picture in New State historiography. 
Though there is a necessarily adversarial relationship (by definition) between realism 
and anti-realism, an important objective of this chapter is to highlight the coexistence of 
these two ways of approaching representation. They do, indeed, work together in the 
works of these men, not necessarily directed at such different goods, making that which 
can only be characterized as a sui generis historiography, against prevailing 
interpretations which either assume its incongruence, on the one hand, or ignore 
important aspects of its sophistication, on the other.  
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Realism 
As it was thoroughly shown in the previous chapter, History was seen, at this time, 
largely as a Science. This was not only asserted in performance, but it was also 
ingrained, implicitly and explicitly, in the books they wrote about the past. All these 
historians under analysis used sources to justify important statements, and they also 
focused significant amount of text on explanation and on answering clear analytic 
questions. For example, David Lopes uses the concept of proof often: 
"Ceuta not being a commercial emporium, not being neighbour to a region which had or 
exported cereals, how do we explain, then, that the commercial bourgeoisie, and with it the 
vedor da fazenda [akin to the secretary of finances] were so invested in its conquest? This 
rich and powerful bourgeoisie really existed. This page of Fernão Lopes exuberantly proves 
it: […]"235 
Lopes then proceeded to present his quotation. For Paulo Merêa, definitive proof was so 
important, and so high was its burden, that, in his communication for the Congress of 
the Portuguese World, he simply declined to present any conclusions for lack of 
definitive evidence236. Alfredo Pimenta was also particularly engaged in the problematic 
of history as science. Presenting a conference paper about the foundation of the 
nationality, he states: 
"Regarding the Foundation of a Nationality, there are no precise dates, because the 
Nationality is an Idea which flows, or, if you will, a Sentiment which reifies itself — in 
either case, something which is formed slowly, its temporal point of origin escaping the 
most meticulous analysis, the most perfected ultra-microscope. […] It is a problem which 
will defy, throughout the centuries, the patience and curiosity of Science."237 
Clearly, Pimenta thinks the gaze of the historian to be equivalent to a scientific 
instrument, and the historical problem of the origin of the Nation to be scientific. He 
also clearly associates exactitude with Science. This association was particularly seen in 
chronological matters, which occupy a significant portion both of narration and of 
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source criticism. This can best be seen in his booklet about the battle of Val-de-Vez, 
where he uses most of his pages, a wide array of sources and even philology to deduce 
when the battle took place238.  
Pimenta was not alone in this concern. Damião Peres was also gave much attention to 
chronological matters especially when dealing with source criticism. When dealing with 
the discovery of the coast of Africa, he dedicated an entire section to the analysis of the 
inscribed stones (padrões) left by Diogo Cão which marked the exploration of the coast. 
Analysing the arms displayed in the stones, as well as the inscriptions, he corrects other 
secondary sources as to when, exactly, each part of the coast was reached.239 Following 
the same trend, David Lopes did not limit himself to narrate the conquest of Ceuta, 
instead creating a diary of the expedition, day by day, event by event, so the reader 
could understand them in the correct order.240 Finally, António Baião was so engaged 
with this auxiliary science that he dedicated his entire presentation at the Congress of 
the Portuguese World to a matter of correcting a confusion through chronology. He 
established that indeed the Bishop D. Marcos Teixeira did not live an almost centennial 
life, having instead had a supposed nephew of the same name who had a similar life 
trajectory241. In Baião's work, these concerns can also be seen throughout his 
contributions to the History of Barcelos242.  
Chronology was not alone. Other auxiliary sciences, equally important, were to be 
found in these men's works, especially in the History of Barcelos. The best place to see 
them is actually in the images which accompany the narrative.  
Geography played an important role. It warranted an entire part of the first volume of 
the History of Barcelos, dedicated to the general physiognomy of the country. This was 
amply illustrated, with photographs of rivers, mountain ranges, cities and towns, and 
even cultural particularities, such as the typical boats of each region and the typical 
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fauna243. Not only that, throughout the seven volumes which comprise the first printing 
of the Monumental Edition, we find modern maps of Portugal244, drawn ethnological 
maps detailing the Peninsula with the names of the tribes that populated it during the 
iron age or the roman conquest period245, maps of North Africa at the time of the 
expansion, even maps of Ceuta and Tanger in the 15th century, during the Portuguese 
incursions in North Africa, detailing the strategy to conquer them and troop movements. 
On top of maps, the reader is provided with settlement plans, for example a plan of 
Troia during the bronze age, in order to get a sense of the urban configuration of 
settlements at that time246. Plans of churches, for example, were also provided247.  
Archaeology was just as present. Here, photography was more common, but still it 
shared the stage with scientific drawing. Ceramics, Roman mosaics, Moorish tiles, the 
interiors of the palaces of Cordoba, everyday objects and weapons, ranging from pre-
historic arrow tips to early modern cannons, all can be found by the reader as he is 
provided with the narrative. Numismatics was also important, and coins were 
photographed as well as drawn. Even written sources were photographed as well as 
drawn, especially if they were illuminated medieval and early modern texts.  
The fact that, within the context of these auxiliary sciences, drawing and photography 
were both desirable ways of delivering pictures is an indication of two things. First of 
all, mechanical objectivity248 did not rule supreme. As we have seen in practices, and as 
we will see in the narrative, asceticism — the self-effacement of the author, in order to 
reach the thing in itself, in this case, the past — was not dominant. We find that, though 
photography was desirable and was placed within the text, drawings were just as 
important, and often were chosen to be represented in the best paper, in special non-
numbered pages between the text.  
Second, but not less important, we find great evidence of documentalism, just as we did 
in the last chapter. If the pictures were always in the service of the text, and significantly 
acted as evidence supporting the argument, it could be construed that this was just 
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evidence of a healthy concern with sources. However, it clearly goes beyond that when 
even seals of kings are displayed249, signatures of famous missionaries, as well as other 
prominent early modern characters are brought forth for the reader to admire250. Also, 
many of these pictures were only tangentially connected with the narrative. Still, they 
were presented, from which we can only conclude that they served one primary 
purpose: to illustrate the past; to connect the reader with it; to make the past — long 
gone — more tangible. A fetishist quality of source-displaying is present. 
Another important aspect of this commitment to History as science is, of course, the 
notation system. This actually reinforces the argument for the presence of 
documentalism. In effect, though there is a great amount of quotes and document 
citations produced, there is no system in place. Manuel Paulo Merêa, for example, did 
not use footnotes in the History of Barcelos, in the late 1920s, but in 1940 presented the 
reader with 37 footnotes in only eight pages of his text for the Congress of the 
Portuguese World. Damião Peres had no footnotes in his earlier contributions to the 
History of Barcelos, but in the later volumes, in the 1930s, includes more of them, 
though still a limited amount251. This is not to say that these authors, as well as Baião, 
Pimenta and Lopes, did not care to provide evidence in the form of clear verifiable 
references. On the contrary, they just included them asystematically in the text. Pimenta 
would very often quote whole paragraphs of evidentiary source material within his 
work, but without many footnotes. He would also append many documents to his texts, 
a practice that, as we saw in the last section, was quite commonplace. One needs only 
remember those source-publications by the APH with thirty pages of preface followed 
by hundreds of pages of source material. Also, these references were not aimed at a 
common reader. They were clearly aimed at their peers. All these authors quoted 
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sources, very often, in their original language and orthography. French and Latin were 
not uncommon languages to simply quote without translation. That was reserved mostly 
for German, as was seen in the publication of the conference papers in the Congress of 
the Portuguese World252. This displays a further characteristic — erudition — which 
might be an added reason for these histories not to be particularly suitable to wide 
national distribution among the masses. After all, more than half the Portuguese 
population could not read nor write, and those who could were not likely to do so in 
several languages.  
We have seen that, in writing as well as in daily practice, many of the same concerns 
apply. History is seen and written as a science, with verification in mind, even if 
without a system in place as of yet. Auxiliary sciences are important, in writing as well 
as in image, though verification is not the only reason that makes it so — there is also 
documentalism. Yet, narrative is another place where we can see these, as well as other, 
concerns with which we have already been made familiar. The tropes of language, 
figures of speech which re-present past reality, are meaningful regarding the 
commitments of the one who prefers them. This is where we shall direct our gaze now. 
 
Image 8: Photograph of Geographic feature. Caption reads: "AVEIRO — The Delta crossing the 
city." vol.1p61 
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Image 9: Photographs of Geographic features. 
Caption reads: "Margins of the Gerez River." 
vol.1 p27 
Image 10: Photographs of Geographic features. 
Caption reads: "Several aspects of Vouzela." 
Vol.1 p41 
Image 11: Photograph of Cultural feature. 
Typical boat from the Douro river. Caption 
reads: "Rabêlo Boat." vol.1 p entre 49 e 60 
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Image 12: Drawn map. Caption reads: 
"Sketch of an ethnological chart of the 
Peninsula in the middle of the first millenium 
before Christ." Vol 1 p161 
Image 13: Drawn map. Caption reads: "The 
Ethnological composition of the Peninsula 
from the 3rd century onwards." Vol1 p166 
Image 14: Drawn settlement plan. Caption 
reads: "Plan of Troia." vol1 75-143 
Image 15: Drawn map. 
Caption reads: "Cultural 
areas and routes in the 
second Iron Age in the 
Peninsula. (the direction of 
the more hypothetical 
difusions is indicated with 
interrupted lines)." Vol1 164 
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Image 16: Photograph of archeological sources. 
Caption reads: "Weapons from the Post-
Hallstatic necropolis of Alcácer do Sal. (in the 
centre, the curved sabre, or falcata, to the right, 
an antenna sword)." vol 1 174 
Image 17: Scientific drawing. Caption 
reads: "Policromatic schematic picture 
in the mainstay of a Dolmen, Beira 
Alta. (eneolithic idol?)." 
Image 18: Photograph of Archeological sources. Ledgend reads: "Ceramics from the 
burial grounds of Alpiarça, perhaps from the bronze age. (the pointed ornaments  of the 
middle fragment give it an eneolithic aspect; […])". Vol 1 144-156 
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Image 19: Map of the Arab domain at the end of the 8th century. 
 
  
Image 20: Map of Tangiers, detailing troop 
positions at the time of the attempt to conquer 
the city. 
Image 21: Map of Morrocco 
80 
 
 
Image 22: Picture from the Book of the Apocalypse of Lorvão. Caption reads: "Warriors from the 
time of D. Afonso Henriques [first king of Portugal] (Apocalypse of Lorvão)". 
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Image 23: Caption reads: "A page from the 
«Chronica de D. Afonso Henriques»." 
 
Image 25: Caption reads: "[Papal] Bull of 
Honório III «Ut Rex Portucalensis»." 
 
Image 26: Caption reads: "First Page of 
the «Livro dos Copos». It is supposed that 
the monarch represented in the 
illumination is D. João II." 
Image 24: Caption reads: "Life of St. 
Rudesindo." 
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Image 27: Photograph. Caption reads: 
"Bombard from the 15th century". 
Image 28: Photograph. Caption reads: 
"Seal of the Mayor of Lisbon". 
Image 29: Photograph. Caption reads: "Gold Coins 
of D. Fernando […], front and back". 
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Metonymy and Synecdoche 
Synecdoche is the relation where a phenomenon is captured in one particular aspect 
which defines it — its essence — which can then be used to categorize it. This dialectic 
of essentialism and categorization is found in all of these scholars.  
Paulo Merêa is perhaps the best example of an author who tailored his narrative in terms 
of categories. This becomes evident, for example, in his distinction between "free 
people and men under servile condition"253: 
"Numerous were the individuals to who this essential faculty [freedom of movement] was 
forbidden: the documents of the time designate them not only by the name of servi, but by 
many other words, which are, as a rule, of ambiguous meaning, for they were also applied 
to free men put in a situation of dependency. […] On the other hand, one could be rid of the 
state of servitude by means of a kind of manumission; often, however, the lord would 
reserve himself the patronage of the free man, and impose him, as well as his descendants, 
more or less onerous conditions. Thus one can understand that many freed-men would 
continue as colonists and in a state at times close to servitude."254  
As we can see, Merêa characterizes the population of medieval Portugal in highly 
hierarchical terms, from lords to serfs, referring to what he calls an "essential faculty" as 
distinguishing factor when trying to sort people into categories. Other notable categories 
wielded by this scholar were the "four classes — clergy, nobility, lettered-men and 
citizens"255 and the positions within the medieval State, the definition and 
essentialization of which would often occupy long sections of his work. The chancellor, 
for example, would become a category through the essencialization of the royal seal 
which he guarded256. Wielding a seal was not all the chancellor did, yet Merêa frames 
him precisely as the (kind of) man with that defining faculty. The seal was the essence 
of the chancellor, each particular token of which was merely a case — a part — suitable 
to fit in the category.  
Yet, Merêa was particularly adept at using synecdoche in ways that are immediately 
understandable as scientific. In the work of the other scholars here analysed, though 
synecdoche can still be seen as a reflex of this commitment to science, within a more 
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general commitment to knowledge, it is also used towards categories and essences 
which do not present themselves immediately as scientific. 
David Lopes, for example, also uses categories which are essential in nature. This could 
be seen in some of the modalities already analysed in Merêa. For example, he used 
essential categories such as "bourgeoisie" or "aristocracy", even when it would be 
arguably anachronistic, as was the case of the Umayyad Caliphate257. Still, essence and 
category were particularly used as far as spiritual entities, namely nationalities and 
cultures, were concerned. He framed the history of Muslim Hispania as a counterfactual 
of the phenomenon of formation of a nationality — a problem which, as we have 
already seen, was seen at the time as a problem of the human and social sciences258.  
"Could a nationality come out of this amalgam [the Moorish state and society]? It could, in 
truth, if these different elements fused and a collective thought came forth. Now this is the 
work of centuries of calm life and of a strong sovereignty, capable of imposing itself  and 
smash the lust for disorder which was the essence and nature of the dominators."259  
He would proceed to speak of the centripetal and centrifugal forces in this conflict260. 
Yet the essence was present, implied in the counterfactual which framed the question: 
the essence of the nationality. This same kind of categorization in terms of essences 
could be seen when Lopes wrote about Arabic culture.  
"Thus, the Arias were the masters of the Arabs; everywhere in the Muslim world it is them, 
above all others, who elaborate Islamic thinking, and then give it movement. The Arab was 
not, therefore, creator, like the Greek or the Indian, in the field of ideas; however, departing 
from forms of the thought of others he knew how to elaborate a thought with his own 
imprint, given his great power of assimilation."261 
The author would keep with this frame for cultures when talking about the cultural 
conflicts between Moorish North-Africa and the Moorish Peninsula262. Yet David Lopes 
also used synecdoche in ways that created categories which were less identifiable as 
scientific, while still being essential. He spoke of "the Christian intruder" against "the 
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Moor, centuries-old enemy"263 during the Portuguese incursions in Morocco in the 15th 
century,  and wrote of that war as a crusade, from the Portuguese perspective, and of the 
Muslim corsair activity as a form of holy war264.  
More significantly away from any commitment to science, there was a clear 
commitment to the Nation of Portugal in the form of its personification and 
essencialization.  
"The taking of Ceuta marks the beginning of the Portuguese colonial expansion — which 
gave to the life of the nation an essential modality. Ceuta is, thus, a central fact of the 
History of Portugal. […] Filled with faith and energy, Portugal could not continue static, 
looking to the sea, and decided, in 1415, to embark and, right after the conquest of Ceuta, 
propelled by D. Henrique, to sail seas never before explored."265 
In this thought, we seen Portugal — the nationality — as essentially a collective will, 
echoing the aforementioned counterfactual where the Islamic west did not  become a 
nation precisely due to the conflicts which impeded such a will from ever being.  
This emphasis on personification was not exclusive of Lopes. Damião Peres was 
particularly concerned with the individual in the grand narrative, as was characteristic of 
his "great men" narrative style. He often personified the State in an actual individual, 
the king or another great man. This could be seen in his characterization of European 
late medieval alliances, where princes and kings stood for their peoples266, as well as in 
the characterization of the Portuguese expansion, where kings such as D. João II 
meticulously planned the discovery of the world: 
"Ogané was identified with Prester John, and this fact filled with joy the energetic, 
entrepreneurial and intelligent monarch [D. João II], who persisted in discovering a way of 
communicating with India through a path until then unknown, the maritime way by the 
South of Africa."267 
Though there is an important aspect of reduction here present, the State is not merely 
reduced to the person of the king. Rather, the king was larger than the State. The king 
was also the people, their aspirations and the personification of their collective, national 
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will. Still, we start seeing here a lack of definition in categories and in essences which 
marks a stark difference between Peres' synecdoche and Merêa's.  
Even when using categories which were a priori identifiable with Merêa's "citizens", 
Peres would create essential moral characters, not mere essential categories. When 
discussing the acclamation of D. Beatriz, daughter of the late king D. Fernando, of 
Portugal, but married to the king of Castile, "the popular masses" were seen as starkly 
opposed to the event, given that it meant the loss of Portuguese sovereignty, covering 
the nobles who accepted the new queen with insults268. His use of the "people" is 
another such example: "the attitude of the people was unanimously patriotic. And their 
strong patriotism gave them valiant breath."269 The capital, another essential moral 
character who was identified with the nation, "defended itself tenaciously as if it meant 
to say [that it was not soon ready to fall to the king of Castile]"270.  
Moving from characters which were essentially identified with the Nation to others that 
intervened in its life, but were not it, we see synecdoche which was not concerned with 
a commitment to science, and instead favoured a narrative of 'Good vs. Evil'. This was 
the case, for example, of D. Nuno Álvares Pereira and D. Leonor Teles, a hero and a 
villain, respectively. The former was already patriotic as a child271, and would follow a 
brilliant career — as the "indefectible help" of the crown — until his death272. Even 
then, "The superior virtues of Nun'Álvares created a true cult of memory, and his tomb, 
in the convent of Carmo, was, for a long time, a place of felt peregrination."273 D. 
Leonor Teles, queen to D. Fernando, with her "insatiable thirst for predominance", had 
for her greatest enemy the people of Lisbon, and her spirit was "so prone to evil".274 
Still, Peres also used synecdoche in the same fashion as Merêa, though to a lesser 
extent. One clear case was the characterization of the chief of State: 
"Thus, the traditional image of the chief of State, resolving cases without delay, which, with 
as little delay, the interested parts would present to him, had already vanished, giving place 
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to the king that thinks and decides over reports and other documents that his ministers 
present to him."275 
Chief of State is, in this passage, clearly a hierarchical category essentialized into a form 
— an essential type, tokens of which succeed one another in time. Furthermore, the 
belief in essences — first and foremost, the spirit — was so widespread in 1930s-1940s 
Portuguese society that even the cultural policy of the New State was named the "policy 
of the Spirit"276. Even Salazar told António Ferro, the man in charge of the Secretariat 
for National Propaganda, which financed most of the Portuguese cultural production, 
including the APH, "Protect the Spirit!"277. Only Peres' heroes and villains can be 
considered a first step towards anti-realism which would be further developed through 
other means, as we will see in the next section. 
This sort of essentialization, as well as the concept of spirit and the notion that it defined 
men, were not exclusive to Peres. Lopes also used them when debating historiography. 
He claimed that Oliveira Martins, a 19th century historian, had reduced Prince 
Henrique, the Navigator, to "an obsessed man", while he thought that such a reason for 
the expansion "diminished the prince's class" and ignored his "practical spirit"278. One 
could perhaps attribute such a statement, in the middle of narration, to a certain hero-
making anti-realism. However, the fact that we find it in the middle of historiographic 
analysis shows just how ingrained in realism these notions of spirit and essence were. 
The same was true about the remaining scholars here analysed. Alfredo Pimenta, 
António Baião and João Ameal all used synecdoche, to a greater or lesser extent, but 
within the modalities here presented. Pimenta saved it mostly for his speeches, 
introductions and conclusions, preferring metonymy in his historical arguments. He 
reserved synecdoche to the explanation of spiritual and essential matters, namely 
concepts such as the nation279.  
Baião used it more, especially in his hagiographical work. While missionaries were 
usually individuated, the populations they preached to were not. St. Francis Xavier, for 
example, was stated to preach in Malay "in order to better transform the moral character 
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of this people"280. Synecdoche would also be used to characterize individuals. For 
example, the chief inquisitor, the young Cardinal D. Henrique, brother to D. João III, 
the king, was said to be "of the age when the passions most easily become exacerbated", 
which informed his will and enthusiasm in the establishment of the Inquisition, and why 
the new-Christians did not like his appointment281.  
Finally, João Ameal was the historian which use of synecdoche was most distant from 
Merêa's. His categories most often lacked scientific definition, and were often very 
simplistic, thus serving a simplistic concept of the nation, easily apprehensible by the 
masses. Unsurprisingly, this style was preferred by the SPN, which published several of 
his works. In one such book about S. João de Brito, a Portuguese Jesuit missionary in 
India, is a clear-cut epic hagiography, leading the author to claim that missionaries were 
the only ones who could be aptly called "heroes of the faith and of the empire"282. S. 
João de Brito is, indeed, essentialized into just that: a hero and a martyr. His character is 
often described in terms which lead the reader to believe it to have been formed from an 
early age and to have stayed essentially the same from then on. The populations he 
attempt to convert were also essentialized, sometimes in ways which completely lacked 
empathy. For example, Indians were often characterized with the greatest contempt and 
racism:  
"Here is the moral atmosphere in which João de Brito practices his preaching. Christ's 
doctrine is looked upon with hate and absolute incomprehension by these savages who are 
bound to a traditional net of prejudices and myths."283 
Side by side with synecdoche, we find metonymy, where instead of the part (the event, 
the token) being explained through the whole (the essence, or the category), the whole 
phenomenon is related to a particular part which is defining. This manifests itself 
principally in causal relations, a reductive form which simplifies and deals with objects 
in a linear fashion in order to explain complex phenomena (a cause leads to a 
consequence, which in turn leads to another consequence, and so on). Though every 
historian here contemplated used metonymy to a certain extent, it was especially 
important to Alfredo Pimenta and David Lopes.  
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Alfredo Pimenta was, without a doubt, the most metonymical historian of this group, 
and certainly one of the most metonymical historians of his time. In his communication 
in the Congress of the Portuguese World, where he spoke about the crisis of 1383-1385, 
he proposes a conclusion in four points: 
"1st) — The Portuguese State comes before the Portuguese Nation. The former is the 
exclusive work of the wills of the Count D. Henrique, of his wife and of his son, D. Afonso 
I, seconded by the converging efforts of those kings that succeeded them. The Nation is a 
consequence of the State. 
2nd) — The crisis of 1383-1385 is a crisis in the State, because the national spirit had not 
yet been completely formed. 
3rd) — [D. João I] was the interpreter of the independent State and of the first 
manifestations of the national spirit. 
4th) — With the solution he had for this crisis, he strengthened the national spirit and 
consolidated the sentiment for independence to such an extent that it became possible to 
initiate definitely the prodigious civilizing work of the 15th and 16th centuries."284 
The first, second and fourth points are deeply metonymical in that they mainly point to 
causes and consequences. Only the third point is in synecdoche, and even then, it was 
justified, in part, through material causes within the main body of text285.  
Causes play a very important part in Pimenta's arguments. This becomes even more 
evident in his more basic research, for example, when he interprets and criticises 
specific sources: 
"If, in 1258, one hundred and eleven years after the conquest of Lisbon, there are two 
places located below «portam ciuitatis vlixbonensis que dicitur martini munionis», it is then 
proved, at that time, the existence of the door of Martim Moniz, and confirmed the almost 
coetaneous tradition of the feat that made it famous."286 
Both instances here illustrated — causal relations in the narrative and in the argument 
— repeat themselves over his work with remarkable persistence. In them, we see 
phenomena being reduced to relationships of causes and consequences. Indeed, Pimenta 
                                                          
284 Alfredo Pimenta, "A Crise de 1383-1385. Robustecimento do espírito nacional, consolidação da 
Independência," in Congresso, Vol.2, 244. 
285 Pimenta, "crise de 1383-1385," 238. 
286 Alfredo Pimenta, A Façanha de Martim Moniz (Lisboa, Livraria Portugália, 1940), 11. 
90 
 
would go so far as to state: "What was, then, the clericus portionarius mentioned in the 
document from 1313 and in others? I only like to make conclusions based on whys."287 
David Lopes used causal explanation to a great extent as well, especially when 
explicitly narrating the past. About Moorish Hispania, he would state, for example: 
"Foreigners enlisted numerously [in the Slav army of the Umayyad caliphate] because the 
service was well paid. The treasury had coin and could be generous. The recruitment within 
tribes ended because it was unnecessary and dangerous." 
Later, about the Portuguese enterprise against Ceuta, he would also justify it in terms of 
causes and consequences. Why did Portugal go to Northern Africa? This metonymical 
question is so important it justifies an entire section of his chapter288. In it, Lopes 
debates at length why Ceuta was not invaded for economic or financial reasons, given 
that it was not an important commercial stop nor was it within the cereal producing part 
of North Africa. He also stated that Ceuta was not invaded because Portugal needed 
somewhere for the nobility to war; after all, young Portuguese nobles could always seek 
war in Europe. Instead, he advocated for two other reasons: political and religious. 
While he mitigates the importance of the latter, he emphasises the importance of the 
former, given that Portugal would then secure its European territory by concentrating 
Muslim attacks in North Africa — much like an "abscess of fixation"289. 
Like Pimenta, he also uses metonymy in order to criticise sources. When commenting 
on the casualties of the assault on Ceuta, he states: 
"Of the Moors, many died, because they defended themselves well, though we do not know 
exactly how many; of ours, only eight, according to the chronicler, which is not very 
credible given how fierce the battle was."290  
António Baião also used causal relations, even in his most synecdochical discourse, 
namely his more hagiographic work on S. Francis Xavier. Explaining his proximity to 
characters which might be seen as detrimental to the saint, he stated: 
"Because of that Francis Xavier had to level himself with merchants and soldiers, in order 
to get their trust, and thus take the fruits of his religious propaganda."291 
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Mono-causal explanations were common and very acceptable, as we can see, though 
there were also some pluri-causal explanations, especially in Paulo Merêa's work, as we 
will see later in this chapter, when dealing with irony. Damião Peres, for example, 
illustrates very well the linearity of this reductive form: 
"Pedro I sought refuge in the castle, which was then surrounded, and, seeing that it was 
impossible to resist, he determined to run away. Doing so, he was imprisoned and taken to 
the tent of Bertrand du Guesclin, where, under circumstances which are not well known, he 
was murdered by his brother, Henrique II."292 
This linearity — one thing leads to another — is not always bound with causes and 
consequences, however. It can be used in the service of other kinds of reduction, 
especially in the context of the personalization of History. A good example is Peres' 
explanation of why D. Fernando, king of Portugal, would enter yet another war against 
Henrique II, king of Castile: 
"D. Fernando gave up, thus, his goal to have the crown of Castile, but he sought to get back 
at Henrique II because of the defeat he had inflicted upon him."293 
Giving up the pretention for the crown of Castile does not lead to the desire of revenge, 
yet, in a mono-causal framework, it is only because the pretention is no longer there that 
the historian can state that it must have been a desire for revenge, as the construction of 
the narrative and of the phrase suggests. 
The fact that linearity was preferred demonstrates the importance of reduction in 
narrative. Every mono-causal relation is a reduction, and metonymy is usually 
considered to be a trope which heavily contributes to reductive reasoning (each step of 
the argument being a reduction), as opposed to synecdoche which contributes towards 
an integrative perception of reality, which is reductive only insofar as the whole 
argument is concerned (all the facts must contribute towards the same category, or 
essence)294. However, we also saw how present synecdoche really was in the same 
authors and the same narratives. Indeed, it seems a paradox, but most of these relations 
cannot be characterized as part-whole or whole-part pure and simply. Metonymy and 
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synecdoche actually work together in a whole-part-whole dialectical relationship which 
is particularly perceptible in Lopes, Peres, Pimenta, Merêa and Baião.  
These two tropes can even be found in the same paragraph, sometimes even in the same 
sentence. For example, Damião Peres writes: 
"Those that took the valorous castellan prisoner, seeing themselves cheated, killed him then 
and there, in the sight of his son, but, stimulated by such noble example, he fiercely 
defended the castle, so much so that the Castilians were forced to retreat."295 
History is reduced to the individual — a metonymical artifice to explain — but then the 
individual and his actions are not only categorized according to their qualities, they act 
as if they were the avatars of those qualities themselves. You reduce a group of men — 
the Portuguese besieged men — to the son of the castellan, only to deal with him as a 
category — that of the Portuguese hero, an essential type in these narratives. This kind 
of trope conjugation can be seen steadily through the work of Peres. 
"[A potential war between Portugal and Castile], however, never went beyond personal 
encounters. Neither Castilians nor the Portuguese desired a field battle. D. João I [king of 
Castile] entered the war without enthusiasm; D. Fernando [king of Portugal], ill and 
ashamed by the adultery of the queen, who at this point barely hid the character of her 
relations with João Fernandes Andeiro, desired peace. And desired it also to rid himself of 
the increasing abuses of his inconvenient allies [the English]."296 
Again, we see reduction. Two political entities are reduced to their kings, only to have 
those kings then incarnate wills which were not exclusively restricted to them. The 
adultery of the queen did not only shame the king; it shamed the crown. The abuses of 
the English were not only (or even mostly) harassing the crown; they harassed  the 
people, which would in turn complain to the crown — bureaucratic institution —, not 
the king. 
Another good example was Peres' characterization of the sons of João I, king of 
Portugal, explaining why they were the prime movers towards the conquest of Ceuta: 
"Educated in a milieu still dominated by ideals of chivalry, [the princes] ardently desired to 
work prodigies in the field of battle."297  
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Again, we see the princes' attitudes essentialized into avatars of the ideals of chivalry, 
but then this is considered to be a cause for their wishes, it becomes a significant cause 
for the beginning of the conquest of North Africa.  
David Lopes used these tropes in conjugation as well. When explaining the conquest of 
Ceuta, he stated that it was mostly a political act, with a political cause, though with 
some religious causes as well. Yet, within this causal explanation Lopes felt the need to 
explain it in essentialist, organic terms:  
"To take control of [Ceuta] was to make new invasions [of the peninsula] more difficult; it 
was to create an abscess of fixation, as the doctors say, in the sick organism of the 
centuries-old enemy of our people."298 
Lopes used this manner of conjugation often. In the midst of a causal explanation, 
essentialist tropes appear, providing context and giving further meaning to the linear 
causation. When talking about Moorish Hispania in the second period of the dissident 
kings (twelfth century), for example, he stated: 
"But the intrigues [of Ibn Caci, a Moorish leader in al Gharb] did not end because [of the 
Almohad intervention in the peninsula], and those intrigues eventually cost him his life, 
because he was assassinated, a matter of little importance among Muslims. […] I will not 
detain myself narrating the events of the little principalities in the rest of Muslim Hispania. 
It is always the same struggles, the same assassinations or massacres."299   
We see, thus, that Peres' sort of personalization, dancing between tokens and types, 
between people who represent groups and groups who act like people, was not unique. 
Lopes did it also, and with the ethnocentrism characteristic of the first half of the 20th 
century. Merêa did not use this combination so often, mostly because he used 
metonymy sparsely. Even when he did, it was not focused on individuals. In this sense, 
we see a different aspect of this metonymy-synecdoche conjugation. For example: 
"In all of the political organization there was, thus, the implicit idea […] that the relations 
between king and nation stood on a sort of pact which was kept by means of deals."300 
In this case, we see an aspect (a part) of the political organization — king-nation 
relations — which leads to an essence — a pact — reified in tokens (parts) — deals 
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made at the national assemblies (Cortes). It should be noted, however, that in Merêa this 
conjugation of tropes was not based on the personalization of History, which shows the 
malleability of tropology, allowing for differences in personal style even when dealing 
with very commensurable structures of thought. This did not mean, however, that this 
dynamic was less clearly identifiable: 
"Relations of the king with his subjects, the importance of non-noble cavalry, the 
remuneration of military service through the system of soldiery, supremacy of the monarch 
facing the most privileged men, the mobile character of public office —  here is […] more 
than enough to lend to our medieval political constitution a physiognomy and an essence 
that profoundly differentiate it, independently of the foreign influences which in one or 
another point might have been produced."301 
Here we see physiognomy and essence hand in hand, shedding light on what has been 
so far implicit in this train of thought: this is not merely a matter of metonymy and 
synecdoche together; it is also a conjugation of the reductive and the integrative 
approaches to explanation; it is the mechanistic and the organic in symbiosis.   
Damião Peres was not a stranger to this form. He too used the mechanical in the midst 
of an integrative, organic form of thinking, as we can see in his chapter on economic 
history in the 18th century: 
"These last orders were then dispatched to the remaining factories of the State, which then 
became coordinating and propulsive centres for their respective branches of industrial 
activity. With this, the production regulations that were instituted for woollens, with 
financial aid for private enterprise, and with the import of foreign specialized workers, who 
were to mandatorily transmit to the Portuguese the knowledge of the most recent 
techniques, the Marquis of Pombal wanted to definitively raise the national industry to a 
plane of great splendour."302 
Here, we see a set of measures which act as causes towards an expected consequence. 
Yet, they do so not just mechanically, but also organically, the economic branch of the 
woollens being a complex organism where one measure is not enough, but a multi-
course treatment is required. All of the measures together amount to more than the sum 
of the parts, yet the use of causation is undeniable, as is the mechanical logic, with its 
coordination and propulsion.  
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This interplay between metonymy and synecdoche crystallized in a particular 
phenomenon which brings this brand of realism again towards the latest trends of 
science and philosophy of history. This was not a practice shared by everyone, but it 
was relatively widespread: the use of statements which fit the framework of the 
Covering Law Model (CLM). A phenomenon is translated into a law with causal 
efficacy, reducing a particular phenomenon to its causes and consequences, then 
inserting it into a larger type — a law.  
By far, David Lopes used this form the most, out of our six historians. A prime example 
of this was his explanation of the interplay between Christians and Muslims during the 
high middle ages in the Iberian Peninsula: 
 "Men are less ferocious than literature lets on; and when they live side by side, 
neighbourhoodly necessity will not make them brothers, but it will certainly create habits 
that allow them to live well together. […] Let us not forget, at last, that Christian leaders 
made themselves available to serve Muslim princes, like the Cid or Geraldo Sempavor, and 
even Muslims proceeded in the same way. Therefore, these men were not inflexible. Their 
struggle was more political than religious. Only the exacerbated religious sentiment 
overshadows and creates intransigencies. Now the middle ages in the Peninsula did not 
have great religious hatreds."303 
Any of these law-like pronouncements could be easily replaced with mere statements of 
fact. Yet, Lopes included them non-the-less. He would use the same structure about 
Portuguese soldiers pending the conquest of Ceuta: 
"Those could not sleep quietly that had to wake up to fight a city that for many days seems 
to laugh of the efforts of our people; the following day could be of glory for many, but it 
would be of death for many as well."304  
Effectively, this was not merely a psychological simplification applied on the proverbial 
other. This mechanical yet integrative logic was applied to them as well as to us. 
Damião Peres used this structure to a smaller extent. He wrote that "Everywhere the 
young always substituted the old"305 when he could merely state that a new generation 
was developing after the crisis of 1383-1385. Even Ameal, who rarely used metonymy, 
used the CLM structure to aid his explanation of S. João de Brito's missionary works: 
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"To those that are filled with this extraordinary grace, like S. João de Brito — men can 
oppose nothing."306 Granted, this was clearly a less talented use of the structure, and it 
was certainly not too concerned with scientific validity, given the implication that those 
with the grace of God are effectively unstoppable, but it shows just how widespread this 
phenomenon of explanation through the interplay of synecdoche and metonymy was, 
when even a historian who did not use metonymy often would use its law-like corollary.  
Still, this CLM structure was not shared by Baião or Merêa. This can be explained, on 
the one hand, by the necessary variation which is found on any discipline, especially 
one that is still in development, as was the case of History in the 1920s-1940s in 
Portugal. On the other hand, we must also remember that we are dealing with a form 
which was a recent development at the time, and, more importantly, a development 
which met, in the midst of the Portuguese historiographic milieu, a clear struggle 
between art and science. A historian who tended more towards either of them might not 
particularly like a form which aims to preserve the best of both worlds — the certainty 
and structure of science (particularly important in metonymy), and the literary freedom 
of art (particularly important in the essencialization of synecdoche). Also, these are only 
two tropes, and both Merêa and Baião were engaged with another realistic trope which 
occupied much of their discourse: irony. 
 
Irony 
The last trope of language which contributes to realistic representation in these 
narratives is irony. However, it does so in a way which is dramatically different from 
our previous tropes. Synecdoche and metonymy are tropes which are committal. They 
imply a commitment to a direction in the narrative, to comedy and to tragedy, 
respectively307. Irony leads to satire, which is a non-committal genre of story-telling. In 
satire, the story-teller is not committed to any particular direction. A series of events 
and articulated facts might lead to one likely conclusion only to be negated immediately 
after by another series of events and articulated facts which lead towards its opposite. It 
is this aspect of negation and lack of commitment (or, perhaps, a commitment to remain 
uncommitted) which allows irony to play with other tropes, but it prohibits it from 
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actually being in a symbiotic relationship of the same kind we saw regarding metonymy 
and synecdoche. Thus, irony can be characterized by the use of multiple causation, 
precisely because, with multiple causes, the ultimate direction of the narrative is not so 
obviously purposeful as much as it is apparently accidental, gradual and slow-moving, 
on its way and, then again, set back, in a two steps forwards one step backwards 
process.  
Out of our authors, we find irony to be particularly dominant in two cases: the work of 
Paulo Merêa and the non-hagiographic work of António Baião. Merêa is especially 
engaged with multiple causation. We previously saw how he used synecdoche in order 
to categorize the state of freedom of medieval subjects. Yet, he would not allow himself 
to let the clarity of synecdoche stand without contradictory: 
"Several causes acted with effect towards the liberation of the servile classes, and among 
them, with particular intensity and efficacy, the multiplication of the charter letters, in such 
a way that, with this evolution, serfdom converted itself into another economic-juridical 
form of settlement: the free or voluntary settlement, in which settlers possess the essential 
freedom, the freedom of movement, while in fact many of them were to find themselves 
subjected to obligations that would more or less approximate them of the servile 
condition."308 
First of all, we can now understand why metonymy played such a small part in Merêa's 
work. After all, single causation and multiple causation are, in principle, mutually 
exclusive. Second, we see how the synecdoche of a system of peasant-hood that is 
essentially directed towards freedom is negated by the fact that, in the end, many serfs 
were still subjected to the servile condition, regardless of their status as settlers. It is as 
if the author himself could not commit to the terms and categories he himself uses: 
"The state of war in which life was permanently lived kept firm the authority of the crown, 
as we previously noted, while on the other hand a considerable mass of free men, especially 
since they were constituted into municipal nuclei, served, so to say, as a counter-weight 
against the nobility. It was this considerable mass of free men and small land owners that, 
allied with the fact that kings had at their disposal a rich patrimony, made it possible for the 
latter to solve the problem of access to cavalry without making use of the system of the 
Frank monarchs. Many centuries would have been necessary, as Albornoz observed, for the 
state of things in the peninsular countries to convert itself into a complete and finished 
feudal system. But, before that transformation could be realized, the renaissance of Roman 
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law renovated the classic conception of the State, forever interrupting that evolution and not 
even allowing that the manorial regime developed completely."309 
Again, the author is characterizing feudalism and manorialism in Portugal during the 
Middle ages, yet he negates them, speaking of them only ironically, only insofar as they 
are categories to consider, but not essences to which one should bind his explanation, 
the irony residing in the fact that, without these terms as points of reference, there is no 
explanation. Without the terms to which Merêa is not committed, his characterization is 
meaningless. 
Baião's lack of commitment is different. It is not that he does not commit to the terms he 
uses; there is merely no direction. The triumph we see when looking at St. Francis 
Xavier is lost when Baião steers his gaze towards the Inquisition. For example: 
"Despite everything, D. João III was not willing not to allow the fulfilment of his pardon to 
the new-Christians. The wishes of the Inquisitor General were not, on this point, sated; 
what he managed to get, however, was that the abjurations were public, and in a scaffold. 
There was, however, a difficulty: how to adequately preach that act without scandalizing 
the people?"310 
While there are no terms being negated and no concepts being emptied, like in Merêa, 
we still see an enormous amount of forwards and backwards, of compromising, and, of 
course, we see negatives and double negatives, as if being unwilling to allow was 
somehow not purposefully opposing the wishes of the inquisitor, but doing so merely 
accidentally. Later, when Baião narrates the moment when D. João III decides whether 
or not there would be an inquisitorial tribunal in Lamego, he again separates the 
causation into multiple reasons, and provides the nuance that leads the reader to see less 
of a direction and more of an accidental conjugation of events311. But why did Baião use 
of irony in the case of the inquisition when, in the previous section of the chapter, he did 
not, when dealing with the Jesuits? Perhaps it is due to a difference between these 
institutions, from his point of view: 
"And, on that point [to keep the integrity and the purity of the catholic church], the 
institutions completed each other, there being a capital difference between them, however. 
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The Society of Jesus operated with its schools, missions and the confessional chamber; the 
Inquisition repressed with severe sentences that could go as far as the burnings."312  
The Society of Jesus was a moral, religious institution. The Inquisition was immoral in 
its practices. While there is a narrative where both of them are not only compared, but 
set towards the same good, there is a massive moral difference which the author cannot 
ignore, and which is pre-critical. It is a moral question that precludes Baião from 
committing to a narrative which frames these two institutions as complementary.  
It must be understood that this was not a 'mandatory' use for irony. It was not a matter 
of being forced to whitewash history, portraying the inquisition as a well-meaning but 
poorly executed measure. João Ameal, for example, felt no need to use irony at all in 
this question, in his History of Portugal: 
"The inquisition has served as a pretext for a hallucinated and calumnious offensive on the 
part of the enemies of the Faith and of the royal family. […] Was [the Inquisition] severe? 
Its rigour was proportional to the heinous crimes of the heretics — against the Spirit, 
against Order, against Justice, against Morality. […] Here is the ferocity, the bloody 
fanaticism of D. João III! The tribunal of the Inquisition condemned to death (let us say it 
so, in homage to the detractors of the Great King, and of the Great Tribunal) — in twenty 
one years, thirty people: they do not amount to two people a year"313 
This was what apologist discourse looked like. Baião's use of irony is already a step 
away from a commitment to this defence, though it can certainly be agreed that it would 
not be acceptable nowadays. Still, now we can better understand that this use of irony 
was, indeed, rooted in a pre-critical moral understanding, and was not merely a matter 
of pro forma. It was meaningful. 
This manner of non-commitment is an integral part of our concept of objectivity. We 
saw in the previous chapter that objectivity seemed to be disconnected from asceticism, 
at least to a certain extent. However, with irony, the author gains some distance from his 
object. In Baião's case, he does not commit to a narrative which would presuppose the 
infallibility of  the catholic faith and of the Portuguese crown. In Merêa's case, he even 
gets some distance from his vocabulary. In the case of the latter, there is clearly an 
aspect of asceticism involved; however, in the case of the former, he does not want to 
commit to that narrative (seen, for example, in the example by Ameal) precisely 
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because there is another moral commitment at play, against the violence of the fires. 
Asceticism might play a part, but it is certainly not the only driving force behind irony. 
Though irony was mainly used by Merêa and Baião, it was not absent in some of our 
other authors, though with a different use: source criticism and scepticism. Damião 
Peres provides us with great examples of this use of irony. When describing the bad 
business practices of the British regarding the Port wine trade, he wrote that the farmers 
complained about British adulteration of the wine, and that the latter complained about 
the same, but shifting the blame towards the former. "Probably both [farmers and 
British merchants] did this; and the product would arrive in England in such a state as to 
raise protests."314 This use of irony represents a form of source criticism, but is not 
directly relevant to the overall narrative. The same could be seen in Peres' critique of 
traditional and sceptical narratives of heroism in the middle ages: 
"Between each of these extreme opinions [the hypercritical and the acritical positions 
facing traditional sources on heroic action], we find those historians which support that the 
tradition is set on a basis of truth, made more beautiful a posteriori with purely legendary 
minutiae. This is certainly the opinion which is closer to the truth of the matter."315 
Alfredo Pimenta, like Peres, was very engaged with irony as a form of scepticism, 
making the historical activity feel more committed to science. For example: 
"Was the church of Santa Cruz do Castelo, in 1191, a church with colegium? Perhaps. On 
our document from 1313, the Bishop D. João calls it nostra ecclesia sancte cruxis 
ulixbonensis. This does not enlighten anything, because all the churches of the diocese were 
his."316 
He would follow this statement with a discussion which objective was to discover 
whether this was in fact, true, yet he arrived at no conclusions on similar bases317. This 
attitude of scepticism is praised in another text of his, when he is discussing Alexandre 
Herculano's approach to sources: 
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"Such a system, that of accepting solutions proposed by others, is not within the scientific 
process of Herculano who , as a rule, if not always, seeks, for himself, those solutions, 
though sometimes they coincide with those of others."318 
Even Paulo Merêa occasionally used irony in this sense as well. After making a 
statement, he would then discredit it making reference to the lack of sources pertaining 
to it.319 This, of course, is a less meaningful form of irony, since it did not affect the 
narrative significantly. This is a likely reason why more historians used it, as opposed to 
the strong ironic content in many of Merêa's passages, for example. Following this 
trend, we find even more instances of irony which, though applied within the narrative, 
end up being emptied of its negative function, without the suggestion of accident 
instead of purposeful direction in the story. David Lopes, for example, occasionally 
used of this emptied irony: 
"Iuçufe, strong because of the suggestions of the members of his party, and because of the 
aura of his name among the masses, saw that he could easily win, but, precisely because of 
this, wanted to give his gesture an appearance of legality. […]  
His coming seemed like it would stop the Christian pressure and repress the internal 
disorder. Happy days could follow. But soon it proved to be a sad delusion."320 
As we can see in the first half of the quote, metonymy prevails as explanation, despite 
the negation of the legality which Yusuf sought. His actions are not actually negated 
even if the events which could negate them are presented. Moreover, in the second half 
of the quote, we see that the overall logic of the inevitability of the Reconquista stands, 
as the events that could hinder it are framed as effectively false. The negation is made 
meaningless. He follows a similar logic when criticising official state sanctioned 
chronicles: 
"In [Pina's words] there is an excessive prediction of the disaster [of Tangiers] and perhaps 
we should not accept them wholly: the chronicler must have accommodated them to the 
facts which came afterwards; but they agree so strongly with the opinion of the Prince 
about the conservation of Ceuta, which we already dealt with, that we are forced to accept 
their substance."321 
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In the end, he accepts the sources, despite the use of irony, thus emptying of its 
function. 
Another author that uses this sort of dynamic is João Ameal. For example, when 
characterizing S. João de Brito in his infancy, he mentions that he was called "the 
martyr" by some of his peers. Clearly this was meant as a derogatory remark, given the 
young age of de Brito at the time. Yet this is how Ameal frames it: 
"Some […] even take to calling him, in a curious prophetic lucidity — the martyr. Soft and 
frivolous, this martyrdom! But perhaps it constitutes, in [de Brito's] embryonic personality, 
his first training for his future tragic trials."322 
This use of irony serves only to add a detail without impact in the narrative, on the one 
hand, and in case someone would consider it should have impact, to steer them towards 
the direction of the hagiographic tale being told. Another case in which Ameal uses this 
manner of irony is when he emphasises the difficulties, these tragic trials, that de Brito 
faced later in life, during his missions: 
"Illusory prosperity; treacherous serenity. Dangers were already coming to the fore: the 
biggest of all is the sanguinary character and the hate of Christianity of prince     
Rauganadadeven, usurper of the throne, which belonged by right to Tariadeven, his 
nephew"323 
As we can see, the point of the irony entailed in the negation of the prosperity and 
serenity that de Brito was finding is not one of satire at all, rather serving the epic 
mission of the saint. Ameal manages to include elements which could diminish the 
missionary's triumph, while not sacrificing the narrative to them, since they are emptied 
of meaning.  
Ameal was the only of our historians to do this so blatantly. However, this practice of 
using empty irony in order to include facts which did not particularly play with the 
narrative was not exclusive to him. For example, regarding D. Fernando's thoughts on 
one of his wars against Castile, Damião Peres stated how the king viewed the future of 
the enemy's army: 
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"the lack of supplies would fatally provoke lack of discipline, of military efficiency and 
cohesion. D. Fernando and his advisors were sorely mistaken."324  
In this way, he manages to justify and defend the king's actions, while at the same time 
not sacrificing the fact that it had been a catastrophic military mistake. This means that 
the non-committal aspect of irony is ignored, but it also means that the author can 
satisfy another commitment: accuracy. As we saw in the previous chapter, accuracy was 
an integral part of objectivity and an important part of the commitment to knowledge. 
Even historians as deeply committed as Ameal used of irony to a certain extent in order 
to add detail, to provide a larger context, even if that context was not, in the end, very 
relevant towards the end of the story. Empty irony served accuracy without sacrificing 
other commitments to asceticism. 
It is precisely because some historians (Peres, Ameal, Lopes, Pimenta) emptied their 
irony of meaning, while others (Merêa and Baião) did not, that we find a significant 
difference in their metahistory: the latter had an evolutionary, gradual conception of 
time, which is bound to a contextualist perspective: 
"It seems to us incontestable that, among the transformations that punctuate the neo-Goth 
States, in confrontation with the Visigoth monarchy, the progress of the idea of property is, 
precisely with the radiation of the hereditary principle, one of the most salient and 
significant aspects, it sufficing, in that respect, to pay attention to the so frequent 
alienations of jurisdiction and other attributes of public power on the part of the kings. Nor 
should we expect anything else, known as it is that the confusion, to a certain extent, to a 
greater or lesser degree, between the public and private law is one of the distinctive traits of 
medieval institutions, in which system it inflows powerfully and through the most varied 
forms."325  
On top of the already analysed drive towards nuance, with its innumerable qualifiers,  
we find the idea of a slow transformation which should not surprise the reader precisely 
because it is rooted in a general context which can take "the most varied forms". Even 
the notion of radical transformation was somewhat emptied of its meaning, given how 
gradual the world of institutions is taken to be: 
"The tributary regime suffered […] a profound and radical transformation. Instead of there 
being a tax as the roman world had known it, what we find in medieval societies is, above 
                                                          
324 Peres, "Lutas entre Portugal," 340. 
325 Merêa, "Organização Social," 461. 
104 
 
all, an extreme variety of tributes and pensions, which, in several ways, and often without 
proper definition, fell upon the villainous classes."326 
Clearly, when something which takes place over almost a thousand years is called 
radical, we deal with the emptying of that word, resulting from a very gradual 
conception of time. Phenomena are subjected to a "slow evolution" which transforms 
them, fruit of the shifting context327. Though Baião was not so extreme in this slow 
conception of time, he too viewed it as something present in history, for example when 
talking about the introduction of the fires of the Inquisition in Porto: 
"And the fanatical chronicler of such sad event tells us that Porto, not used to such scenes, 
was amazed with them, seeing the great advantage in this boon, pertaining to the spiritual 
as well as to the temporal! […] What we just write ironically, who knows, might very well 
have been profoundly true! Even the feelings have their evolution and their march, and who 
knows if the bourgeois [from Porto] were not like [the officials] of Lamego, who, at all 
costs, wanted the Inquisition inside their walls?!"328 
In this last passage not only do we see the gradual conception of time, but we also see 
the result of the ironic trope: the narrative of tragedy which imprinted Baião's thoughts 
on the Inquisition is negated — the very narrative is made slightly emptier, less 
meaningful — we see Baião, like Merêa before him, distancing himself.  
We already saw that irony did not work with other tropes in the same way that 
synecdoche and metonymy worked with each other. While the latter added tension to 
the story, irony subtracted that same tension. It is, so to say, a somewhat anti-narrative 
trope. So much does the historian aim at realism, that sometimes he sacrifices the 
explanation. This notion of the historian negating his own practice is not surprising. It 
was found throughout the last few pages in several examples and in several ways. Yet it 
does somewhat illuminate the relationship between irony and other tropes. 
It also illuminates the relationship between irony and objectivity. We already saw that 
irony could provide a way of satisfying two commitments: to asceticism and to 
accuracy. It should come as no surprise, then, that while the former was only found on a 
very limited scale, the latter was more widespread. This was what we had already found 
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in terms of practices, and it seems that, as far as tropology goes, we find the same 
dynamic.  
Another interesting aspect which manifests itself throughout the use of irony is its 
plurality. Irony, as an explanatory device, as a trope of language in history, was a 
relatively new trend, dating back to the late 19th century.329 On top of that, the cultural 
milieu of the New State had a complicated relationship with it, which can be seen, for 
example, in the relationship between several intellectuals of the time and Oliveira 
Martins, a 19th century historian, writer, politician and prominent cultural figure.330 The 
fact we are dealing with a discipline in formation, and a trope being adopted, goes a 
long way to explain the plurality of its uses. In fact, there was no canon, nor was there 
an established theory behind it. Yet, irony would certainly permeate the academic 
milieu, not only in Portugal, but throughout the West. It is this phenomenon that is also 
seen at work in these last few pages.  
 
A conservative realism 
As we have seen so far, these authors focus on narratives that are bound to metonymy, 
synecdoche and irony, to a greater or lesser extent. It follows, based on White's 
typology, that we find strong evidence of tragedy, comedy and satire, respectively331. 
Yet, what is interesting is the dynamic between these — their role in the story told about 
Portugal.  
The most prevalent mode of emplotment is comedy. Other modes of emplotment are 
usually subordinated to it and serve it in the grand scheme of things, as we will see. The 
success of the Reconquista ended in the creation and development of Portugal; The 
threat to the Nation, in 1383, ended in 1385 with a more consolidated body, a stronger 
State and the beginning of the "great maritime epopee"332, which was, in turn, crowned 
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with glory. Even the period of Spanish rule was ended with a success story — the 
restoration of the independence. Every historian here analysed is, overall, comedic, and 
that comedy serves conservatism. 
Peres, for example, considered the actions of D. Fernando, after the wars with Castile, a 
success. Bearing in mind that this was the king that allowed a major crisis of the State to 
take place, leading to a war for the independence of the kingdom, the story could very 
well be framed as a tragedy. Yet, this is how Peres framed the last words of the king 
asking forgiveness for his actions to God: 
"If D. Fernando pronounced those or similar words, his troubled spirit did not remember his 
grand economic oeuvre. Perhaps he remembered only his mistakes in political orientation, 
above all the last, that were truly graver."333 
Peres considers the work of the king to be, overall, good. This commitment to a 
comedic narrative could also be seen in the final resolution of the crisis of 1383-1385, 
in 1411: 
"Peace was, now, secure, not only in fact, but also by law. After securing its independence, 
which was defended in a struggle that lasted more than two decades, the Portuguese people 
could now dedicate itself to a new activity, the maritime activity, towards which its vast 
aspirations propelled it."334 
Again, we see a clear resolution which follows whatever tension was driving the story. 
These resolutions were the rule in the narratives here analysed. This follows, in great 
part, from the use of synecdoche, along the lines of Hayden White's relationship 
established in Metahistory335. In the same process, we also find a clear commitment to 
conservatism — particularly the conservatism of the New State —stemming from 
essentialism, synecdoche and comedy. 
Despite the prevalent use of metonymy, especially in the form of causality, tragedy 
never seems to dominate the narrative. A notable exceptions is, for example, the History 
of Moorish Hispania, the tragedy of the Al-Andalus, which served the comedy of the 
Reconquista, of Portugal, of Christianity. David Lopes, for example, writes: 
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"But it was the ferment of revolt that made the whole organism of Hispania leaven, and 
now it will be the Muslim, Hispanic, Arabic and Berber elements that will spread disorder 
everywhere. […] Seville marvellously exemplifies this anarchy of power. Two powerful 
families which were enemies disputed supremacy in the city: one was Hispanic, that of the 
Angelinos, the other Arabic, the Hajaje. Like the Gibelinos and the Güelfos, later in 
Florence. […] Seville was at the mercy of the rivalries and vendettas of these families. […] 
Anarchy installs itself in Moorish Hispania. […] The same elements of disaggregation that 
we previously saw acting continue to act in the social organism, especially now that there is 
a centralizing power lacking."336 
Clearly, there was a judgment for unity, for a centralizing power, for conservation and 
conservatism, but this was attained through the tragedy of the anarchists, of the de-
centralized, of the unstable. Moorish tragedy served the Portuguese comedy. 
Satire, on the other hand, when irony was efficacious, ate at comedy. Merêa is a prime 
example of this. After arguing that the king was not absolute, and thus was interested in 
the well being of the people, he ironized: 
"This does not mean, evidently, that the actions of kings was invariably oriented towards 
the most just and correct norms of administration. But even when the monarch pursued a 
policy of greater oppression, or showed himself to be wasting his gifts, when he governed 
against the interests of the peoples and was deserving of their reproach, this did not mean 
that he considered himself to be a holder of absolute authority, and above all it did not 
change the ideas on the duties of the princes that were rooted in general consciousness."337 
Clearly, an institution which was meant for the general good could be used for other 
purposes. Yet, the tone legitimating the monarchy continues quite present. Again, we 
can see the justification of a royal court, deciding on hierarchical privileges: 
"The quality of nobleman was not compatible with the exercise of a craft […]; thus the 
royal court judged that individuals in these conditions could not have the honours of 
nobility, and in the same line of thought a law of D. Fernando determined that any noble 
that, without being impeded by age or disease, did not want to receive [payment] to be in 
the service of some lord as a vassal, should lose the honour of nobility, being thus subjected 
to the obligations of the plebeian."338 
Even Merêa's gradualism in the evolution of institutions tended towards conservatism, 
as institutions formed throughout long periods of time, effectively through the process 
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of tradition339. Moreover, we saw in the previous section that, many times, irony was 
not efficacious, it was empty. This phenomenon further allowed synecdoche, even when 
paired with metonymy, to act as a propellant for comedy and to explain within a 
conservative framework. This can be seen even in Merêa's work. Portugal, "in this 
aspect, as well as in the rest, continues, essentially, the Leonese traditions."340  
While comedy was sometimes nuanced through a more negative approach, the author 
still used synecdoche (as we already saw) to a great extent, and that, paired with a 
gradual conception of time, namely in the evolution of institutions, led to a 
strengthening of a key concept in New State conservatism: tradition. In the previous 
chapter, we were acquainted with this concept in practices, namely in its connection to 
patriotism. However, it is significantly more important in the final product, given that it 
allows this aforementioned conception of time to contribute to conservative discourse. 
For example, Merêa uses tradition to justify the class system in the Middle-Ages341.  
Damião Peres used the concept of tradition as well, to a similar effect, even though he 
did not use irony as often. Moreover, he did so in a patriotic, conservative and 
justificatory way, advocating that: 
"By enacting these laws, D. Fernando placed Portugal in the vanguard of nations. […] In 
his vast economic work, D. Fernando conciliated tradition and the new aspirations which 
were flowering: supporting the agriculture, he showed that he understood that it was, for a 
long time then, the basis for the prosperity of the nation; promoting in every way the 
seafaring activity of the Portuguese, he was a precursor of our great maritime epopee."342 
Alfredo Pimenta and João Ameal were also very conservative — after all, they were 
also organic intellectuals, involved to a significant extent in the political thought around 
the Regime. We already saw a quote where Ameal justified the Inquisition — calling it 
a great tribunal. In his hagiography of S. João de Brito, he clearly portrays the life of the 
saint as, in part, comedic343 (it also being portrayed with a plot resembling a romantic 
epopee, which we will explore in the next section). Even when not emplotting in 
comedy or romance (heroic epopee), Ameal was extremely conservative: 
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"In fact, with D. Pedro [who represented liberalism is Portugal, in the early 19th century], 
Royalty became a mere instrument governed by the agitations of factions and, here and 
there, by the swift anger of a power that, without knowing how to play its paternal part 
anymore, oscillated between democratic flattery and unjust tyranny. The true Royalty, 
overseeing, well-meaning, efficacious servant of the Common Good — left with the person 
of D. João VI. D. Pedro, in the end — and according to the spot on label of a lucid historian 
— would be nothing more than «the crowned Revolution»…"344 
Alfredo Pimenta, on the other hand, though very metonymical in his writings, especially 
when dealing with sources, often tried to use his work in the defence of traditional 
history — for example, a text we have already quoted defended the reality of the heroic 
actions of Martim Moniz during the conquest of Lisbon345. When dealing with grand-
narratives of history, his conservatism is also obvious: 
"We are Portuguese from Portugal, not Portuguese from Spain, or any other people. In 
order for us to continue to be so, we need to unite all our resources and, defeating 
comfortable cowardice, easy conveniences, dangerous idolatries, we have the courage  to 
say, write, think, feel, proclaim, shout, constantly, that Portugal is free and wants to be free. 
Free like in 1128, like in 1385, like in 1640! And free, like Salazar makes efforts for it to 
be."346 
Again, we see a strong presence of the notion of tradition, given its meaning during the 
New State: "evolution in continuity". No wonder, then, that the concept was taken 
seriously by organicist historians. This perfectly fits a mode of thinking which prizes 
the unchanging nature of essence, thus anathemizing revolution as that which does not 
follow tradition. And, also following from the notion of essence, we can understand 
why people and resources need to remain united. Like before in David Lopes (when he 
presented disunity in Al-Andalus), unity is a clear political value, as it was an academic 
value in the practices we saw in the last chapter. This conservatism served it as well, 
just as it served a commitment to order, so characteristic of the Portuguese fascism. We 
can see its importance in Damião Peres: 
"The revolutionary movement was settling; a beginning of order was discernible. The 
attitude of [D. João I], at first dubious and hesitant, would define itself personifying the 
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Revolution. Only one way presented itself as licit for him to walk: that of the definitive 
emancipation of Portugal."
347
 
Here we also see the last aspect of this conservatism: the judgment of the historian 
extends itself to the licit and the illicit, the right and the wrong. We already saw this in 
António Baião, for example, when he clearly makes a moral distinction between the 
Jesuits and the Inquisition. We see it again here in Peres, stating what the king should 
and should not do, at the same time justifying his actions. All of these historians 
incurred in these same judgments, though not always to the same extent. For example, 
David Lopes claims that attacking Morocco was "highly meritorious". "To place a spear 
in Africa was, to every good Portuguese man, the fulfilment of a duty of conscience and 
the earning of heavenly salvation."348  
Just as we saw, in the previous chapter, that justice was an important virtue in the 
practices of the historian, so it is in his writings as well. And this does not only mean 
the justification of power, though that can certainly be related to this phenomenon of 
occupying the chair of the historical judge. Baião's judgment of the Inquisition was not 
a positive one. More significantly, David Lopes even goes as far as to consider that 
Prince Henrique, the Navigator, committed a "crime" when he left his brother as 
collateral, after the disaster of Tangiers, and then left him to die in North-Africa. He 
would continue to say: 
"Portugal has in its history two crimes that move well formed souls: the death of Inês [de 
Castro] and the captivity and death of the prince-saint [D. Fernando, brother of Prince 
Henrique]. […] Both profoundly shook the national sensibility. The first, because she was a 
woman, victim to love and her own beauty […]; and the second because he had the slow 
agony of the martyr, and died a victim, not so much of some executioners, but of the 
calculations of some family members and fellow countrymen, representing, in the end, a 
crime, perpetrated coldly by the nation."349 
Lopes would continue to argue for the guilt of Prince Henrique and of the Portuguese 
nation throughout the following pages350. This was not a small judgment, nor was it 
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isolated351 — it must have been considered to be significant and legitimate historical 
judgment. 
These examples give more meaning to the justification of power. They all stem from the 
same lack of asceticism. Clearly, the objectivity these authors claimed to possess, or 
that was attributed to them, did not preclude them from this written practice. As they 
justified power, they also chastised it, though to a much lesser degree, and certainly 
never when it could put the New State in check by analogy. This notion of justice in 
history also points to the relationship between a history which used metonymy, 
particularly in the form of causation, which often personalized the historical agent, and 
which had a conservative theory of agency, focused on responsibility, guilt and blame. 
These last concepts were not metaphors to explain a deeper truth — they were concepts 
as real as causes and consequences, thus forcing the reader to reckon that this is still 
within the bounds of realistic representation, odd as that may seem. 
These matters also entailed a great deal of anachronism. First of all, moral anachronism. 
After all, who is Lopes to claim that D. Henrique was a "criminal"352, if not the bearer 
of a correct, and necessarily eternal morality — a law that does not require lawyers or 
writing? What is more, we can even find actual anachronism in some of these 
judgments. We need only remember that the same David Lopes characterizes Muslim 
Hispania as anarchy353, while at the same time stating that there were princes ruling 
over the lands, merely in a fragmented fashion. Is the reader to understand that the only 
form of order is hegemony — Hobbes' leviathan? Or perhaps a State where "Everything 
is conditioned, rationed, directed"354… 
We have seen, so far, a deep relationship between the histories these men wrote and the 
values of science, objectivity and documentalism, mirroring that same commitment to 
knowledge that we found in historical-academic  practices, in the previous chapter. Yet, 
as we saw in that same chapter, there was also a deep commitment to the Nation, and to 
the established Regime — the New State. We already saw how commemoration was 
important to this commitment. After all, several of the texts we here analyse were 
published in honour of the double centennial of 1939-1940. We saw how these men are 
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conservative, committed to unity, to order, to tradition, both in practice and in writing. 
We have also explored, in this realism, the matter of justice, which starts us on a path 
that tends, slowly but steadily, towards patriotism and anti-realism. This is what we will 
explore in the next section of this chapter.  
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Anti-Realism 
We have, so far, explored the realistic aspect of the representation of the past which is 
present in the works of these authors. However, there is an aspect of their work which 
does not comply with the requirements for a narrative to be considered realistic. 
Realistic representation is that which represents the past through a series of true, quasi-
literal statements which can be, to a certain degree, verified, and that, in effect, 
correspond to the events themselves. "A realist […] maintains that the historian's 
account really is genuine re-presentation of that past as it actually happened."355 By 
contrast, anti-realistic representation does not require the explanation/narration to 
'literally' correspond to past events356, as long as it conveys something which is 
considered to be true. 
This distinction, already brought up in the introduction to this chapter, is, of course, 
based on an assessment of the consciousness of the historian. He either believes he can 
write the past as it really happened (representational realism), or he is acknowledging 
that some aspects of the past cannot be represented as they really happened, opting to 
represent them as he or she thinks them. This incursion into the psychology of the 
historical actor might seem ill advised, even dangerous, to the more conservative reader. 
However, this is better than simply dismissing occasional or systematic non-factual 
representation as merely a set of mistakes or purposeful lies, thus preserving the agency 
of the historical actor. Moreover, this is not something new in a work which openly 
acknowledges its debt to White and uses many of his concepts. When considering that 
causes and essences are literally taken to really have been so in the past, one already 
assumes a quality of naiveté in the mind of his or her objects of study, provided one is 
aware that this is not necessarily so, and rarely can we find, in an age which seldom 
considered the opposite, a clear statement from a historian asserting that he is a 
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representational realist. Indeed, White took this 'psychological leap of faith' in 
Metahistory, as do I in this thesis. 
On the other hand, while the term 'anti-realism' can arguably be connected (by 
opposition) to one of White's later definitions of realism, it also marks a stark contrast 
with Metahistory's notion of realistic representation. In this respect, I, again, depart 
from Hayden White's Metahistory, which developed an extremely large conception of 
realistic representation, including, for example, Nietzsche's genealogical discourse as a 
form of realistic representation357. In fact, White might very well have considered this to 
be merely another, more modern, type of realism. It is not my contention that he would 
be wrong. On the contrary, I merely aim to highlight a relationship between what is 
irreconcilably not factual and that which is not only purposeful, but indeed fits with the 
goods we have already found to be so relevant in the previous pages of this work.   
This term 'anti-realism' is, thus, not drawing on its most well-known uses (and indeed its 
origin) in analytic philosophy and mathematics358. On the contrary, it draws on the 
considerations of Anthony Jensen on Nietzsche's Philosophy of History, where he 
characterizes (admittedly anachronistically) Nietzsche's approach to the notion of reality 
as that of an ontological realist, but representational anti-realist, especially in his later 
works359. Nietzsche's position on this matter can be seen to a great extent on a passage 
from Beyond Good and Evil: 
"We are the ones who invented causation, succession, for-each-other, relativity, 
compulsion, numbers, law, freedom, grounds, purpose; and if we project and inscribe this 
symbol-world [Zeichen-Welt] onto things as an ‘ in-itself, ’ then we deal with things as we 
always have, namely mythologically."360 
Yet there was a fundamental difference between these historians here analyzed and 
Nietzsche's works. While Nietzsche thought all of these 'inventions' to be irrevocably 
made, and thought history should thus be openly purposeful, a myriad of possible 
meanings being drawn from it, our historians did not go so far. Not only is there no 
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evidence of such a position in any of them, there is strong evidence that they projected 
them into the past "as an 'in-itself' ". Rather, my argument, and consequently the use of 
the term, is different: it is my contention that these men were not bound to realistic 
representation the same way 19th century historians like Ranke were. They considered 
such representation possible, and, to a certain extent, desirable, but there were moments 
where it simply was not optimal — those moments where certain truths had to be 
explicitated even when they laid dormant, not immediately apprehensible, in the events 
of the past. 
Of course, this selectivity on the use of metaphor (as opposed to literal fact), together 
with a strong belief in an immutable, single truth, distance these historians, and indeed 
their whole way of writing history, from ever being called Nietzschean. It is life-
affirming only insofar as it clearly has a purpose. Its denial of all other truths, and of all 
other ideological projects behind them, clearly sets it apart from any manner of 
perspectivism, thus making it life-denying361. Still, we see that this New State anti-
realism was not merely a lack of concern for sources or accuracy. This is not merely 
what marks the difference between the source-driven historian and the story-teller.  
These historians were concerned with sources, from which we can assert that they were 
all ontological realists. Yet, believing the past really existed does not mean one believes 
he is telling the past as it happened, or that he or she believes it must always be told as it 
happened. A historian can easily be an ontological realist and a representational anti-
realist, believing the narrative to be "at least partly a construction within the mind of the 
present-day historian"362 — even if that construction represents something which lived 
in the past as it lives in the present, for example the spirit of the nation. What follows is 
an argument which supports that these historians considered some of their 
representation not to have been a past reality, but saw it to be essential towards the 
meaningful comprehension of what was genuinely real — and, more important, worthy 
of knowing and remembering — in the past. Structurally speaking, this is already a 
metaphorical approach to the past (reality being substituted by a fiction), and so 
metaphor is where we begin. 
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Metaphor 
We previously saw that, while synecdoche and metonymy were tropes which implied a 
commitment to the general direction of the narrative, irony was non-committal. 
Metaphor can be understood to be the diametric opposite of irony — heavily committal. 
Such is the commitment to the message of the narrative, that one does not always 
require sources or verifiable facts to advance that narrative. Metaphor being the 
substitution of one thing for another, sources and facts are substituted by statements 
which are neither true nor false, utterly unverifiable, but which lead to the truth which 
should be conveyed — to the correct understanding of the past, even if through that 
which cannot conceivably have been a part of it. 
João Ameal was the most metaphorical historian here analysed. This use of metaphor 
has cost him his legacy. Nowadays, he no longer is viewed as a serious historian by 
many in the profession. Merely as organic intellectual, as fascist ideologue. Yet he 
wrote several books about the past, just through explanatory, but baseless, substitution: 
"In what state do we find Portugal, in the middle of the 17th century? In a state of 
permanent tension — creative, struggling, reconstructive tension. We could say that, all 
over the country, new energies vibrate. We can feel an unanimous will to face the obstacles, 
the dangers, the difficulties which are accumulated — and to draw, beyond, new ample 
roads, worthy of the traditions of national greatness."363 
As we can see, events are substituted by a metaphorical state of tension, without 
correspondent in reality — since Portugal is not a person with a mind and individual 
agency capable of having a will, unanimous or otherwise, towards anything. Of course, 
this metaphor has aspects of essentialism, yet  the important aspect to retain here is that 
there is no conceivable way in which this is verifiable, or even in which a reader should 
expect a verification of this statement. It is not meant to be true in itself. It is meant to 
allow the reader to apprehend a truth about the past which eludes perception. That truth 
was the reason for the restoration of the independence in 1640: 
"because the whole people, animated by a consciousness of its destiny, understood in time 
what it had to do in order to escape death, to come back to life.  On that day, Portugal 
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returned to its march in History — and again, like in the best times of the past, it was able 
to amaze the world."364 
Again, independence is seen metaphorically as the national life, a statement which is, of 
course, neither true nor false. Yet it points towards the believed truth that Nations, in 
order to live on, much be the agents of their own destiny; in order to prosper, they must 
not be oppressed. A (national) spirit cannot flourish without a (national) body to 
occupy. It is precisely this kind of characters, of agents, which we find populating 
Ameal's histories, alongside individuals. This can also be seen in more specific 
statements about particular events, such as the advent of liberalism in Portugal, in the 
19th century: 
"From the onset of his path until his hostile retreat to Ramalhão, when the palace became 
the domain of the foreign-like and the servants of the free-mason sect — [D. Miguel] raised 
luminously his figure, in between the gradual decomposition of the Monarchy, like a 
splendid image of manly resistance against the assault of the anti-nation."365 
This is a profoundly anti-realistic characterization of an object which was clearly 
considered as real. The prince D. Miguel was not a figment of anybody's imagination, 
yet even Ameal could not believe that D. Miguel was luminous in any literal way. Nor 
did he likely consider his liberal-minded brother (D. Pedro) to be a literal incarnation of 
Satan, though he endorses a characterization of his "revolution" as "satanic"366. 
This cannot be considered a characteristic of the discipline merely because of Ameal's 
use. In terms of the career of a historian, he was clearly not the rule, being an organic 
intellectual and never having taught at a university. However, other much more highly 
considered historians used the same type of metaphor. Damião Peres, for example, used 
the same kind of essential metaphorical characters. We already saw a quote where he 
characterized the attitude of the people as "unanimously patriotic"367. But Peres, like 
Ameal, went well beyond that type of metaphor (intertwined with synecdoche). He 
made claims which, if analysed as facts, could not possibly be considered true, for 
example, about the battle of Aljubarrota: 
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"The fighting did not last very long; in a short time, the Castilians were running, leaving in 
the field of battle some tens of dead and wounded. On the Portuguese side, nobody died, 
nobody was wounded. The intelligence had been worth more than strength. Nuno Álvares 
was starting to show his notable qualities of military leader."368 
No historian could possibly believe that not a single Portuguese man died in a battle — 
any battle, much less one where the Portuguese were outnumbered. This is, if 
considered to be a fact, a purposefully false statement. Yet, it points towards a believed 
truth: the massive victory of the Portuguese, not only militarily, but especially 
politically. It metaphorically points towards the lack of downside to the Portuguese, on 
top of allowing a complete commemoration of the victory, a reason to be proud of the 
country without need to mourn for the dead.  
Peres uses metaphor occasionally, though he does not orient his narrative by it, the way 
Ameal does. For the most part, Peres' work is realistic. Yet occasionally he would use 
anti-realistic representation precisely in the service of New-State virtues. For example, 
let us look at some quotes from his chapter on economic history of the 18th century: 
"The practical results did not correspond, however, to such a great official effort. 
Intelligence struggled with routine in the domain of the material."369 Moreover, quoting 
another historian, he particularly chooses a metaphorical statement to enrich his 
explanation: "«barely had the news of the project transpired, the league of the envious 
and the mediocre rose against it.»"370 The metaphorical content of the quote was not 
qualified by the author. It stood on its own. It was endorsed.  
These metaphors served the virtues of unity and patriotism, and these virtues pervade 
the work of the author, in the History of Portugal as well as in other texts, such as his 
communication at the Congress of the Portuguese World. There, he concluded that: 
"The battle of S. Mamede [the battle, in 1128, where D. Afonso I, who was to become the 
first king of Portugal, was victorious against his mother] was much more important than a 
simple episode of civil strife. Its result profoundly changed the situation of Portugal, which 
then became governed by exclusively Portuguese people, people who thought to create, 
only through their effort, national independence."371 
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The commitment to nationalism is clear, as is the pervading patriotism, particularly in 
the last sentence. There would be blatant anachronism if the statement was strictly 
literal — after all, how could there be a Portuguese Nation before there was Portugal?372  
Taken on its own, the present historian might look at Peres as an undisciplined oddity. 
Yet, we must understand that this same historian treated sources with great care and 
significant criticism, using a discourse which is nuanced and realistic373. It is only when 
dealing with the general meaning of past events that we find these (now considered to 
be) excesses. It seems that it is more important to convey the meaning of the past than it 
is to reproduce it as it happened. This, of course, still requires care with the sources, but 
it allows greater liberties with representation, towards a more efficacious 
communication.  
Alfredo Pimenta and David Lopes used metaphor much in the same fashion as Peres, in 
the service of the nation, of unity and patriotism. When talking about the Preparations 
for Ceuta, he wrote that the Portuguese worked "day and night"374.  
"Everything was obtained without violence. All the copper and silver that could be had was 
gathered, in the kingdom and outside of it, with which much coin was made, without 
recourse to any condition that would oppress the nation, and without declaring the objective 
of the enterprise, about which secrecy was desirable. Everyone wanted to serve the king."375 
Pimenta wrote, for example, that the moment of Portuguese independence was when 
"the Portuguese State, on the 24th of June of 1128, there, at the top, in the lands of S. 
Mamede, dominated by the Castle, shouted to the Leonese neighbour: «I am!»."376 He 
would repeat the metaphor later on: "And D. Afonso I raised his formidable voice, 
which, to all of us, is a commanding shout, and prayer of hope: «I am!» D. Afonso I 
was the Portuguese State."377 
Baião, in his hagiographical work, used several metaphors, for example when dealing 
with the work of Jesuits: 
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"At that time Jesuit missions were already abundant in Goa, Maluku, Cochin, Ormuz, 
Canton, and in Japan. The seed had been tossed, and would turn to fruit."378 
"D. João III founded a school next to the University, and, to that effect, the priest Simão 
Rodrigues arrived in Coimbra on the 13th of July of 1543, with eleven companions. They 
were the Apostles, the people called them already then; and still today the Couraça dos 
Apóstolos remains as a memory of that period."379 
Baião does not qualify the use of the term Apostles, merely accepting the suggestion as 
metaphor. He uses the term again later on to refer to the twelve Jesuits.380 Here, 
metaphor clearly serves the purpose of elevating the object of the hagiography, as well 
as the significance of their work.  
Except for João Ameal, who distinguishes himself as the only thoroughly metaphorical 
historian here presented, the remaining historians were mostly realistic in their 
representation. We saw in the last section, as in the last chapter, a clear concern with 
science, with documents, with realism, even, to some extent, with objectivity (though 
this virtue needs heavy qualification). Yet, much like we previously saw in the speeches 
opening the Congress of the Portuguese World381, by Júlio Dantas, against pacifism, and 
Caeiro da Mata, for patriotism, this commitment to knowledge did not preclude a 
competing commitment to the nation. This is how we can explain that these authors 
wrote realistic narratives occasionally punctuated by metaphor: the latter was aimed at a 
different truth about the past and about the nation — leading to nationalism. Pimenta, 
for example, goes a long way to denounce that historiography which was not patriotic 
— "anti-Portuguese History"382. He declared: 
"War without truce against the dissolving Pacifism, against the perfidy of disarmament, 
against the evil arias of the Internationalism of Geneva, of Jewish and free-mason strain. 
[…] Let us free our school-age and working Youth, and our resolute and confident Legion 
of the malsans [sic]383 doctrines of democratic Internationalism, and let us inflate them in 
every moment with a strong spirit of aggressive nationalism, in which we create, 
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simultaneously, the two charming flowers of the love without limits to the Fatherland, and 
of the hate without limits to the enemies of the Fatherland."384 
It is unlikely that Peres, Lopes and Baião all shared Pimenta's enthusiasm to its full 
extent. However, nationalism, even if to a lesser extent, can be found in all of these 
authors' works, and it presents itself as a suitable explanation to take a commitment to 
the Nation seriously as a driver for what can only be otherwise seen as an unexplainable 
lack of probity and professional pride. Also, the consonance between practices and final 
product further strengthen this idea.   
Only one historian, out of our six, stood against anti-realistic representation — Paulo 
Merêa — in practice and, to a certain extent, in word. We already saw that Merêa was 
the most ironic of our historians, and the most consistent in the use of that trope (Baião 
used it pertaining to the Inquisition, but not about the Society of Jesus). In his 
communication in the Congress of the Portuguese World, he deconstructs one such 
practice — the idea that the third (the tax) was an institution in the middle ages: 
"In order to compose this sketch it was necessary to imagine a practice of the third [the tax] 
which was widespread and uninterrupted, which the known documents were far from 
corroborating;"385 
Still, this stance away from anti-realism did not mean that Merêa was not committed to 
the nation. We already saw how he legitimated the establishment, how his narrative was 
conservative, how he focused on hierarchy and on tradition. The argument that is being 
made here is not that anti-realism, in the form of metaphor, was the only reification of 
the commitment to the nation. Merely that it is an aspect of it, important and 
widespread as it might have been, but not necessarily hegemonic. 
 
Romance 
If most historians here analysed used metaphor only sporadically, highlighting 
particular aspects of Portuguese history, we can understand how the narratives which 
were advanced were not particularly romantic, remaining, overall, comedic, as we 
previously saw. Yet that did not mean that there was not a meaningful aspect of 
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romance in some of these narratives — namely in the works of João Ameal — as well 
as riveting  moments of romantic emplotment in the works of the remaining historians 
(minus Merêa), showing the greatness of the Portuguese people.  
One characteristic which thoroughly informs this notion of romance, besides metaphor, 
is hyperbole — the exaggeration of something. This can be seen, first and foremost, in 
the work of Ameal. For example, this is how he characterized the 19th century turn to 
liberalism: 
"Summing up: D. João VI was a prisoner. He delivered his wrists to the chains forged by 
the «emancipators», servants of the free-masonry. If he did not face the demagogic hydra, 
he had to be its victim. […] It seemed that in Lisbon, like in Rio, the «crowned revolution» 
had established itself, and triumphed. The Portuguese that loved their Fatherland and their 
King could not allow it, without, at least, a duel being fought by the two forces. Tradition 
and Revolution had to decide the battle on which the destinies of Portugal depended."386 
D. João VI was not literally arrested. He was only a prisoner insofar as he was allegedly 
forced to comply with the liberal constitutionalism which appeared in Portugal after the 
Napoleonic invasions. Yet this change of Regime, with the introduction of a 
constitution in the monarchy, is blown out of proportion into a duel between good and 
evil, between Portugal and anti-Portugal. And such a profound struggle required a hero: 
"D. Miguel went to Vila Franca, at the head of the best Portuguese youths, to relieve his 
father; to liberate the Royalty of the handcuffs of the Free-masonry; to obey the 
overwhelming mandate of collective consciousness. Here, no Duke of Angouleme was 
needed; by our own hands we broke the submission. Was the emancipation short-lived? 
Yes. But D. Miguel, who, on that day, initiated the struggle which would prolonged itself 
for another decade — would only retreat, beaten, before the alliance of four European 
powers and facing the incomparable pressure of the foreign armies. With the Vilafrancada 
[the coup of Vila Franca] he took the first step in the path of sacrifice; but he also gave his 
name a glory which would never again fade — and today surrounds him with a light livelier 
than ever."387 
D. Miguel was the hero Portugal needed. Through hyperbole and metaphor, a romantic 
narrative was advanced which approximated the history of Portugal of an epic between 
good and evil. A hero was made, and with him villains, in a 'Good vs. Evil'-type story 
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that, in this case, ended in disaster, or better, in delayed gratification, given that today 
the glory lives on — a clear stride towards the ruling paradigm of comedy. 
Though other authors were less conspicuous in their fervour, there was still a sense in 
which, at times, history was viewed as a great epic romance. For example, some of 
Peres' metaphors were highly hyperbolic, precisely in service to the greatness of the 
Portuguese past: 
"Since North Africa became a field which was open to every struggle and the mystery of 
the sea allowed for every adventure, it became a possibility to think seriously about the 
substitution of the temporary peace treaty [with Castile], celebrated in 1411, for a definitive 
one."388 
As we see, in the context of Portuguese 15th century foreign policy, we find the 
looming presence of the greatness of the discoveries — the complete fulfilment of all of 
the Nation's aspirations; every opportunity a Nation could aspire to. Baião also used 
hyperbole often, to the effect of aggrandizement of saints and missionaries: 
"In vain, the friends and admirers of the priest master Francis [Xavier] brought up the 1300 
leagues of navigation, the unforgiving typhoons, the treacherous shallows, the frantic 
pirates and the heathens, heartless enemies."389 
Here we see a highly anti-realistic hyperbole which served Baião, as it served Ameal390, 
toward the description of a highly noble and perilous journey, making the missionaries 
even greater, and their mission a herculean trial. Though Baião does not frame them as 
"Heroes of the Faith and of the Empire"391, he certainly frames them in similar terms. 
Pimenta also used romantic narratives on occasion. Like Peres and Lopes, he abstained 
from them when dealing with sources; yet he used them particularly when dealing with 
the meaning and general direction the past had taken: 
"The King [D. João I], hesitant and almost timid, at the beginning of the crisis, revealed 
himself to be, during and after it, the necessary hero."392 
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Heroes populated his grand narratives, and hyperbole was also present to a great extent, 
especially in general characterization of the actions of the heroes: 
"That miniscule State made use of powerful fleets made of slender caravels; it organized 
invincible armies; it created an Empire greater than itself, a thousand times; it spread light 
in great amounts; it spread gold, without counting; it spread legends, fables, mysteries, 
appetites and riches… […] That miniscule State took the world by the hand  and taught it to 
go around the world; […] It gave heroes to the world that, everywhere, showed that 
Portuguese heroism was only possible in the Portuguese. [… It ] gave the world saints and 
artists, colonizers and explorers, who will be, throughout the ages, immortal standards."393 
Clearly, historians responsible by such romantic narratives were completely 
unconcerned with asceticism in the direction of their works. The scale of the events 
acquires the dimension of the epic, and there is a clear attachment to the characters that 
populate it and to the actions they performed. And how could this type of narrative be 
guided by asceticism? The goal seems to be to attach the reader to the Nation, its heroes, 
its History. Even in the histories where the aspect of epic romance is only a small part 
of the narrative, we find that same lack of detachment which allows the reader to 
consider a character to be a hero or a villain. This was the case, for example, of Nuno 
Álvares Pereira, as well as other Portuguese knights, as characterized by Damião Peres: 
"The Condestable [Nuno Álvares] openly disagreed of such a plan, and his words showed 
the feelings of an honest, loyal, brave soul."394  
"Regarding the siege of Cória, the chronicler Fernão Lopes reports a success which proves 
well the strong idealism with which the Portuguese knights were imbued. The Fatherland 
was, to them, a sacred thing, and, serving it, they mentally compared their effort to that of 
the knights of the Round Table and of the Holy Grail. In the generous spirits which 
heroically fought for the independence of the Fatherland, the religious sentiments and the 
ideals of chivalry mixed and were commutative."395 
The lack of detachment of the author is obvious, and easily relatable to the lack of 
asceticism which we already found in the previous section. David Lopes' discourse was 
just as attached to his subject of study, just as committed to the narrative which he 
advanced, and to the goods he sought. That can be seen in his justification of the 
establishment and moralizing description of the moments before the conquest of Ceuta: 
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"In the galley of D. Henrique, the hearts beat harder. The sight of the leader, radiant and 
nervous, imprinted the same ardour in everyone. […] Martim Pais, in front of everyone, 
raised the crucifix and started saying words of effort and glory which strengthened and 
comforted all. Warm and moving voice. While he thus spoke, D. Henrique and his 
companions heard his voice on their knees. […] And, in truth, Martim Pais, like other 
chaplains, remained there, with his raised crucifix, praying."396 
We find a complete lack of criticism of the sources, in the work of a historian which 
was clearly capable of criticizing them to the highest standard. The only way we can 
understand Lopes not criticizing these sources, given the manifest interest of the 
chronicler in the justification of the dynasty, and his ability to do so (he did it on several 
other passages, though usually regarding other matters397), is to accept this as anti-
realistic representation, aimed at nation-building and the incitement of patriotism. This 
is to say that, amid the realistic representation, there was also a parallel narrative of epic 
romance — the epopee of our forefathers.  
Was this a characteristic that was simply imposed by the Regime? A good the historians 
had to cater to, and to commit to, in order to continue to work? That is unlikely. For 
example, the passages we have been seeing regarding Ceuta were published in 1931, 
before there was an established State apparatus for repression. The quotes from the 
History of Barcelos regarding the Portuguese Middle-ages were published in 1929, only 
three years after the military dictatorship started. Though this lack of asceticism was to 
be encouraged by the Regime after that (several of Ameal's works, for example, were 
published by the SPN, a State institution, in the early 1940s), it was not an imposition, 
thus negating the thesis that the New State historiography was what it could be, under 
the circumstances398. 
Moreover, we should understand that these historians were not likely to see their more 
romantic passages as demonstrative. They were a non-scientific aspect of an otherwise 
scientifically aware work. Pimenta, in his text on the veracity of the deeds of Martim 
Moniz, writes that subjective considerations are acceptable, but not demonstrative399. 
Thus, this aspect of anti-realism, particularly in the form of the epic romantic 
perspective of history, is important, but cannot be seen as diametrically opposed to what 
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has been written before in this chapter. The histories these men wrote cannot, and 
should not, be reduced to it. The commitment to the nation which is evidenced by such 
passages exists alongside a commitment to knowledge, and, in a certain light, 
contributes to it by enlightening the reader on those truths which cannot be apprehended 
without years of study of Portuguese history, years of admiration for "our betters"400.  
This identification with the forefathers, a premise of this connection between these 
tokens of anti-realism and the commitment to the nation, is very present in the 
narratives here analysed. David Lopes referred to the Portuguese men entering Ceuta, as 
well as the men attacking Tangiers, as "those of us"401. This was a clear national 
identification. He also identifies "us" with Catholics, speaking of "our churches" in 
opposition to mosques — imbued with the characteristics of 'the other'402. 
Damião Peres, besides being probably responsible by the dedicatory words which open 
the History of Barcelos, coordinated by him, refers to "our minister in Paris, Duarte 
Ribeiro de Macedo"403, though he was speaking about a man of the 17th century. 
Pimenta refers to the Portugal of 1580 as "We […] the people that found ourselves."404 
Even Paulo Merêa used the first person of the plural to identify the nation. We find 
references to "our monarchs", "our princes", or "our political law"405. It was a 
widespread practice. It is likely that these men truly believed in an actual connection 
between past and present, which puts this practice closer to the domain of realistic 
representation. Still, believing in a real connection is different from establishing a 
relationship of identity. That was, more than likely, metaphorical, though on a very 
limited level. Regardless, the effect is clear — it leads the reader to identify with the 
nation, and, paired with the notion of epic romantic history, it leads the reader to be 
proud of his nation. It is at the service of patriotism. These men did not simply preach 
patriotic history, as was seen in the previous chapter. They wrote it. And they wrote in 
defence of it406. 
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There was one last mechanism to connect the reader to the past: image. We already saw 
how scientific drawings and photographs were included in the History of Barcelos, not 
only presenting sources to the reader, but also presenting artefacts from the past which, 
despite being generally considered sources, brought no enlightenment about the 
narrative, serving instead to inspire awe and admiration — serving the fetishist virtue of 
documentalism. These images were not demonstrative, but they were still realistic. 
However, there was another set of images which clearly served the goal of nation-
building — anti-realistic painting of iconic scenes in Portuguese History. We find 19th 
and 20th century paintings such as "the first Portuguese afternoon", representing the 
battle of S. Mamede, where D. Afonso Henriques defeated his mother and, according to 
Pimenta, shouted "I am!"; "the Battle of Aljubarrota", "Nuno Gonçalves sacrificing 
himself for the Fatherland", João das Regras at his study, the "conquest of Malacca", or 
the "acclamation of D. João IV". 
These paintings were not historical in anyway except for the fact that they represented 
episodes which were, in name, part of Portuguese history. Every episode here 
enumerated happened hundreds of years before these paintings were ever produced. But 
Eleutério Cerdeira, artistic coordinator for the History of Barcelos, did not stop there. 
Drawings from the 18th and 19th century, depicting kings from centuries before, were 
included as well, as was the case, for example, of D. Fernando (14th century)407. 
Paintings of saints were included as well, as was the case of Saint António or Saint 
Francis Xavier, the latter being represented with his eyes turned upwards, looking 
towards the heavens, clearly in support of the strong hagiographic content imprinted by 
António Baião in his section on the missions in Asia. We can even find anti-realist 
photographs — which seems like a contradiction, but, as we will see, is not. We find 
pictures of modern day statues in honour of the discoverers — Vasco da Gama and 
Afonso de Albuquerque, for example; but we also find a picture of a cauldron allegedly 
left by the Castilians in Aljubarrota, followed by a picture of two little girls holding 
what is labelled as the shovel used by the Baker of Aljubarrota, a woman who, 
according to legend, killed several Castilian soldiers as they were running away from 
battle, with her baking shovel.  
                                                          
407 Peres, História de Portugal, 334-335. 
128 
 
These images have no explanatory value. They are not demonstrative in any way. Most 
of them have no historical value regarding the periods they refer to. They are not 
included to satisfy a commitment to knowledge. They serve a commitment to the nation, 
through the incitement of the virtues of patriotism, commemoration and tradition. Thus, 
in pictures as well as in narrative, we find that these historians were not singularly 
committed to a particular good. They were committed to several goods, chiefly, 
knowledge, nation and unity. 
  
Image 30: Painting. Caption reads: "Conquest of Malacca, Painting by 
Condeixa." Painted in 1903. 
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Image 31: Painting. Caption reads: "Batalha de Aljubarrota." Painting by José Veloso Salgado 
(1864-1945). 
Image 32: Caption reads: "The Mayor of the Castle of Faria, Nuno Gonçalves, sacrificing himself 
for the Fatherland." Painting by Condeixa, (1858-1933). 
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Image 33: Painting. Caption reads: "The First Portuguese Afternoon," referring to the Battle of S. 
Mamede, in 1128. Painting by Acácio Lino (1878-1956) in 1922. 
 
Image 34: Painting. Caption reads: "Acclamation of D. João IV," in 1640. Painting by José Veloso 
Salgado (1864-1945). 
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Image 35: Drawing. Caption reads: "D. Fernando 
I, Drawing from the 18th century." 
Image 36: Drawing. Caption reads: "D. 
Fernando I, Drawing from the beginning 
of the 19th century." 
Image 37: Photograph. Caption 
reads: "One of the cauldrons 
abandoned by the Castillians, in the 
field of battle of Aljubarrota." 
 
Image 38: Photograph. Caption reads: "Remains of the 
shovel with which, according to tradition, Brites de 
Almeida, the «Baker of Aljubarrota», killed, after the 
battle, seven fugitive Castillians." 
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Image 39: Photograph of Monument. Caption reads: "Lisbon. Statue of Afonso 
de Albuquerque in the Square of the same name." 
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Conclusion 
We have looked at ideals, practices and products of historiography, and we are forced to 
reckon with a remarkable consonance of results. As the discipline of History was 
forming in Portugal in the 1930s and 1940s, there was such a thing as a persona 
developing in the field. This persona was characterized by commitments to knowledge, 
to the nation and to unity. Of course, in and of itself, these goods do not characterize a 
discipline with an acceptable measure of specificity. The same statement could be made 
of 19th century German historiography (Droysen and the Prussian school, for 
example408). We find distinction and specificity precisely when we see how these goods 
are articulated with one another, and how virtues, skills and habits are employed, or are 
supposed to be employed, in order to accommodate to these commitments.  
Several virtues, habits and skills contributed towards these goods. A scientific outlook 
— considered to be virtuous — was intertwined with skills in the auxiliary sciences, in 
photography, and especially in categorization and the use of causes and consequences, 
through synecdoche and metonymy. All of these contributed to a History which was 
visibly concerned with science. Scientific scepticism was also a virtue, which was most 
visibly reified in source criticism and through irony. Even though habits of note-taking 
and citation were not yet widespread, and were asystematic, there was a visible 
tendency for them to grow. Yet, the virtue of scientific thinking was usually second to 
the virtue of patriotism. While scepticism in historical thought was good, there were still 
those truths which could not be questioned: those "great certainties" ("God", "Portugal 
and its history", etc.) which the Regime tried to give back to those whose "souls [were] 
torn by doubt and negativism"409.  
Documents were also taken seriously. This could be seen not only in the emphasis they 
had in terms of publication and discussion, but also in the abundance of photographs 
and drawings which illustrated them. However, the relationship between historians and 
documents transcended probity and exemplification in that there was also a fetishist 
quality to it. They were not merely a means to historical accuracy — their presentation 
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was also an end, providing a way of connecting to the past and to "our betters"410. Yet, 
documents were only as important as the message they conveyed. If there was a 'truth' 
for which there was no clear and obvious material evidence, one could still state it, even 
without documents. 
Finally, we find a particularly strange form of objectivity, which was highly prized in 
discourse, but ended up being somewhat lacking in practice. This objectivity was not 
bound to asceticism, being rather emptied and turned into a simple concern for 
accuracy. However, there is a tendency towards the use of irony which does attempt at 
distancing the historian from stronger feelings in his narrative, particularly in the work 
of Paulo Merêa. This is an exceptional case, and the fact remains that we find no 
significant traces of an attempt at distance between the historian and his object of study 
in the works of other historians. Even António Baião, when distancing himself from 
praising the inquisition, is committed to a moral view of the institution that does not 
bear any resemblance to the self-effacement of the historian which characterized the 
concept of objectivity in the 19th century, not to mention other historians who emptied 
their uses of irony from any causal efficacy in the narrative. 
Much of this lack of objectivity was tied with a commitment to the nation, which 
competed with knowledge as a desirable good. These competing goods led to some 
issues. The issue with objectivity was resolved by emptying it of some of its meaning. 
But there was also a possible issue with science, since scientific practices did not often 
conform with the emphasis put on the spirit as a national entity. The fact is that science 
was emptied of materialism. Scientific practices of history did not imply a parting with 
the spirit. On the contrary, the scientific perspective was a virtuous form of sight 
towards the correct and rigorous recognition of such an essential category. The 
commitment to the nation also displayed itself in patriotism and commemoration. This 
was reified in the focus of Portuguese History, on the staunch defence of the State and 
its practices throughout history. It was also seen both in the comedy which resulted 
from such defence of the State, past and present (though with some exceptions that 
prove the rule), and in the epic romance which connected the Portuguese people to their 
glorious past and celebrated those great feats which contributed to our tradition, such as 
Portuguese heroism, sacrifice or martyrdom.  
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This leads to a very important conclusion: We cannot see realistic and anti-realistic 
representations as concepts representing a struggle in the discipline and within the will 
of the historian. Indeed, they both contributed, in their own way, to the good of the 
nation. In the same way, a staunch conservatism was seen both in realistic and anti-
realist representation. It was an important aspect of a commitment not just to the nation 
in general, but to the nation as it was conceived by the New State. In fact, the Regime 
and Salazar were both praised in daily performance as well as in historical narrative, be 
it literally or through analogy. This conservatism was implied not only through comedy, 
but also, by contract, through the tragedy of 'the other' (be it another people or Portugal 
outside its righteous path — the Spanish rule, or liberalism, for example), through the 
lack of satire and through the emphasis on a comedic romance. In fact, all of these 
modes of emplotment justified the concept of tradition, which seems to be the centre of 
Portuguese historiography at the time. This, of course, was a very salient aspect of the 
commitment to the nation. 
Moreover, this commitment to the nation, while distinguishable from a commitment to 
knowledge, was still highly intertwined with it. Indeed, historians should be accurate in 
order to do justice to the Nation, which documents required their expertise and virtue. 
Without knowledge, there could be no solid Nation to conform to. Tradition would be 
lost, and, as we saw, tradition is the one national component which cannot be artificially 
made411. 
Given the amount of praise to the New State, and the clear endorsement of its rule 
which can be found in performance and in writing, it comes as no surprise that such a 
commitment to unity exists. It was a good of the historian as well as a good of the State. 
However, the good of unity was not nearly as unconditional as the good of the Nation. It 
was more of an organizational good, but it entailed a balance between hierarchy, 
agreement and confrontation. We saw that, despite the fact that many decisions were 
unanimous, that unanimity was probably not spontaneous. And yet there was some 
plurality, for example in the case of Pimenta's dissent from the APH, but also in terms 
of plural conclusions: Baião saw the Inquisition in a much worse light than Ameal; 
Peres put more emphasis on the Portuguese need for warfare than Lopes, who argues 
against such a reason, when asking why the conquest of Ceuta happened; Pimenta 
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thought there was no Portuguese Nation in 1128 — only the State — whereas Peres 
thought the Nation was already very much alive. As long as these conclusions did not 
clash with the Regime in literal or analogous terms, these historians did not seem to be 
forced to change them. The commitment to unity was bound to the commitment to the 
Nation. Social unity should be National unity. As long as plurality did not enter in a 
conflict with this national unity, it was acceptable, and even encouraged if it further 
explored the concept of tradition. One needs only look at the two speeches which 
opened the Congress of the Portuguese World. 
On top of this level of plurality, in terms of concrete conclusions, there was also the fact 
that Merêa and Baião were writing with a much greater degree of irony than the rest, 
pointing towards a divergence which could very well be hypothesised to be the 
beginning of modern ironic history in Portugal — a trend which would develop in 
future decades, into our own days, especially regarding epopee, which faced a sharp 
decline after the revolution of 1974. However, these last conclusions on the use of irony 
require further research and cannot be seen as more than informed speculation at this 
point. 
This did not mean that historians were entirely independent — on the contrary, we 
know they weren't. There was a process of cleansing the academic world from certain 
scholars which did not conform to the New State norm. However, we can state that the 
commitment to unity was more nuanced than merely a totalitarian struggle to control 
every aspect of the historiographic life.  
What is more, there was no significant dissonance between discourse and practice. 
When we find very conflicting ideas, such as is the case with asceticism, we realize that 
there was indeed a plurality in practice which corresponds to the conflict in theory. On 
the contrary, when we find great consonance in discursive terms, as is the case with the 
importance of the Nation, we also find this same consonance in the final product. Every 
historian here presented justified the State in their history-writing, and the Nation was 
an important topic of research in the works analysed.  
Thus we can speak of a persona which encouraged, perhaps even demanded, a 
commitment to the Nation, first of all, and to knowledge and unity as well. These three 
goods were clearly distinct, but intertwined: indeed unity served the unity of the nation, 
thus being a commitment which was relative to it; knowledge was important, but 
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knowledge of the Nation was more important. When knowledge of the Nation required 
less of a documentalistic view, or less asceticism, then those virtues were not so 
important. Likewise, when the Nation required documents to be presented in a more 
fetishist way, in order to rouse those feelings of belonging as well as the tangibility of 
the national past, efforts were made in that direction.  
 Accordingly, we have a style of writing which was mainly in metonymy and in 
synecdoche, though with occasional irony and metaphor, each of the tropes satisfying 
several commitments in different ways. Moreover, this persona does not seem to have 
been a top-down imposition. It seems to have been truly shared among these people, 
and, one imagines, by others as well, though probably with some degree of variation.  
Still, it bears reminding that we are looking specifically at historians which were not 
ousted during the Regime because of their political ideas. It is entirely possible that 
those historians which were ousted had different goods in mind in their process of 
creation. Even so, it must be understood that knowledge, science, documents, 
objectivity, patriotism, nationalism, commemoration, unity, justice and tradition were 
not concepts created by the New State. They are also related to a 19th century which, 
though not disciplinary in the sense we ascribe to the word today, still contributed to 
this new disciplinary History which was forming. It is the careful balance between 
goods, virtues, skills and habits, found throughout this thesis, and somewhat varying 
with the instance in question, which characterizes this discipline as a space- and time-
bound phenomenon. It is the relatively greater importance of patriotism, national 
justice, commemoration and celebration of tradition facing accuracy, objectivity, 
asceticism, and even the authenticity of documents that defines this historiography with 
enough specificity as to differentiate it from other historiographies. More important, all 
of these desiderata were important: a historian could not ascribe more importance to 
accuracy than to the overarching truth of the Nation, but neither could he or she 
disregard accuracy altogether. Both would be, from the point of view of the Regime, to 
lead the reader towards error. 
It is likely that we find degrees of these commitments to the nation, to unity and to 
knowledge in other historians before and after the Regime — even some of the 
oppositionists during the Regime. However, it must be understood that these 
commitments are only defining if taken with the virtues, skills and habits in which they 
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are reified. Thus, given the different balances in terms of the constellations of goods, 
virtues, skills and habits, it is very likely that those 'other' historians, before, against, 
and after the Regime, would still not fit the persona despite having similar goods in 
mind in nominal terms. But again, that would require further research. 
Moving away from these concrete conclusions about our object of study and into 
methodological conclusions, we find that Herman Paul's scholarly personae work well 
with this kind of research and intertwine in multiple fruitful ways with Hayden White's 
tropology. Both tropes and virtues are teleological — they are not an end in themselves, 
rather being oriented towards goods in the practices and discourses they respectively 
inhabit.  
We also find that White's metahistory is a lot more flexible than Metahistory leads to 
believe. Indeed, we find multiple tropes used together, towards the same goods, in 
specific, distinguishable ways. Of course, looking at White's work as a whole, we 
realize that the tropes, the modes of emplotment, of argument and of ideological 
implication were never meant to be rigid categories in a rigid relationship. Rather, we 
realize that such rigidity is part of a 'text-book' version of White. If this thesis 
demonstrates anything, is that White's vocabulary is very versatile — perhaps even 
more versatile than White himself thought it to be412, given that we see historians 
working with several tropes at once, though usually to different ends, to satisfy different 
commitments or different aspects of the same commitment. 
More concretely, we see that the mode of ideological implication is less tied to any 
specific trope than it is to the way it is used. White already approached this relationship 
in such a manner as early as in Metahistory (when dealing with Burckhardt's satirical 
conservatism, for example), but in this case we see four tropes being used in multiple 
ways, satisfying commitments to three goods through several virtues, in specifically 
identifiable ways.  
So, in conclusion, we have a complex persona which characterized the historians which 
worked within the establishment during the first decades of the Portuguese New State. 
While their values did not have a necessary point of origin in the New State — many of 
the virtues pre-dated the Regime by decades, or even centuries — we can see that there 
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was still a significant correlation between these virtues and goods and those of 
Salazarism. Torgal stated, "the lusophile and lusitanian historians converged, as a rule, 
with the interests of a «Regime History»."413 However, this convergence seems to have 
been willing, to a very large extent. To state that "it would not have been possible to 
follow a course other than [that imposed by the Regime]", "under the weight of the 
dictatorship"414, might be a counterfactual too far. These men wanted this, and they 
seem to represent a majority of the disciplinary body. The weight of the dictatorship 
was not the only factor at play in the development of this persona. It even seems to 
develop alongside the Regime, not as a reaction to its interventions. At least in the 
period analysed, we have to acknowledge that historians were quite consonant with the 
New State. If it was heavy, they did not show it. 
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Annexes 
 
Annex 1 
The Portuguese Academy of History 
The Portuguese Academy of History was created, on paper, on the 19th of May of 1936, 
and inaugurated on the 1st of December415 of the same year, to celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of the "National Revolution" of 1926, by government initiative.416 The 
Academy was a dependency of the 6th and 7th sections (fine arts and high culture, 
respectively) of the newly created National Board of Education (JNE)417. In the 
Regiment of JNE, the Academy was described as follows: 
"Under the aegis of the Head of State, it is founded, next to the National Archive of the 
Torre do Tombo, the Portuguese Academy of History, a specialized college of those 
erudites who deliver themselves to the investigation and critical reconstitution of the past, 
which will have, as first objectives, to stimulate and to coordinate the revisionist efforts 
towards the reintegration of the historical truth and to enrich the documentation of the 
inalienable rights of Portugal."418 
It would be some months between this decree and the first meeting of the Commission 
for the Installation of the Academy. This Commission, nominated and headed by 
Carneiro Pacheco, the Minister of National Education, was also constituted by Afonso 
de Dornelas, António Baião, Garcia de Vasconcelos, Caetano Beirão, Teixeira de 
Sampaio, Manuel Múrias and Laranjo Coelho419. It would come together for the first 
time in July 1937, in order to approve the Statutes of the Academy, elaborated by the 
Minister himself, though based on the work of two other members of the Commission 
(Dornelas and Múrias).420  
The Academy was meant to "stimulate and coordinate the efforts towards investigation, 
revision and correction of national history, in the superior interest of the Portuguese 
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contribution to the progress of civilization"; to enrich and publish the body of 
documents pertaining to National History; to organize and publish works "referring to 
historical problems about which there are differences of interpretation, seeking to define 
the historical truth in the national interest"; to publish works that publicize Portuguese 
History in the World, in Portuguese and foreign languages; and to cooperate with the 
government whenever needed.421 
Besides the fact that it was a State creation, the relationship to the State was thoroughly 
displayed in the person of the honorary president of the Academy: the Head of State, 
General Carmona. Indeed, in the first issue of the published minutes of the APH, the 
opening pages were dedicated to pictures of those taken to be behind the creation: in 
this order, General Carmona (President of the Republic), António de Oliveira Salazar 
(President of the Council of Ministers), Carneiro Pacheco (Minister of National 
Education), and Garcia de Vasconcelos (President of the APH)422. Also, until the 
publication of the Internal Regiment of the APH in the Diary of Government, which 
only happened in 1945, the Academy was to be entirely dependent on the Minister of 
Education for all its provisions.423  
The Academy was not meant, however, to be a new creation, ex nihilo. It was meant to 
be the successor to the Royal Academy of Portuguese History, often mentioned as its 
predecessor424. This was an 18th century institution (created in 1720, functioning until 
1776). It was much to the likeness of other royal academies that were appearing in 
Europe at the time, and its purpose was to write the history of Portugal and of its 
conquests, thus preserving the glory and prestige accumulated in the previous centuries 
of maritime expansion.425 Its motto was kept in the New State organism: Restituet 
Omnia — Restore All426. 
A year and a half after its creation on paper, the Academy would finally come to be as 
an effective, existing, functioning body. The first meeting of the Council of the APH, 
the executive organ of the organization, happened on the 29th of December of 1937. 
There, at the Palácio das Necessidades, site of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Luís 
                                                          
421 Carneiro Pacheco, "Estatutos," art. 2º. 
422APH, Boletim 1937-1938. 
423 Carneiro Pacheco, "Estatutos," art. 27º. 
424 APH, Boletim 1937-1938, 114. 
425 Luis Reis Torgal, "Antes de Herculano… ," in História da História, Vol.1, 24-27. 
426 Torgal, "Antes de Herculano," 22. 
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Teixeira de Sampaio, Secretary General of that Ministry and 1st Vice President of the 
APH, led the meeting427. The Council was to be composed of its President, Garcia de 
Vasconcelos, Teixeira de Sampaio and António Baião, as 1st and 2nd Vice-Presidents, 
Afonso de Dornelas as General Secretary, the Count of Tovar as Vice-Secretary 
General, Manuel Múrias as Censor, and Laranjo Coelho as Paleography Reviser.428  
Among its twenty-five founding members, we find such personalities as Captain Abel 
Fontoura da Costa, a political figure during the First Republic, Alfredo Pimenta, a 
historian, poet and polemist, reactionary intellectual and personal correspondent of 
Salazar, Damião Peres, coordinator of the History of Barcelos, Júlio Dantas, who would 
be the head of the Congress of the Portuguese World in 1940, Manuel Paulo Merêa, one 
of the most admired legal historians of the 20th century, Marcelo Caetano, legal 
historian and future successor to Salazar as President of the Council of Ministers (de 
facto dictator), and, of course, the previously mentioned members of the Academic 
Council.429 
In addition to the twenty-five founding members, five more were chosen as titular 
academics, thus occupying the thirty chairs for Portuguese numbered academics. Ten 
other chairs were devoted to Brazilian numbered academics. There were also twenty 
unnumbered places for other academics, divided in the same proportion between 
Brazilian and Portuguese scholars. Finally, an unlimited number of academics, with no 
nationality restrictions, could become correspondent academics of the APH.  All of 
these would include such recognizable names as João Ameal, writer of the History of 
Portugal published by the Secretariat for National Propaganda (SPN) and often called 
the "historian of the Regime"430, Admiral Gago Coutinho, historian and first man to fly 
across the South Atlantic, Charles Ralph Boxer, English historian of Portuguese and 
Dutch expansion, Georg Otto Schurhammer, German expert on the life of St. Francis 
Xavier, Gilberto Freire, Brazilian historian, sociologist and father of the theory of luso-
tropicalismo, José Caeiro da Mata, a prominent member of the Portuguese cabinet in the 
1940s, Percy Alvin Martin, a historian of the Hispanic-American civilization from the 
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USA, or William James Entwistle, King Alphonso XIII professor of Spanish Studies at 
Oxford.  
The theatre was thus set for a new organization in the historical profession. This new 
formal organization would, of course, result in a restructuring of historical practices. 
With regular meetings every fifteen days, over the academic year (from October to 
July), these academics would present their works, discuss them, and in effect work in 
the most organized environment until then. The Academic Council would, in turn, 
coordinate their efforts with those of the State, directing historians to answer questions 
about the location of certain historical events to be commemorated, managing the 
academic publications in commemoration of the double centennial of 1939-1940, which 
culminated in the exposition of the Portuguese World (1940), suggesting new members 
for the approval of the Minister of National Education, or even, more prosaically, 
managing the secretary, the budget, deciding where to spend money, and prizing those 
academics who distinguished themselves with the title of "Academic of Merit". 
Needless to say, the scholarly landscape was, at least in part, in the hands of all these 
men. 
 
Annex 2 - APH publications per year
431
 
Year Document Collections Annals Other publications 
1940 6 - - 
1941 2 5 - 
1942 - - - 
1943 3 - 1 
1944 - - - 
1945 - 3 - 
1946 - 1 - 
1947 - 2 - 
1948 - 1 - 
Total 11 12 1 
 
 
                                                          
431 APH, Boletim 1937-1938, 80-85; APH, Boletim 1939, 55-56; APH, Boletim 1940, 53-54; APH, 
Boletim 1941, 55-56; APH, Boletim 1942, 55-56; APH, Boletim 1943, 55-56; APH, Boletim 1944, 55-56; 
APH, Boletim 1945, 55-56; APH, Boletim 1946, 59-60; APH, Boletim 1947, 55-56; APH, Boletim 1948, 
61-62. 
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Annex 3 - Budget of the APH for publications
432
 
Year Budget for the 
Commemorations 
(publications) 
Budget for Publicity 
and Propaganda 
(publications) 
Remaining 
Budget 
Total Budget 
1937 - - 64.000$00 64.000$00 
1938 - - 64.000$00 64.000$00 
1939 350.000$00 - 44.760$00 394.760$00 
1940 350.000$00 13.000$00 43.200$00 406.200$00 
1941 150.000$00 20.000$00 37.200$00 207.200$00 
1942 130.000$00 30.000$00 42.950$00 202.950$00 
1943 - 160.000$00 42.950$00 202.950$00 
1944 - 160.000$00 44.350$00 204.350$00 
1945 - 200.000$00 75.550$00 275.550$00 
1946 - 200.000$00 84.950$00 284.950$00 
1947 - 346.000$00 101.210$00 447.210$00 
1948  346.000$00 101.410$00 447.410$00 
Total 980.000$00 1.475.000$00 746.530$00 3.201.530$00 
 
Annex 4 - The historians analyzed 
Damião Peres was the coordinator of the History of Portugal of Barcelos and a multi-
faceted historian who worked on topics as different as medieval political history and the 
origins of the nationality, on the one hand, and 18th century economic history, on the 
other.433 He was also a University professor in Porto and then in Coimbra. David Lopes 
was an orientalist, particularly focused on Moorish Spain,  and expert on North-African 
History, especially before and during Portuguese rule. António Baião was a archivist, 
director of the National Archive, and a religious historian with a interest in the field of 
historiography.434 Paulo Merêa was a legal medieval historian and University 
professor.435 These four historians were all extremely highly regarded and recognized in 
their practices. Alfredo Pimenta and João Ameal are perceived to have a different story. 
Neither of them was highly acclaimed within the historical discipline in life. As we saw, 
Pimenta was forced out of the Portuguese Academy of History, though he was then re-
admitted, and Ameal was never made a full academic until the 1970s. Yet, as organic 
intellectuals, they were both quite influential, and their historical work was read. 
                                                          
432 APH, Boletim 1940, 101-108; APH, Boletim 1941, 119-129; APH, Boletim 1942, 91-94; APH, Boletim 
1943, 91-97; APH, Boletim 1944, 113-116; APH, Boletim 1945, 141-153; APH, Boletim 1946, 121-127; 
APH, Boletim 1947, 89-96; APH, Boletim 1948, 93-102. 
433 Magalhães, "Peres." 
434 Daniel Protásio, "Baião, António Eduardo Simões," in Dicionário de Historiadores. 
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Pimenta published multiple works both in independent publishers and in author 
editions. Ameal's History of Portugal, one of his works to be published by the 
Secretariat for National Propaganda, was a prize-winning commercial success. Of these 
historians, all but Ameal were invited to be founders of the APH. 
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